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Preface. 



BESIDES the education which schools and colleges 
impart, there is still another kind necessary to 
completeness. It is that which lias for its object a 
knowledge of polite literature. In the intercourse of 
polished society a yonng person will more frequently 
need an acquaintance with the creations of fancy than 
with the discoveries of science or the speculations of 
philosophy. 1 



In an age when intellectual darkness enveloped WesV 

ern Europe, a constellation of brilliaut writers arose in 
Italy. Of these, Pulci (bom in 1431), Boiardo (1434), 
and Ariosto (1414) took for their subjects the romantic 
fables which had for many ages been transmitted in 
the lays of bards and the legends of monkish chroni* 
ders. These fables they arranged in order, adorned 
with the embellishments of fancy, amplified from their 
own invention, and stamped with immortality. It may 
safely be asserted,* that as long as civilization shall en* 
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dure, these productions will retain their place among 
the most cherished creations of human genius. 

In two previous works, " The Age of Fable " and* 
"The Age of Chivalry/' the author of this volume lias 
endeavored to supply to the modem reader such knowl- 
edge of the fables of classical and mediaeval literature 
as is needed to render intelligible the allusions which 
occur in reading and conversation. This volume is in- 
tended to carry out the same design. Like its prede- 
cessors, it aspires to a higher character than that of a 
work of mere amusement. It claims to he useful^ in 
acquainting its readers with the subjects of the works 
of the great poets of Italy. Some knowledge of these 
is expected of every well-educated^ young person. 

In reading these romances, we cannot fail to observe 
how the primitive inventions have been used, again and 
again, by successive generations of fabulists. The Siren 
of Ulysses is the prototype of the Siren of Orlando, and 
the character of Circe reappears in Alcina. The foun- 
tains of Love and Hatred may be traced to the story 
of Cupid and Psyche and similar eUbcts produced by 
a magic draught appear in the tale of Tristram and 
Isoude, ^d, substituting a flower for the draught, in 
Shakespeaie's ''Midsummer Night's Dream.'' There are 
many other instances of the same kind which the reader 
will recognize without our assistance, 
-.^he sources whence we derive these stories are, first. 



\ 



Digitized by Google 



PBEFAGB. 



V 



the Italian poets named above ; next, the " Romans de 
Chevalerie" of the Gomte de Tr^ssan; lastly, certain 
German collections of popular tales. Some chapters 
have been borrowed from Leigh Hunt's Translations 
from the Italian Poets. It seemed unnecessary to do 
over again what he had already done so well ; yet, on 
the oilier hand, those stories could not be omitted from 
the series without leaving it incomplete. 
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IHOSE who have inyestigated 
the. origia of the roaiaulic ta- 
bles relatin<^ to Charlemagne and his 
peers, an^ of opinion that the deeds of 
Charles Martel, and perhaps of other 
Charleses, havci been blended in po})u- 
lar tradition with those properly belong- 
ing to Chiirleraagne. It was indeed a 
most momentoas era; and if our readers- will have patience^ 
before entering on the perusal of the fabulous annals which 
we are about to lay before them, to take a rapid survey of 
the real history of the times, they will find it hardly less ro- 
mantic than the tales of the poets* 
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In the century begmuing from the year 600, the countries 
bofderiog upon the nalhne knd of oar SaTiooTy to the emrt 
and south, had not jet received hU religion. Arabia was 
the seat of an iddatKm lellgkm MtenibGiig diat of the aai- 
cient Persians, who worshipped the sun, moon, and stars. In 
Mecca, in the year 671, MahooMt was born, and hete^ at the 

age of Ibrty, he pivjclainied himself the prophet of God, in. 
dignity as snperior to Christ as Christ had been to Moeea« 
Having obtained hj 8low detrrces a considerable number oP 
disciples, he resorted to arms to difiiue hie religion* The 
energy and aeal of hie fUlowen, aided by the weakneei of 
the neighboring nations, enabled htm and his successors to 
spread the away of Arabia and the reUptm of Mahomet 
the countries to the east as far as the Indus, northward over 
Persia and Asia ICnor, westward over Egypt and the eontb- 
em shores of the Mediterranean, and thence over the prin- 
eipal portion of Spain. All this wae done within one hnndred 
years from the Hegira, or flight of Mahomet from Mecca to 
Medina, which happened in the year 622, and it the m 
from winch ^lahometans reckon time, as we do from the 
birth of Christ 

From Spain the way was open for the Saracens (so the 
frJlowers of Mahomet were called) into Fraaoe, the oonqoeat 
of wbkb, if acbioTed, would have been ibOowed Tery proba- 
bly by that of aU the rest of Europe, and would have resulted 
fai tlie baiOrfuaent of CbnidaBity from the mrtk. For Ovte* 
tianity was not at that day universal^ profes^^d, even by 
those natioae irideh we now vegaid as fiMwnwst in ctTiKai^ 
tion. Great part of Germany, Ikitaiu^ Denmark, and liussia 
were still pagan or barbaroas* 

At that time there ruled in France, though without the 
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title of king, the first of those illustrious Charleses of whom 
"we have spokeo, Charles MarCely the grandfather of Charle- 
magne. The Saracens of Spain had made incursions into 
Fxftnee in 712 and 718« and had retired, earryistg with them 
a vast hootj. In 725, Anhessa, who was then the Saracen 
governor of Spain, crossed the Pyrenees with a numeroiM 
«nnj, and took hj storm the strong town of Carcassone. So 
great was the terror excited by this invasion, that the coun- 
try for a wide extent submitted to the conqneror, and a Mi^ 
home tan governor for the province was appointed and installed 
at Naibonne. Anbessa, however, received a fatal wound la 
one of his engagements, and the Saracens, being thus checked 
ftom further advance, retired to Narbonne. 

In 732 the Saracens again invaded France under Abdal- 
rahman, advanced rapidly to the banks of the Garonne, and 
laid siege to Bordeaux. The city was taken by assault and 
delivered up to the soldiery. The invaders still pressed 
forward, and spread over the territories of Orleans, Auxerre, 
and Sens. Their advanced parties were suddenly called in 
by their chief, who had received information of the rieh 
abbey of Su Martin of Tours, and resolved to plunder and 
destroy it 

Charles during all this time had done nothing to oppose 
tbe Saracens, for the reason that the portion of France over 
which their incursions had been made was not at that time 
under his dominion, but constituted an independent kingdom, 
under the name of Aquitaine, of which Eude was king. But 
now Charles became oonvineed of the danger, and prepared 
to encounter it. Abdalrahman was advancing toward Tours, 
when intelligence of the appvoaeb of Charles, at the head of 
an army of Ftenks, compelled him to fall back upon PoitierB, 
in order to seize an advantageous field of battle. 
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Charles Martel had called together his warriors £rom every 
part of hit dominioaii and, at tke head of soiqIl an anaj wm 
bad hardly ever been seen in France, crossed the Loire, 
probably at Qrleans, andf Imag joined by the MOiains of ibm 
army of AqaUaine, came in sight of the Arabs in the mouili 
of Oetoberi The Saxaeeni aem to have been awara 

of the terrible enemy they were now to encounter, and fcr 
the first time these formidable oonqueroie bewitali»d. The 
two armies remained in presence daring seven days boftire 
either ventured to begin the attack; but at length the signal 
ibr battle was given by AbdalTahman, and the immense aaaas 
of the Saracea army rushed with fuxy on the Franks. jBut 
the heavy line of the Kotthom waivk>xa wnained like a rock, 
and the Saracens, during nearly the whole day^ expended 
their strength in vain attempts to make any iaipressioii afKMt 
them. At length| about four o'clock in the afternoon, when 
Abdalrahman was preparing for a new and de^erate atteai^ 
to break the line of the Franks, a terrible damor was heard 
in the rear of the Saracens. It was JEing Eude^ who^ with 
his Aquitanians, had attacked their camp, and a great part 
of the Saracen army rushed tamoltaoasly from the field to 
protect tiieir plunder. In Hub moment of eoniusion the line 
ot the Franks advanced, and, sweeping the field before it^ 
carried ftarful slaughter amongst tiie eomj. Abdalrahman 
made desperate efibrts to rally his troops, but when he him 
self, with the bravest of his officers, fell beneath the swords 
of the Cliristians, all order disappeared, and the remains of 
his army sought refuge in their immense camp, fifom whi<^ 
£ude and his Aquitanians had been repulsed. It was now 
late, and Charles, unwilling to risk an attads on the camp 

in tiie dark, withdrew his army, and passed the night in the 
plain, ei^MCting to raiew the battle in the morning.- 
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• Aeoordinglj, when daylight came, the Franks drew up in 
order oi' batlle, but no enemy appeared; and when at last 
thej ventured to approach the Saracen camp, they fbund it 
empty. The invaders had taken advantage of the night to 
be^ tiittr retreat, and were ahready on their way back to 
Spain, leaving their immense plunder behind to fall into the 
hands* of 4he Franks* 

This was the celebrated battle of Tours, in whicli va>t 
iniiii.bera of the Saracens were slaki) and only fifteen hundred 
of the Franks. Charles received the surname of Maitcl (the 
Hammer) in consequence <^ this victory. 

The Saracens, notwithstanding this severe blow, continued 
to hold their ground in the South of France ; but Pepin, the 
son of Charles Martel, who succeeded to his father's power, 
and assumed the title of king, successively took from them 
the strong places they held ; and in 759, by the capture of 
Karbonne, their capital, extinguished the remains of their 
power in France. 

Charlemagne, or Charles the Great, succeeded his father, 
Pepui, on the throne in the year 768. This prmce, though 
tlie hero of numerous romantic legends, appears greater in 
history than in fiction. Whether we regard hun as a warrior 
or as a legislator, as a patron of learning or as the civilizer 
of a barbarous na^n, he is entitled to our warmest admira- 
tion. Such he is in historj^ ; but the romancers represeiii 
him as often weak and passionate, the victim of treacherous 
counselloTS, and at the mercy of turbulent barons, on whose 
prowess he depends for the maintenance of his throne. The 
hislorioal representiitioii is doubtless * the true one, for it is 
handed down in trustworthy records, and is confirmed by the 
events of the age. At the height of his power, the French 
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empire extended over what w© now call France, German^y^ 
SwitMriaod, HoUand, Belgianit and geml part of Italy* 

In the jear 800^ Charlemagae, being in liome, whither be 
had gone with a munarooa army to protecl the Pope, wm 
crowned by the Pontiff Empeior of the ^Ve^t. On Christ- 
mas day Charleg entered the Church of St. Peter, as if 
merely to take his part in the celebration ol' the mass wiiii 
the rest of the oengregation* When he af^roadied the altwr 
and stooped in the act of prayer, the Pope stepped fbrward 
and phboed a crown 

tiie Boman people shosted, ^ Life and idotory to Qiarles the 
August crowned by God the great and pacihc i^^mpecor o^' 
the Romans." The Pope then prostrated himself before him^ 
and paid him reverence^ according to the custom estabiitihed 
in the tunes of the andeat BmperorB, and eondoded the 
ceremony by anointing him with com>eci*ated oiL 

Charlemagne's wars were chiefly against the pagan and 
barbarous people, who, under the name ot* Saxons, inliabited, 
the countries now eaUed Hanoyer and HoUand. He abo 
led expeditions against the Saracens of Spain ; but his wars 
with the Saracens were not earned on, as the romances 
assert, in France, but on the soil of Spain. He entered 
Spain by the Eastern Pyrenees, and made an easy conquest 
of Barcelona and Pampeluna. But Saragossa refused to 
open her gates to hun, and Charles ended by negotiating^ 
aad aoeepting a vail son of gold as the priee of his xetam 
over the Pyrenees. 

On his way baek, he mardied with his whole army 
through the gorges of the mountauia by way of tiie vaiieys 
ef Eagni, Eno^ and Bonoesvalles. The chief of this regian 
had waited upon Charlemagne, on his advance, as a iaitliiui 
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vassal of the monarchy ; but now, on the return of the 

Franks, he had called together all the wild mountaineers 
who acknowledged him as their chief, and they occupied 
the heights of the mountains under which the army had to 
pass. The main body of the troops met with no obstme- 
tion, and received no intimation of danger ; but the rear- 
guard, which was considerably behind, and encumbered with 
its plunder, was ' overwhelmed by the mountaineers in the 
pass of Boncesvalles, and slain to a man. Some of the 
bravest of the Frankish chiefk perished on this occasion, 
among whom is mentioned lloland or Orlando, governor of 
the marches or frontier of Brittany. His name became 
famous in ai'ter times, and the disaster of E-oucesvalles and 
death of Roland became eventually the most celebrated 
episode in the vast cycle of romance. 

Though ailer this there were hostile encounters between 
the armies of Charlemagne and the Saracens, they were of 
small account, and generally on the soi^ of Spain. Thus the 
historical foundation for the stories of the romancers is but- 
scanty, unless we suppose the events of an earlier and of a 
later age to be incorporated with those of Charlemagne's 
own time. 

There is, however, a pretended history, which for a long 

time was admitted as authentic, and attributed to Turpin, 
Archbishop of Bheims, a real personage of the time of 
Charlemagne. Its title is " History of Charles the Great and 
Orlando." It is now unhesitatingly considered as a collec- 
tion of popular traditions, produced by some credulous and 
unscrupulous monk, who thought to give dignity to his 
romance by ascribing its authorship to a well-known and 
eminent IndividuaL It introduces its pretended author, 
Bishop Turpin, in this manner: — 
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^Turpin, Archlibliop of Blieimty the friond and fleeretary 

of Cbarleft the Great, excelientlj skilled in sacred aad pro- 
tee lUeratore, of a genius eqatSky adapted to prose and vene. 
tlie advocate of the poor, beloved of Grod in his life aud 
convenatkm, who often fimght the Sacaeens, hand to hand, 
the Emperor's bide, he relates the act5 of Charles the 
Qreat in one book, and flounithed under Charles and hia son 
Louis, to the year of our Lord eight hundred and thiriy.*' 

The titles of some of Archbishop Turpin's ohaptm will . | 
show the nature of feis history. They are these : " Of the 
Walls of Psmpehina, that fell of themselves.'' Of the W44r 
of the holy Facumdus, where the Spears grew.** (Certain 
of the Christians fixed their the eyening, erect 

in the ground, before die castle; and (bond ttiem, in the 
moi^uDgy covered with bark and bcaaches.) ''How Ihe buu 
Blood still for Three Days, and of tiie Slangl^ of Four Thou- 
sand Saracens.'' 

Turpin^ history has perhiqpB been the aooros of tbe 
marvellous adventures which succeeding poets and romancers 
have aeenmukted around the names of Charlemagne and j 
his Paladins, or Peers. But Ariosto and the other Italian 
poets have drawn &om difierent sources, and doubtless often 
horn their own invention, numberless other stories which ! 
they attribute to the same heroeSi not hesitatug to quote ' 
as their authority ^the good Turpin," though his history 
oontams no trace of them and the more outrageous the 
impn>bability, or rather the impossibility, of their narrations^ 
the more attentive are they to cite ^the Archbishop,'' gen- | 
erally adding their testimonial to bis unquestionable veraeityr 

The principal Italian poets who have sung the adventures 
of the peers of Charlamapie are Puki, Bmardo» and 
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Aiio^to. The characters of Orlando, Rinaldo, A^tolpho, 
Gtto^ nd othera, are Ae same in all, thoogh the adren* 
tures attributed to them are different. Boiiirdo teiis us of 
the loves of OianickH Ariosto of iiis d«MppouitiBeBt and ood 
sequent madness, Fulci of his deatli. 

Ofper^-the Dane, is a real permaga. Hialory agrees 
with romance in representing him as a powerful lord wtio, 
origim^j from Demnaric and a Fagaa, aHd>raosd Chris- 
tiuiity, and took sert^ under Chaileiiiafiiie. He revolted 
fioia the Emperor, and was driren into exile. He alter* 
wards led one <^ lliose bends of {piratical Morthroeii wldeh • 
ravaged France under the reigns of Charlemagnti degen* 
ema sneoeesors. The description whiah an aneiant duron* 
ider gives of Charlemagne, as described by Ogier, is so 
pieteiesqne, that we are temfited to transcribe it GfaarioF- 

magne was advancing to the siege of Pa via. Didier, King 
of the Lombards^ was in the city with Ogier, to whom ha 
had given refuge. ^Vhen tliey learned that the king was 
a^ppnaohiogy they monnted a high tower» whaaee tboy oould 
see far and wide over the country. "They first saw 
sdTSAomg the engines of war, fit for the armies of Darius 
or Jaliiis Cmov * There is Cbsriemagne,' said Didier. 
'Ko^' said Ogier. The Lombsrd next saw a vast body 
ef floUiere, who fi&d all the plain. < Certainly Charles ad- 
mott with that host^' said the king. 'J^ot yet,' replied 
Ogieiw <What hope &r as,' resomed the king, <if he 
hrioga with him a greater host than that?' At last Chailes 
Sfipesred, Ids head covered with an iron helmety his hands 
with iron gloves, his breast and shoulders with a cuirass of 
inn, his left hand holding an im lanee^ while his right 
huud grasped his sword. Those who went before tha 

b 
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moiuurch, tbobe who marched at hi& aide, and thoee who folr- 
lowed liim^ all had aimilar arms. Iitm c o v e red tiie fieilia 

and the roads ; iron points reflected the rajs of the sun* 
This iron, so bard, was borne by a people wiMMe bearta 

were harder stilL The blaze of the weapons flashed terror 
into ibe streeta of tbe atjJ* 

This picture of Cliarlcmagne in his military aspect would 
be inooaiplete whhoat a oomaponding^ one of bis ^mood of 
peace." One of the greatest of modern historians, M. Guizot, 
baB oeoqwred the glory of Charlenagne to a bnUlanI meteor, 
rising suddenly out of the darkness of barbarism to disappear 
no lem saddenfy in the darkness of fendaKwa. But tbe 
lig^t of this inete<^ was not eoctingnisbed, and reriving 
ciyilisation owed much that was permanently beneficial to 
the great Emperor of tbe Franks. His mltng band is seen 
in the legislation of his time, as well as in the adminis- 
tration of tbe laws. He eocooraged leaifilag ; be npbekl die 
clergy, who were the only peaceful and intellectual class, 
against tbe encroaobing and tuibolait barons; be was an 
aiFectionate lather, and watched carefully over the education 
of bis ebildren, both eons and daugbters. Of bis encour- 
agement of learning, we will pve Pome particulars. 

He caused learned men to be brought from Italy and 
from other foreign countries, to revive the public schools of 
Fraacei wbicb had been prostrated by the disorders of pre> 
ceding times. He recompensed these learned men liberally, 
and kept some of them near himself, honoring them with 
his friendship. Of these tbe most eelebrated is Aleain, an 
Enghshman, whose writings still remain, and prove him to 
have been both a learned and a wise man. With the aaiist 
oi oi Alcuin, and others like him, he i'ounded an academy 
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ornjal fidiooly which should have the direction of the stadioe 

of all the schools of the kingdom. Charlemagne himself 
was a member of this academy on equal terms with the 
rest. He attended its meetings, and fuljQlled all the duties 
of an academician* Each member took the name of some 
famous man of antiquity.' Alcuin called himself Horace, 
aaother took the name of Augustin, a third of Pindar. 
Charlemagne, who knew the Psahns by heart, and who had 
an ambition to be, according to his conception, a king after 
Qod^t oum hearty reoeived from his brother academicians the 
name of David. 

Of the respect eotertained for him by foreign nations an 
interesting proof is afforded in the embassy sent to him by 
tiie Caliph of the Arabians, the celebrated Haroun al 
Baschid, a prince in character and conduct not unlike to 
Charlemagne. The ambassadors brought with them, besides 
other rich presents, a clock, the first that was seen in feu- 
rope, which excited universal admiration. It had the form 
of a twelve-sided edifice with twelve doors. These doors 
formed niches, in each of which was a little statue repre* 
senting one of the. hours. At the striking of the hour the 
doors, one for each stroke, were seen to open, and from the 
doQis to issue as many of the little statues, which, foUowmg 
one another, marched gravely round the tower. The motion 
of the clock ins caused by water, and the striking was 
effected by balls of brass equal to the number of the hours, 
which fell upon a cymbal of the same metal, the number 
fidling being determined by the discharge of the water, 
which, as it sunk in the vessel, allowed their escape. 

Charlemagne was succeeded by his son Louis, a well-in- 
tentioned but feeble prince, in whose reign the iabric reared 

* < 
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by Charles began rapidly to crumble. Louis was followed 
snccessiirely bj two Charleses, incapable princeSy whose weak 
and often tyrannical conduct is no doubt the source of incidents 
of that character ascribed in the romances to Charlemagne. 

The lawless and disobedient deportment of Charles's paladins, 
instances of which are so frequent in the romantic legends 
was also a trait of the declining empire, bat not of that of 
Charlemagne. 
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THE PEERS, OR PALADINS. 

1 1 AHE twelve most illustrious knights of Charlemagne 

were called Peers, for the equality that rei^iied 

among ihem ; while the name of Paladins, also con- 

fierrcA on ihem, 2nq>lie8 that thej were inmates of the 

palace and companions of the king. Their names are 

not always given alike by the romancers, yet we may 

enmnerate the most distinguished of them as follows: 

Orlando or BcJand (the former the Italian, the latter 

. the French form of the name}, £ivorite nephew of 

* 

Charlemagne ; Rinaldo of Montalban, cousin of Orlando ; 

Nanus Dnke of Bavaria ; Salomon, Kmg of Brittanj ; 
Tmrpin, the Archi»shop ; Astolpho, of England ; Ogier, 
the Dane; Malagigi, the Enchanter; and Florismart, 
the hwoA of Orlando. There were others who are 
sometimes named as paladins, and the nmnber cannot 
be strictly limited to twelve. Charlemagne himself must 
he counted one, and Ganelon, or (jano, of Mayence, tlie 

I ▲ 
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treaeherous enemj of all the rat, mm rated high on the 

list by bis deluded sovereign, who was completely the 
victim of his arts. 

We shall introdiice more particokriy to our leaders 
a few of the principal peers, leaving the others to make 

tbeir own introduction, as they appear in the coarse of 
our narrative. We begin with Orlando. 

ORLjiNDO. 

Milon, or Milone, a knigbt of great family, and dis- 
tantly related to Charlemagne, having secretly married 
Bertha, the Emperor*8 sister, was banished from France, 
and ezcomnranicated by the Pope. After a long and 
miserable wandering on foot as mendicants, Milon and 
his wife arrived at Sutri, in Italy, where they took refuge 
in a cave, and in that cave Orlando was horn. There 
his mother continued, deriving a scanty support from the 
compassion of the neighboring peasants ; while Milon, in 
quest of honor and ftrtone, went info foreign lands. 
Orlando grew up among the children of the peasantry, 
surpassing them all in strength and manly graces. 
Among his companions in age, though in station far 
more elevated, was OHver, son of the governor of 
the town. Between the* two boys a fisud arose, that 
led to a fight, in which Orlando thrashed his hval; 
but tills did not prevent a friendship springing up be- 
tween the two which lasted through life. 

Digitized by Google 



THE PESBS, OB PAI.ADIN8. 8 

Orlando was so poor that he was sometimes half 
naked. As he was a favorite of the boys, one day four 
of them brought some cloth to make him clothes* Two 
brought white and two red; and from this circum- 
stance Orlando took his coat-of-arms, or quartering^. 

When Charlemagne was on his way to Rome to 
receive the imperial crown, he dined in public in 
Sutri. Orlando and his mother that day had nothing 
• to eat, and Orlaudo, coming suddenly upon the royal 
party, and seeing abundance of provisions, seized from 
the attendants as much as he could carry off, and made 
good, his retreat in spite of their resistance. The Em- 
peror, being told of this incident, was reminded of an 
intimati<m he had received in a dream, and ordered the 
boy to be followed. This was done by three of the 
knights, whom .Orlando would have encountered with 
a cudgel on their entering the grotto, had not his 
mother restrained him. When they heard from her 
who she wi^, they threw themselves at her feet, and 
promised to obtain her pardon from the Emperor. 
This was easily effected. Orlando was received into 
&vor by the Emperor, returned with him to France, 
and so distinguished himself that he became the most 
powerful support of the throne and of Christi^^nity.* 

• It is plain that Shakespeare borrowed from this source the similar inci- 
dont in his **A8 you Like it" The names of characters in the piay, Orlando^ 
(HifWt Bowland, lodicato the saoM tiiiof • 
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Roland and Ferragus. 

Oriando, er Rdand, partica)arly distinguished him* 
idf by his combat with Ferragas« FeiraguB was a 

giant, and moreover his skin was of such impenetiable 
stuff that no sword coaM make any impression upon 
it. The giant's mode i£ fighting was to seize his 
adversary in his arms and carry him off, in spite of 
all the struggles he could make. Koland^s utmost skill 
cmly avmled to keep him oat of the giant's dutcheSf 
but all his efforts to wound him with the sword were 
useless. After long fighting, Ferragus was so weary 
that he proposed a truce, and when it was agreed 
upon, he lay down and immediately fell asleep. He 

• 
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&lept in perfect security, for it was agiiiist all the laws 

of dhaky to take advantage of an idvemij under 
\ sack eiteOBistaiices* But Ferragos lay so uAcomfiMrt- 

Mj for die want of a pillow^ that Orlando took pity 
f npon liiiiij and brought a smooth sto&e and placed it 

iindflr Us. bead* When tiie giant woke np, after a 

I 

zefreshis^ wwp^ and peceeived what Orlando liad done, 
he fiieemed quite grateful, became sociable, aiid talked 
freely in the usual boastful style of such characters. 
Anui^ other tldngB, ke told Orlando that he need not 
attempt to kill kkn witk a sword, for that every part 

I af his body was invulnerable, except this ; and as he 
ipdce, he pfiit kk hand to the vital part, just in the 

j iiiddte of his breast Aided by this infimnation, Or^ 
laado succeeded, when the fight was renewed, in 
piercmg the giant in the very spot he had pointed out, 
tad giving bini a desdi^eimd* Cheat was Ibe m» 
joieiiig ia the Christiaai eaaum and asany the praisea 
showered upcm the victorious paladin by the £mperor 
and all his host. 

On wBodier eeetvoo, Orlando eneouiteml a pais* 
MBt Saracen and took from him, as tiie prize 

of victory, the sword Durindaoa^ This iamous weapon 

' had once belonged to the illustrious prince Hector of 
Twf. It was of die finort woAnmasiip, and of snefa 
strength and temper that ne armor m the world could 

! itand against it. 

Digitized by Google 



6 LBGEXD8 OF OHABLSMAGHI. 

A Roland for jtN Oljfbm. 

Gnerm de MoDtg^ye held the hudship cf Yieimet 
subject to Charlemagne. He had quarrelled with his 
sovereigo, and Charles laid siege to his citj, having 
ravaged the neighboring coimtrf. Chierin was an 
aged warriw, but lehed fiir his defiance upon his four 
sons and two grandsons^ who were among the bravest 
knights of the age. After the siege had continued two 
months, Charlemagne received tidings that MarRilina^ 
king of Spain, had invaded France, and, finding hinft* 
self unopposed, was advancing rapidlj in the Southern 
provinces. At this intelligence, Charles listened to the 
• counsel of his peers, and consented to put the quarrel 
with Guerin to the decision of Heaven, by single com- 
bat between two knights, one of each party, selected 
by lot The proposal was acceptable to Gruerin and 
his sons. The names of the four, together with 
Guerin's own, who would not be excused, and of the 
two grandsons, who claimed tlieii* lot, being put into 
a helmet, Oliver's was drawn forth, and to him, the 
youngest of the grandsons, was assigned the honor and 
the peril of the combat. He accepted the awaid with 
delight, exulting in being thou<]rht worthy to maintain 
the cause of his fiunily* On Charlemagne's side Ro- 
land was the designated champion, and neidier he nor 
Ohver knew who his antagonist was to be. 
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They met oa m idmd io the fihona, and the war* 
liors of both camps were ranged on either shore, spec- 
taturs of tiie battle. At the first encounter both 
knoes weie Aimed, bat both ridm kept their aeats, 
immovable. They dismounted, and drew their sworda. 
Then ensued a combat which seemed so equal, that 
fhe apedators codd not fbma an opinion at to dia 
jsobaUe iasiia Two hoiuB and soNHre the kni^^ti coo- 
tinned to strike and parry, to thinist and ward, neither 
lowing any sign of weariness, nor ever being taken 
at nnawarecL At leagdi Orlando atntdc flirioiiBly ii|Kni 
OUv^s shield, burying Durindana in its edge ao 
deeply that he could not draw it back,, and Oliver, 
ahiioBt at the tame monmit, ilmut ao vigoroiMly upon 
(Mando's bieaatphite that hk awoid ana^ped off at the 
handle. Thus were the two warriors left weaponless. 
Scarcely pausing a moment, they rushed upon one 
aao&er, eadi atrivfaig to throw Us adTersary to the 
groimd, and fiiiling in that, each anatched at the othp- 
er's helmet to tear it away. Both succeeded, and at 
the same moment they stood bareheaded face to face, 
tnd Boland rasc^ised 01iv«^, and Oliver Bdand. For 
a moment they stood still ; and the next, with open 
arms, rushed into one another's embrace. am con- 
qoei^,'' sttd Oibndo. I yield me," said Oliver. 
The people on die ahcoe know not what to asake 
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of all tlufl* Presently they saw the two late ant^go- 
ttkis stisding hftod in bmd, and it waa mdaut tbm 
faattb waa at and. The kiiig^ csowded zMixftid 

tbeaa, and. with cme voica liailed them aa equala in 
glory. If there were any who felt disposed to naur- 
ttwr thai ib0 balida wm kft nndadded^ diajr wwa 
aQanaad .J>y tho voiaa of Ogbr tha DaMi who pro- 
claimed aluud that all had been done that honor 
reqiucad, and declared that he would maintain that 

award agakiat all gainaafafa. 
The qa«xel witb Qmmn. nd hi. «»• b».g left 

undecided^ a truce was made for four days, and in 

llmt tin^, hv the effiarta of Duka Name on tha one 

■ 

aide^ and ^ Oliraf on iiia otiber^ n seeonciliatka waa 

eSboted* Charlemagnai accoinpaniad by Guarin and 
jbis valiant &mily, marched to mjoet Marsilius, who 
haataaid to xetnat aaxosa iba frontier 

Binaldo was one of the four sons of Aymon, who 
manned Aya, tba nafcer of Obarkmagne. Tfana Rinaido 
waa naphaw to ChariBniagpa and cousin o£ Orlando* 

When liinaldo had grown old enough to assume 
arms, Orlando had won for himself an illustrious name 
by bk cnqdoita againat dia Soraoaiia, whom Oliaiie- 
magna and hia brave knights had driven oat of 
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Fxaactt* Odia&do's £Eima excited a noblo emulation in 
luiialdo. Eager to go< in pursuit of glory, he wan- 
dmd in tlw country Mar Faxw, and om day saw al 
the £x>t f4 • ivae a aqparb hone, iblljr aqdj^^ and 
loaded ivith a complete suit of armor. Binaldo clotiied 
himself iu tlic armor aiid mounted the horse, but took 
not ihe awdd* On iha day whea^ widi iiis bioAortv 
he had «eoM?od the honor of knighthood from the 
£ai{ierort lie had aworn never to hind a sword to his 
nde t91 he had wrested one from some famous knight. 

Binaldo took Ida way to tbt forast of Arden, cele* 
bratei^ fiwr ao many adventona. Hardly had he entered 
i^ when he met an old man, bending under the weight 
cf yeaia, and learned from him that the ferest was 
infated with a wild liana, imtamaUe, that iKroke and 
ovcfftnmed everything that opposed his career. To 
attack him, he said, or even to meet him, was certain 
death. Binaldo, fiur from being alarmed, showed the 
xBOBt eager deaire to comhat the animaL This was 
tlie horse Bayard, afterwards so famous. He had 
formerly belonged to Amadis of GanL After the 
death of that hero^ he had been held trnder endhant> 
! Q6Qt hy the power of a magician, who predicted that, 
when the time came to break the spell, he should bo 
Bobdaed by a ki^gjbt 4f ibe lineage of Amadis, and 
notkBS bfave Aaa he. 

! I* 
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To win this wondeifbl horse, it was necessary to 
conquer him by force or skill; for from the moment 
when he should be thrown down, he would become 
docile and manageable. His habitnal resort was a 
cave on the borders of the forest; but woe be to any 
one who should approach him, unless gifted with 
strength and courage more than mortal. Having told 
this, the old man departed. He was not, in feet, an 
old man, but Malagigi, the enchanter, cousin of Si- 
naldo, who, to favor the enterprises of the young knight, 
had procured for him the horse and armor which he 
so opportimely foand, and now put him in the way to 
acquire a horse unequalled in the world. 

Kinaldo plunged into the forest, and spent manj 
days in seeking Bayard, but found no traces of him. 
One day he encountered a Saracen knight, with whom 
he made acquamtance, as often happened to knights, 
by first meeting him in combat. This knight, whose 
name was Isolier, was also in quest of Bayard. Hf- 
naldo succeeded in the encounter, and so severe was 
the shock that Isolier was a long time insensible. 
When he revived, and was about to resume the con- 
test, a peasant who passed by (it was Malagigi) inter- 

^nipted them with the news that the terrible horse was 
bv u* 

^ at hand, advising them to unite their powers to 
"iftgne ^ liijji^ f^p it would re(^uire all tlieir ability. 
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Einaldo and Isolier, now become friends, proceeded 
togedier to the attack of the horse. They found Bay- 
ard, and stood a long time, concealed bj the wood, 
admiring his strength and beauty. 

A bright bay in color (whence he was called 
Bayard), with a silver star in his forehead, and his 
.hind feet white, his body slender, his head delicate, 
his ample chest filled out with swelling muscles, his. 
'Shoaldtis broad and full, his legs straight and sinewy, 
his thick mane fitUing over his archmg neck, — he 
came rushing through the forest, regardless of rocks, 
bushes, or trees, rending everything that opposed his 
way, and neigliing defiance. 

He first descried Isolier, and rushed upon him. 
The knight received him with lance in rest, but the 
fierce animal broke the spear, and his course was not 
delayed by it for an instant. The Spaniard adrcntly 
stepped aside, and gave way to the rushing tempest. 
Bayard checked his career, and turned agstin upon the 
knight, who had already diawn bis sword. He drew 
his sword, for he had no hope of taming the horse; 
that, he was satisfied, was impossible. 

Bayard rushed upon him, fiercely rearing, now on 
this side, now on that. The knight struck him with 
Us sword, where tb9 white star adorned his forehead, 
but struck in vain, and felt ashamed, thinking that he 
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Imd struck feebly, for be did not know that tlie skii 
of that horse was so tough that the keenest swort 
could mike no iaqHWMmi upm it 

Whistling Ml the sword once more, and struek witfai 
greater force, and the tierce horse felt it, md drooped 
his head under the blow, but the next moment tortiect 
upon his fee with snch a haSSet that the Pagan • ftU 
stunned and lifeless to the eardu 

Kiuaido, who saw Isolier fall, and thought that his 
life was reft, darted towards die horse, and, with his 
fist, gave him mioh s blow on the jaws iimt the blood i 
tipged his mouth with vermilion. Quidier than an , 
arrow leaves the bow the horse turned upon him, and 
tried to seifle hb arm with lus teeth. 

The kni^t stepped back, and then, lepeatiAg his 
blow, struck him on the ferehead. Bajard turned, 
and kicked with both his feet with a force tliat would 
have shattered a mountain. Rinaldo was on his guard, 
and evaded his attadcs, whedier made with head or 
heels. He kept at his side, avoiding both; but, 
making a false step, he at last received a terrible blow 
6om the horse's foot^ and at the shod^ afanost iUiited 
away. A second siieh Uow would have killed him, 
but the horse kicked at random, and a second blow 
did not reach Rinaldo, who in a moment recovered 
faimsdf. Thus the emtest eontimied until by chance 

• 
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Bayard 8 hot got caught between the bnmches of aa 
oak. Biualdo seized it, and putting forth all liis 
strength and address, ihvew htm m tlie ground* 

No eoomr had Bayard touched tha ground, than all 
his rage subsided. No longer an ol:yect of terror, ho 
became gentle and quiet, yet with dignity in hk mild* 
mm. 

The paladin patted his neck, stroked his breast, and 
amoothed his mane, while the animal neighed and 
flhowed delight to bo caressed by his master. Rinaldo, 
OTfting hun now completely subdued, took the saddle 
and trappiugii &om the other horse, and adorned Bay* 
ard with the spoils. 

Rinaldo became ene of tlie most ilkiitrioiis- knigbiB 
of Charl^sagne's court,*— Indeed, the most iUustrioos. 
if we except Orlando. Yet he was not always so obe- 
dient to the Emperor's commands as he should have 
hm^ and erexj fiuilt he committed was sure to be 
eggrayated by the mahoe of Gan, Duke of Msg»nm» 
tlie treacherous enemy of Binaldo and all his house. 

*At one time Rinaldo hsd incurred the severe die* 
{deasore of Charlemagne, and been beaished from 
court. Seeing no chance of being ever restored to 
fiiTor, lie went to Spain, and entered into the service 
of the Saracen king, Iyo. His brothem, Alardo, 
Bicardo, and Bicciardetto, accompanied him, and aU 
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four served the king so faitbfullj that thej rose to 
high favor with liim. The king gave them land in 
the mountains on the frontiers of France and Spain, 
and sulgected all the country round to Rinaldo's 
authority. There was plenty of marble in the moun- 
tains, the king furnished workmen, and they built a 
castle for Binaldo, surrounded with high walls, so as 
to be almost impregnable. Built of white stone, and 
placed on the brow of a marble promontory, the castle 
shone like a star, and Rinaldo gave it the name of 
Montalban. Here he assembled his friends, many 
is{ whom were banished men like himself, and the 
country people furnished them with provisions in re- 
turn fer the protection the castle afforded. Yet some 
of Rinaldo's men were lawless, and sometunes the sxxp* 
pUes were not furnished in sufficient abundance^ so that 
Rinaldo and his garrison got a had name for taking 
by force what they could not obtain by and we 
sometimes find Montalban spoken of as a nest of free- 
booters, and its defenders called a beggarly garrison. 

Charlemagne's dbpleasure did not last long, and, at 
the time our history commences, Sinaldo and his 
brothers were completely restored to the favor the 
Emperor, and none of his cavaUers served him with 
greater zeal and fidelily than they, throughout all his 
•wars with the Saracens and Pagans. 
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IT was the month of May, and the feast of Pente- 
cost. Charlemaime had ordered maoriificent fes- 
tivities, and summoned to them, hesides his paladins 
and vassals of the crown, all strangers. Christian or 
Saracen, then sojourning at Paris. Among the guests 
were King Grandonio, from Spain ; and Ferrau, the 
Saracen, with eyes like an eagle ; Orlando and Ri- 
naldo, the Emperor's nephews ; Duke Namo ; Astolpho, 
of England, the handsomest man living; Malagigi, the 
Enchanter; and Gano, of Maganza, that wily traitor, 
who had the art to make the Emperor think he loved 
him, while he plotted against him. 



16 LEGENDS OF CHABLEMA6NE. 

High sat Charlemagne at the head of his vassals 
and his paladins, rejoicing in the Aongbt of iheir 
number and their might, while all were sitting and 
hearing music, and feasting, when suddenly there came 
into the liall four enormous giants, having between 
them a lady of incomparable beauty, attended by a 
single knight. There were many ladies present who 
had seemed beautiful till she made her appearance, but 
after that they all seemed nothing. Every Christian 
knight tamed his eyes to her, and eyery Pagan 
crowded round her, while she, with a sweetness that 
might have touched a heart of stone, thus addressed 
the Emperor:— 

^^High-minded lord, the renown of your wcnrthiness, 
and of the valor of these your knights, which echoes 
&om sea to sea, encourages me to hope that two pil- 
grims, who hare come from the ends of the world to 
behold you, will not have encountered their fittigue in 
vain. 'And, before I show the motive which has 
brought us hither, leai'n that this knight is my brother 
Uberto, and that I am his sister Angelica. Fame has 
toldcus of the jousting this day appointed, and so the 
prince my brother has come to prove lus valor, and to 
say that, if any of the knights here assembled choose 
to meet him in the joust, he wiU encounter them, <me 
by one, at the stair of Merlin, by the Fountain of the 



Digitized by Google 



TH£ TOUBNAMfiHT. 



17 



Fine. And his conditions are these: No knight who 
ehanees to be thrown shall be allowed to renew the 
combat, but shall remain prisoner to my brother, but 

if my brother be overthrown, he shall depart out of 
ihe country, leaving me as tlie prize of the con- 
queror." 

Now it must be stated that this Angelica and her 

brother who called himself Uberto, but whose real 
name was ArgaUa, were the children of Oalafron, 
king of Cathay, who had sent them to be the destruc- 
tion of the Christian host; for Argalia was armed 
with an enchanted lance, which unfailingly overthrew 
everything it touched, and he was mounted on a horse, 
a creature of magic, whose swiftness outstripped the 
wind* Angelica possessed also a ring which was a 
defence against all enchantments, and when put into 
the mouth rendered the bearer invisible. Thus Arga- 
lia was expected to subdue and take prisoners whatr 
ever knights should dare to encounter him ; and the 
charms of Angelica were relied on to entice the pala- 
dins to make the &tal venture, while her ring would 
afford her easy means of escape. « 

When Angelica ceased speaking, she knelt before 
ihe king and awaited his answer, and everybody gazed 
en her with admiration. Orlando especially felt irre- 
sistibly drawn towards her, so that he trembled and 

B 
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changed countenance. Eveiy knight in the hall was 
infected with the «am6 feeling, not excepting old wliite* 
headed Dake Nama and Chariemi^gne himself^* 

All j^tooil i'ur a while iu silence, lost in the delight 
of looking at her. The 6ery youth Ferrau could - 
hardly restnun huttsdf from seising her frooa the , 
giaata and carrying her away; liinaldo turned as red | 
as firei while Malagigii who had discovered by his 
art that the stranger was not speaking tnith^ mattered 
softly, as lie looked at her, Exquisite false creature! | 
I will play thee such a trick for this, as will leave 
thee no cause to boast of tliy visit/* 

Charlemagne, to detain her as long as possible be- 
fore him, delayed his assent till he had asked her a 
number of questions, all which she auswered discreetly, 
and then thj challenge was accepted. 

As soon as she was gone, Malagigi consulted his 
book, and found out the whole plot of the vile, infidel 
king Galafron, as we have explained it, so he detei^- | 
mined to seek the damsel and frustrate her designs. 
He hastened to the appointed spot, and there feund 
the prince and his siiter in a beautiful pavilion, where | 
they lay asleep, while tlie four giants kept watch. 
Malagigi took his book and cast a spell out of it| and 
immediately the four giants fell into a deep sleep. | 
Drawing his sword (for he was a belted knight), he 
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soiUy approached the young lady, intending to de- 
spatch her at once; bnt, seeing her lode so lovely, he 
paused for a moment, thinking there was no need of 
hurry, as he bdSered his spell was upon her, and she 
could not wake. But the ring which she wore secured 
her from the 'effect of the spell, and some slight noise, 
or whatever eke it was, caused her at that moment 
to awake. She uttered a great cry, and flew to her 
brother, and waked him. By the help of her knowl- 
, edge of enchantment, they took and bound fast the 
magician, and, seizing his book, turned his arts against 
himself. Then they summoned a crowd of demons, and 
bade them seize their prisoner and bear him to king 
Galafiron, at his great city of Albracca, which they 
did, and, on his arrival, he was locked up in a rock 
under the sea. 

While these things were going on, all was uproar 
at Paris, since Orlando insisted upon being the first 
to try the adventure at the stair of Merlin. This was 
resented by the other pretenders to Angehca, and all 
contested his right to the precedence. The tumult 
was stilled by the usual expedient of drawing lots, and 
the first prize was drawn by Astolpho. Ferrau, the 
Saracen, had the second, and Grandonio the third. 
Next came Berlinghieri, and Otho; then Charles him* 
self, and, as his ill-fortune would have it| after thirty 
more, the indignant Orlando. 
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Astulplio, who drew the first lot, was handsome^ 
brave, and rich. But, whether inm heedlesuiess or 
want of skill, he was an nnhicky jooster, and verj 
apt to be thrown, an accident which he bore with 
perfect good-liuiuor, always ready to mount again and 
ixy to mend his fortone, generally with no better sac* 
cess. 

Astolpho went forth upon his adventure with great 
gayety of dress and manner, encountered Argalia, and 
was immediately tilted out of the saddle. He railed 
at fortune, to whom he laid all the fault; but his 
painful feelings were somewhat reUeved by the kiud- 
ness of Angelica, who, touched by his youth and 
good looks, granted him the Uberty of the pavilion, 
and caused him to be treated with all kindness and 
respect. 

The violent Ferrau had the'nezt chance in ihe en- 
counter, and was thrown* no less speedily than Asto^ 
pho ; but he did not so easily put up with hia 
mischance. Crying out, What are the emperor's 
en era elements to me?" he rushed with his sword 
against Argalia, who, being forced to defend himself, 
dismounted and drew liis sword, but got so much the 
worse of the fight that he made a signal of surrender, 
and, after some words, listened to a proposal of mar- 
riage from Ferrau to his sister. The beauty, however. 
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leeling no inclination to match with sach a rough 
and savage-looking person, was so dismayed at the 

pffer, that, hastily bidding her brother to meet her in 
the forest of Arden, she vanished &om the sight of 
both by means of the enchanted ring. Argalia, seeing 
this, took to his horse of swifbiess, and dashed away 
in the same direction. Ferrau pursued him, and As- 
tolpho, thus left to himself, took possession of the en- 
chanted lance in place of his own, which was broken, 
not knowing the treasure he possessed in it, and 
returned to the tournament. Charlemagne, finding the 
lady and her brother gone, ordered the jousting to 
proceed as at first intended, in which Astolpho, by 
aid of the enchanted lance, unhorsed all comers against 
him, equally to their astonishment and bis own. 

The paladin Rinaldo, on learning the issue of the 
combat of Ferrau and the stranger, galloped after the 
fiur fugitive in an agony of love and impatience. Or- 
lando, perceiving his disappearance, pushed forth in 
like manner; and, at length, all three are in the forest 
of Arden, hunting about for her v^ho is invisible. 

Now in this forest there were two fountains, the 
one constructed by the sage Merlin, who designed it 
for Tristram and the fidr Isoude;* for such was the 
virtue of this fountain, that a draught of its waters 

« See their story in The Age of GhiTalxx.*' 
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produced an oblivioii of the love which the drinker 
might feel, and even produced aversion for the object 
formerly beloved. The other fountain was endowed 
with exactly opposite qualities, and a draught ot it in- 
spired love for the first living object that was aeen 
after tasting it. Rinaldo happened to come to the 
first-mentioned fountain, and, being flushed with heat, 
dismoonted, and quenched in one draught both his 
thirst and his passion* So fiur from loving Angelica as 
before, he hated her from the bottom of his heart, 
became disgusted with the seareh he was upon, and, 
feeling fiitigued with his ride, finding a sheltered and 
flowery nook, laid himself down and fell asleep. 

Shortly after came Angelica, but, approaching in a 
diiFerent direction, she espied the other fountain, and 
there quenched her thirst. Then resuming her way, 
she came upon the sleeping Rinaldo. Love instantly 
seized her, and she stood rooted to the spot. 

The meadow round was all fiill of lihes of the valr 
ley and wild roses. AngeUca, not knowing what to 
do, at length plucked a handful of these, and dropped 
them, one by one, on the face €i the sleeper. He 
woke up, and, seeing who it was, received her saluta- 
tions with averted comitenance, remounted his horse, 
and galloped away. In vain the beautiful creature 
fi>Uowed and called after him, in vun aaked him 
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vbti ehe had done to lie so despised. Binaldo dis- 
qppeured, kayiiig ber in deqfMur, aad she xetanted in 

tears to the spot where she had found him sfeefiing. 
There, in her torn, she herself lay down, pressing the 
ipot of earth on which he had kin, and^ ont of fiiftigne 
and WBDom, fell aakqa* 

As AngftlicA thus lay, ibi:tune conducted Orlando to 
ihe same place. The attitude in which bhe was 
sleeping was so lovely, that it is not to be eonceiTed, 
jaach leai expressed. Orkndo stood gazing like a man 
who had been tran^orted to another sphere. ^^Am 
I on earlih,'' be eocduned, or am I in Paradise? 
Surdy it is I that deep, and this is mj dream/' 

But his dream was proved to be none in a manner 
which he little desired. Ferrau, who liad slaiu Arga- 
lia, came np, raging with jealoiisy, and a eombat ensued 
which awd&a the sieqwr. 

Terrihed at what she beheld, she rushed to her 
palfrey, and, while the fighters were occupied with 
cue saotber, fled away tbroii^ the ferest The tshamp 
{ioos continned theur fight till they were interrupted 
by a messenger, who brought word to Ferrau that 
king MarsiKni, bia sovereign, was in preasing need of 
lus essistanfo, and conjinied Um to retom to Spam* 
Fsima, upon this, proposed to suspend the combat* 
to wliich OrlandO| eager to pursue Angelica, agreed. 
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Penra, on llio oilier hoid, departed with the mcaoqa 
get to Spain. 

Orlando's quest for the fiur iugitive was all in vain* 
Aided by the powers of magic, she made ft mpeedy 
retnm to ber own coantrf . 

But the tfaoD^t of Rinaldo could not be baniahed 
from her mind, and she determined to set Malagigi at 
libertf, and to employ him to win Binaldo, if poeoible, 
to make hef ft fetnm of affection. She accordingljr 
freed him from his dungeon, unlocking his fetters with 
her own hands, and restored him liis book, promising 
him am^e honors and rewards, cm eonditioii of hia* 
bringing Binaldo to her feet. 

Malagigi accordingly, with tiie aid of his book, called 
up a demon, mounted him, and departed* Arrived at 
his destination^ he inveigled Binaldo into an enchanted 
bark, which conveyed him, without any visible pilot, to 
an island where stood an edifice called Joyous Castle. 
The whole island was a garden. On tiie westnm side, 
doae to the sea, was the pahoe, built of marble, ao 
clear and polished that it reflected the landscape about 
it. Rinaldo leapt ashore, and soon met a lady, who 
invited him to enter. The house was as beantifid 
within as without, ftdl of rooms adorned with azure 
and gold, and witli noble paiutmgs. The lady led the 
kni^t into an apartment painted with stories, and 
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opening to the ^u:den, ihroagh pillars of crjital, 
golden capitals. Here he found a bevy of ladies, three 
of whom were singing in concert, wliile another 
played on an instrument of exquisite acccHPd, and the 
rest danced ronnd about them* When the ladies be- 
held him comingi they turned the dance into a circuit 
round him, and then one of them, in the sweetest 
manner, said, ^*Sir knight, the tables are set, and the 
hour for the banquet b come " ; and, with these words, 
still dancing, they. drew him across the lawn in &out 
of the apartment, to a table that was spread with 
doth of gold and fine linen, wider a bower of damask 
roses by the side of a fountain. 

Four ladies were already seated there, who rose, 
and placed Rinaldo at their head, in a chair set with 
pearls. And truly indeed was lie astonished. A re- 
past ensued, consisting of viands the most delicate, and 
^ines as fragrant as they were fine, drunk out of 
jewelled cups ; and, when it drew towards its condu- 
non, harps and lutes were heard in the distance, and 
one of the ladies said in the knight's ear : This house 
and all that you see in it are yours ; for you alone 
im it built, and the builder is a queen. Happy in- 
dsed must yon think yourself, for she lores you, and 
she is the greatest beauty in the world. Her name is 
Angelica." 

8 
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p^'i^he moment Einaldo heard the name he so detent 
^ed, he started up, with a changed countenance, and* n 
spite of all that the ladj conld say, broke off across 
the garden, and never ceased hastening till he reached 
the place wher^ he landed. The bark was still on the 
shore. He sprang into it, and pushed off, though he 
saw nobody in it but himself. It was in vain for faka 
to tiy to control its movements, for it dashed on as if 
in fury, till it reached a distant shore covered with s 
gloomy forest. Here Rinaldo, surrounded by enchant- 
ments of a very different scMrt from those which hi 
had lately resisted, was entrapped into a pit. 

The pit belonged to a castle called Altaripa, which 
was hung with human heads, and paints red with 
blood. As the paladin was viewing the scene with 
amazement, a hideous old woman made her appear- 
ance at the edge of the pit, and told liim that he was 
destined to be thrown to a monster, who was only 
kept from devastating the whcde country hy being 
supplied with Uving human flesh. Binaldo said, Be 
it so ; let me but remain armed as I am, and I fear 
nothing." The old woman laughed in deriakm. fii* 
naldo remained in the pit all night, and the next 
morning was taken to the place where the monster 
had his den. It was a court surrounded by a high 
wall. Rinaldo was shut in with the beast, and a teodr 
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Ue combat ensued. Rinaldo was imable to make any 
impression Cfa the scales of tlie monster, wUle he, on 
lAe eontmry, with his «bead£al claws, tore away plate 
l«Qd mail from the paladin. Sinaldo began to think 
hk last bour was come, and cast his eyes around and 
above to see if dim w» any means of escape. He 
pncevred a beam pfojecting from the wall at the 
height of some ten feet, and, taking a leap almost 
ruiraculous, he succeeded in teaching it, and in fling- 
I iag Uflnelf up across it. Here he sat for hours, the 
! liideoiia brute continually trying to reach him. AB, at 
once, be heard the sound of something coming through 
the air like a bird, and suddenly Angelica herself ' 
lighted on Ae end of the beam. She held something 
in her hand towards him, and spoke to him in a loving 
Toipe. But the moment Hinaldo saw her, he com- 
manded her to go away, reftised all her oflbrs of as- 
SBtance, and at length declared that, if she did not 
leave him, he would cast himself down to the monster, 
I and meet his fate. 

AngeKffm, saying she would lose her life rather than 
displease him, departed; but first she threw to the 
monster a cake of wax she had prepared, and spread 
sroQnd hmi a rope knottsd widi nooses. The beast 
took the bait, and, folding his teeth glued together by 
the wax, vented his fury in bounds and leaps, and, 
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soon getting entangled in the nooses, drew them tigh 
by hb struggles, so that he could scarcely move s 
limb. 

Binaldoy watching his chance* leapt down upon his 
back, seized him round the neck, and throttled him, 
not relaxing his gripe till the beast fell dead* 

Another difficulty remained to be overcome. The 
walls were of immense hei|^t, and the only opening 
in them was a grated window of such strength tliat 
be could not break the bars. In bis distress Rinaldo 
found a file which Angelica had left on the groond, 
and, with the help of this, effected his deliverance. 

r 

What further adventures he met with will be told 
in anoliher chapter. 
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AT the very time when Charlemagne was holding 
his plenary court and his great tournament, his 
kingdom was invaded by a mighty monarch, who was 
moreover so valiant and strong in battle that no one 
could stand against him. He was named Gradasso, 
and his kingdom was called Sericane. Now, as it 
often happens to the greatest and the richest to long 
for what they cannot have, and thus to lose what 
they already possess, this king could not rest content 
without Durindana, the sword of Orlando, and Bay- 
ard, the horse of Rinaldo. To obtain these he deter- 
mined to war upon France, and for this purpose put 
in array a mighty army. 
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He ioA bis wnj Aroagh Spain, mi^ after defeat- I 

ing MannlinB, the king of that countEj, in seYeial I 

battles, was rapidly advancing on Jbrance. Charle- J 

■ 

magiie, though Marsilius was a Saracen, aud had been 1 
Ins enemy, yet felt it needful to sncoor him in this I 
extremity from a consideration of common danger, I 
and, with the consent of his peers, despatched Rinaldo I 
with a strong body of soldiers against Gradasso. I 
There was much fitting, with donbtfni resolts, and I 
Gradasso was steadily advancing into France. But, I 
impatient to achieve his objects, he chaUenged Rmaldo 
to single combat, to be fooght on foot, and upon these I 
conditions: If Rinaldo conqaered, Grradasso agreed to I 
give up all his prisoners and return to his own I 
country ; but if Gradasso won the day, he was to J 
have Bayard. 

The challenge was accepted, and would have been I 

fought had it not been for the arts of Malagigi, who | 
just then returned from Angelica's kingdom with set 
purpose to win Rinaldo to look with ftvor upon the 
fiur princess who was dying for love of him. Malagigi 
drew £inaldo away from tlie army, by putting on the 
semblance of Gradasso, aud, after a short contest, 
pretending to fly before him, by which means Rinaldo 
was induced to follow him into a boat, in which he 
was borne away, aud entangled iu various adventures, 
as we have already related. ^ 
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The army, left under the command of Bieciardetto, 
Binaido'a brother, was soon joined by Charlemagne 
and all his peerage, but experienced a disastrous rout, 
and the Emperor and many of liis paladins were 
taken prnoners. Ghradasso, however, did not abnae 
Us victory ; be took Charles by the hand, seated him 
by his side, and told him he warred only for honor* 
He renounced all conquests, on condition that the 
Emperor should deUver to him Bayard and Durin- 
daoa, both of them the property of his vassals, the 
former of which, as he maintained, was already for* 
feited to him by Einaldo's failure to meet him as 
agreed. To these terms Charlemagne readily acceded. 

Bayard, after the departure of his master, bad been 
taken in charge by Bicciardetto, and sent back to 
Paris, where Astolpho was in command, in the ab- 
lenoe of Charlemagne. Astolpho recdved with great 
indignation the message despatched for Bayard, and 
replied by a herald that "he would not surrender the 
horse of his kinsman Rinaldo, without a contest. If 
Gradasso wanted the steed, he might come and take 
him, and that he, Astolpho, was ready to meet him in 
the field.*' 

Gradasso was only amused at this answer, for As- 
tolpho's fiuoae as a successftd warrior was not high, 

and Gradasso willingly renewed with him the bargain 
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wliich he bad made widi RinaHiX On these oradir, 
tions the battle was fought. The enchanted laiioe» in, 
the hands of Astolphoy peifocmed a new wonder » and 
Gradassoi the terrible Gradasso, was unhorsed. 

He Isagi his woxd, set free his priscmers, and pat 
his anny on the march to letom to his own eoimtrjr, 
reneinng his oath, however, not to rest till he had| 
taken from Biaaldo his horse, and ixom Orlando iiis 
iword, or lost his life in ihe attempt* 

Charlemagne, fnll of gratitude to Astolfdio, would i 
have kept him near his person and loaded him with , 
honors, but Astolpho preferred to seek Hinaldo, with 
die view of restoring to him his hone, and departed 
from Paris with that design. 



Our story now returns to Orlando, whom we left 
fiMcinated with the sight of the sleeping beanfy, who^ 
however, escaped him while engaged in the combat 
with Ferrau* Having long sought her in vain through 
the recesses of the wood, he resolved to follow hor to 
her &ther'8 court. Leaving, therefore, the camp of 
Charlemagne, he travelled long in the direction of Uis 
East, making inq^uiiy everywhere, if, perchance, be 
mi^t get tidings of the fugitive. Afber manj ad« 
ventures, he arrived one day at a pkce where many 
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roads crossed, and, meeting there a courieri he asked 
Urn for Tlews. The courier replied, that he had been 
dnpaldied by Angelica to solidt the aid of Sacripant, 
kijog of Cireaaaia, in favor of her hther Ghdairon, who 
was besieged in his city, Albracca, bj Agricau, king 
cf Tarlaiy* This Agrican had been an unsuccessful 
saitor to the damsel, whom he now pursued with arms* 
Orlando thiui learned that he was within a day's 
journey of Albracca ; and feeling now secure of An- 
gelica, he proceeded with all speed to her city, 
I Thus journeying he anived at a bridge, under 
which flowed a foaming river. Here a damsel met 
! him with a goblet, and informed him that it was tlie 
usage of this bridge to present tlie traveller with a 
cop. Orlando accepted the offered cup and drank ita 
contents. He had no sooner done so than his brain 
reeled, and he became unconscious of the object of 
his journey, and of everything else. Under the in- 
flome of this ftscination he fi>llowed the damsel into 
a magnificent and marvellous palace. Here he found 
himself in company with many knights, unknown to 
biin and to each other, though if it had not been for 
Cup of Ofiiivion of which they all had partaken, 
tliey would have found themselves brothers in arms. 
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Astolpho, proceeding on his way to seek Rinaldo 
splendidly dretied ud equipped, as wat bia'wgiit, as 
rivad io Ciroaasia^ and foond there a great arm; 
encamped under tlie command of Saoripanty th» 
of that coiuitry, who was leading it to the defence of 
Galafran, tiie firtim ef Angelica. Sacrifkant, mndi 
jtmck by the appeamaoa of Aatolpba and hia liaE8e« 
accoited lum courteou&ly, and tried to enlist him in bis^ 
service ; but Astolpho, proud of Ins late victoriesi^ 
aoomftdljr dedined hia offinoSf and porsoed hia way. 
King Sacripant was too mmdi attracted bjr his appeal^ 
ance to part with liim so easily, and, having laid aside 
Ids kingly ornaments, set out in pui*suit of lum* 

Astolpho nes;t day encountered on his way a 

« 

atanger knight, named Sir Fbnsmartt Lord of As 
Sylvan Tower, one of the bravest and best of knigM^ 

having as bis gui/de a damsel, young, fair, and virtu- 
ous, to ^hom he was tenderly attached, whose name 
was Flordelis* Astdipho, as he approached, defied the 
knight, bidding him yield the lady^ or prepare to 
maintain his right by arms. Florismart accepted the 
contest, and the knights encountered. Florisnuurt was 
nnhotsed and his steed fall deadt while Bayard saf* 
tsined no iignry by the shedi;. 

Florismart was so overwhehned with despair at bis 
own disgrace and die aig^t of the damsel's distress, 
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that he drew his sword, and was about to plunge it 
into his own bosom. But Astolpho held his hand, 
told him ibat he contended only for glory, and was 
contented to leave him the lady. 

Wliile Florlsmart and Flordelis were vowing eter- 
ikd gradtade, king Sacripant arrived, and eoveting the 
damsd of the one champion as much as the horse and 
arms of the other, defied them to the joust. Astolpho 
met the challenger, whom he instantly overtlirew, and 
presented his coarser to Florismart, leaving the king 
to return to his army on foot. 

The firiends pursued their route, and erelong Flor- 
delis discovered, by signs which were known to her, 
flat they were approaching the waters of Oblivion, 
and advised them to turn back, or to change their 
course. This the knights would not hear of, and, 
continuing their march, they soon arrived at die 
bridge where Orlando had been taken prisoner. 

The damsel of the bridge appeared as before with 
the enchanted cup, but Astolpho, forewarned, rejected 
It with scorn. She dashed it to the ground, and a 
fire blazed np which rendered the bridge unapproach* 
able. At the same moment the two knights were 
assailed by sundry warriors, known and unknown, 
who, ha^ving no recollection of anyAing, joined blindly 
in defence of theur prison-house* Among diese was 
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Ofiftndo, at sight of whom Astolpho, with all hii 
eonfidence not daring to encounter him, turned and 
fled, eviBg hk eacqpe to the etmigth and flo e tn oM €»f 
Bayard. 

Florismart, meanwhilOf overlaid by fearful odda, 
was compelled to yield to necessity, and comply with 
Ae QMigB of the Airy. He dnmk of the eop» and 
remained prisoner with the rest Flordelis, de^red 
of her two irieuds, retired from the scene, and devoted 
herself to untiring efforts to effect her lover's doHrer- ' 
ance. Astolpho punaed his way to AlbmocB^ whteb i 
Agrican was about to besiege* He was kindiy | 
welcomed by Angelica, and enrolled among her de- 
fenders. Impatient to distingoMi himself, he one 
night tallied forth alone, arriTed in Agrican'e oamp, | 
and Bfihofeed his warriors right and left by means of | 
the enchanted lance. But he was soon surrounded 
and overmatched, and made prisoner to Agrican. 

Relief was, however, at hand ; for as the dtiMS 
land BoUim were one day .leaning over their waDsf 
they descried a cloud of dust, from which horsemen 
were seen to prick forth, as it rolled on towards the i 

I 

oamp of the besiegers. This tamed out to be the 
amy of Sacripant, which immediately attacked that of 

Agrican, with the view of cutting a passage through 
his caiup to the besieged city. But Agrican, mounted 
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I opoQ Bayard, taken £ram Astolpho, but not armed 
with the lance of gold, the virtues of which were lui- 
koowa to bim, p^rfhrmed "wandeiBt and laUied hil 

I scattered troops, which had gtv&ai way to the Bvddoi 
and unexpected assault. Sacripant, on the other hand, 
eocoiin^ed his men by the most^ desperate acts of 
vaknr, having m an additional inoentiye to his oonrage 
the sight of Angelica, who showed herself upoa die 
city walk. 

There she witnessed a single combat between the 
tiro leaders, Agriean and Saoiipant. In this, sbI 
kiigth, her defender appeared to be orermatcbed, 
when the Circassians broke the ring, and separated the 
combatants, who were borne asunder in the rush. 

I Sscripant, seTereljr wounded, profited by the con* 
finioii, and escaped into Albnma, where he wa^ 

! kindly received and carefully tended by Angelica. 
The battle continuing, the Circassians were at last 
put to flight, and, being intercepted between the 
enemy^s lines and the town, soi^ht tot refuge under 
the walls. Angehca ordered the drawbridge to be let 
down, and tlie gates thrown open to the fugitives. 
With these Agriean, not distinguished in the crowd, 
entsied the place« driving both Cireassttus amd Ca» 
thayans befoire him, and the portcullis being dropped^ 
lie was shut in. 
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For a time the terror which he inspired put to 
flight all opposers, but when at last it came to be 
known that few or none of bis feUowers had efibcted 
an entrance with him, the fugitives rallied and sur- 
roonded him on all sides. While he was thus appar- j 
ently reduced to the last extremities, he was saved \ 
hj the very cirenmstanoe whidi threatened him with 
destruction. The soldiers of Angelica, closing upon 
him from all sides, deserted their defences; and his 
own besieging army entered, the city in a part where 
tbe wall was broken down. 

In this way was Agrican rescued, the city taken, I 
and the inhabitants put to the sword. Angelica, how- | 
erer, with some of the knights who were ber defend- 
ers, among whom was Sacripant, saved beiself in the 
citadel, which was planted upon a rock. 

The fortress was impregnable, but it was scantily 
victuaUed, and ill provided with other necesnries. 
Under these drcumstances, Angelica announced to 
those blockaded with her in the citadel her intention 
to go in q^uest of assistance, and, having plighted her 
promise of a speedy return, she set out, with the en* 
chanted ring upon her finger. Mounted upon ber pal- 
frey, the damsel passed through the enemy's lines, 
and by sunrise was many miles clear of their encamp- 
ment. 
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It so happened that her road led her near the fatal 

bridge of Oblivioa, and, as she approached it, she mot . 

t damsel weqnng faittarly* It was Flordelis, wboae 

lover, Florismart, as we have related, had met the 

&te of Orlando and many more, and fallen a yicthn 

• 

to the enchantress of the cnp. She related her ad- 
'ventures to Aog^ca, and conjured her to lend what 
aid she might to rescue her lord and his companions. 
Angelica, accordingly, watching her opportunity and 
aided by her ring, slipped into the castle unseen, when 
the door was opened to admit a new victim. Here 
she speedily disenchanted Orlando and the rest by a 
touch of her talisman. But Florismart was not there. 
He had been given up to Falerina, a more powerftd 
enchantress, and was still in durance. AngeUca con- 
jured the rescued captives to assist her in the recovery 

of her kingdom, and all departed together for AI- 
1»acca. 

The arrival of Orlando, with his companions, nine 
in all, and among the bravest knights oi France, 
changed at once the fortunes of the war. Wherever 
the great paladin came, pennon and standard fell be- 
fore him. Agrican in vain attempted to rally his 
troops. Orlando kept constantly in his front, forcing 
him to attend to nobody else. The Tartar king at 
lei^th bethought him of a stratagem. He turned hie 
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Iiorse, aiid made a show of %ing in despair. Orlando 
daAed after him as he desired, and Agrican fled tiD 
ha reached a green plaoe in a. woodi where tfaeie was 
a fi>iuiUun* 

The place was beautiful, and the Tartar dLimounted 
to refresh himself at the fimntain, hot withont taking 
off his hdmet, or laying aside any of his armor. Qr- 
huido was quickly at his back, crying out, ^^So bold, 
aud yet a fugitive I How could you fly from a single 
am, and think to eaeape?*' 

The Tartar king had leaped on his saddle tho 
moment he saw his enemy, and when the paladin had 
done speaking, he said, in a mild voice, Witlioot 
donbt yon are the best kniglit I ever enconntered, and 
ftin wookl I leare yon nntouohed for year own sake, 
if you would cease to hinder me £rom rallying mj 
people. I pretended to ily, in order to bring you out | 
of the field. If you inrnt npon fighting, I nmst needs 
fight and slay yon, hot I call the son in die heayens 
to witness I would rather not. I should be very sorry 
for your death. 

The Connt Orlando fblt pity ftr so mnoh gslhuitry, 
and he said^ The nofakr yoo/ ahow yourself, the 
more it grieves me to think that, in dying without s 
knowledge of the true fiiith, you will be lost in the 
ether worid. Let ne advise yon to save body aai 
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soul at once. Receive baptism, and go your way in 
peace." 

Agrican replied: suspect 70a to be the paladin 

Orlando. If you are, I would not lose this opportuni- 
ty of fighting with you to be king of Paradise. Talk 
to me no more abont your things of another world, 
for you will preach in vain. Each of us for himself, 
and let the sword be umpire." 

The Saracen drew his sword, boldly advancing 
upon Orlando, and a combat began, so obstinate and 
80 long, each warrior being a miracle of prowess, that 
the story says it lasted from noon till night. Orlando 
then, seeing the stars come ont, was the first to pro- 
pose a respite. 

^^What are we to do," said he, ^^now that daylight 
liiki left us ? " 

Agrican -answered readily enough, Let us repose ^ 
in this meadow, and renew the combat at dawn." 

The repose was taken accordingly. Each tied up 
btt horse, and reclined himself on the grass, not &r 
from the other, jnst as if they had been friends, 
Orlando by the fountain, Agrican beneath a pine. It 
was a beautiful clear night, and, as they talked to- 
gether before addressing themselves to sleep, the 
champion of Christendom, looking up at the firmar 
meat, said, That is a fine piece of workmanship, « 
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that starrjr spectack$ GKmI nuide it all, that noon of 
ailvaTf and tbose atus of gsld^ and tha of dajff 

and ike suAt — ail lor the 6ak» of luuaaa kiad»'* 

"You wish, I see, to talk of matters of faith^" said 
Hia Tartsf. ^Nor I mmj as well tdl joa ait onoe^ 
that I hare no tort of akiU in aooh SMitten, oor Jeanf 
ing of auy kind* I nevor could laam auytUicg wjben 
I was a boy. I hated it so that I broke the man's 
head who was eommisMOiied to tsach ne; and it pro- 
duced such an effibot on othors» that nobody erar 
afterwards dared so mucli as show me a book* Mjr 
boyhood was therefore passed, as it should be, in 
horsemaaship and hunting, and laaming to figlit. 
What ia the good of a gantlaman's poring all daj 
over a book? Prowess to the knight, wd preaching 
to the clergyman, that is my motto.'* | 
^ ««I acknowledge," ratumed Oriando, "that anai j 
are tho first conaidemtion of a gentlcflDMni but not at 
all that he does himseli' dishonor by knowl^ulgo, Ua 
tha contrary, knowledge is as great an embellishmeDt 
of the rest of his attainments, aa the flowers are to 
the meadow before us; and as to the kuQwledge of 
Us Maker, the man that is without it is no better 
than a stock et a stone or a brute beast NeitlMff 
without study can be reach anythbg ot a doe sosas 
of the deptli and diviueuess at' the. coot^platMWu'* 
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*^ Learned or not lewmed,*' eaid Agrictudy *^yoa 
might show yourself better bred Uian hy eudeavoring 
to make mm taSk on m siilijeet on "wlifcii joa have m 
it a cUnulTantaigciw If yoa idiooee to sleep, I wkk yoa 
good night; bat if you prefer talking, I lecommeiKl 
you to talk of fighting or of fair ladies. And, by the 
vay, praj tall me, are yoa not that Orlando who 
aiakoi aoefa « nmae in Ae worU? And what is it, 
pray, that brings you into these parts? Were you 
ever in love ? I suppose you must have been ; for 
to be a knigbt, mi norer to have been In love, would 
be like being A man wUhoot a heart in hii breast." 

The Couat replied: Orlando I am, aud in love I 
am. Love has made me abandon everything, and 
IvMi^ SIB into iham distant regions, and, to tell 7011 
iU in one word, loy heart k in the hands of the 
danghter of King Gakircm. You have come against 
liiui with fire and sword, to get possession of his cas* 
fles and hn doounionss and I have eome to help him, 
hr no object in the world but to please his daughter 
and win her beautiful hand. I care for nothing else 
in existence.*' 

Now when the Tartar king, A ^rican, hmfd l^s 
sotagoaist speak in this manner, and knew hhn to be 

indeed Orlando, and to be in love with Angelica, his 
fiice changed color for grief and jealousy, though it 



Digitized by Google 



44 LXGEHDg OF QHiJlLBMAGNE. 

could not be seen for the darkness. His heart began 
beatincr with such violence that he felt as if he dioald 
have died. Well," said he to Orlando, we are to 
%ht when it is dayliglit, and one or other is to be 
left here, dead on the ground. I have a proposal to 
make to yon, — nay, an entreaty. My love is so exM- 
sive for the same lady, that I beg you to leave her 
to me. I will owe you my thanks, and give up the 
siege and put an end to the war. I cannot bear that 
any one should love her, and that I should live fa 
see it. Why, therefore, should either us perish? 
Give her up. Not a soul shall know it." 
. I never yet," answered Orlando, made a prom- 
ise which I did not keep, and neverthdess I own to 
you that, were I to make a promise like that, and 
even swear to keep it, I should not. You might as 
well ask me to tear away the limbs from my body, 
and the eyes out of my head. I could as well hva 
without breatli itself as cease loving Angehca.^* 

Agricau liad hardly patience to let him finish speak- 
ing, ere he leapt ftiriously on horseback, though it was 
midnight. Quit her/' sdd he, or die I " 

Orlando seeing the inhdel getting up, and not l>eiiig 
sure that he would not add treachery to fierceness, 
had been hardly less quick in mounting for the ooof % 
batb Never," exclaimed he ; I never could hsTO 
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quitted her if I would, and now I would not if I 
eoidd. Too mnst sede her by other meam Atax 
theee." 

' Fiercely dashed their horses together, in the night- 
time, on the green mead. Despiteful and terrible 
wm .the blows they gave and took by the moonHght. 
Agrieaii fought in a rage, Orlando was cooler. And 
now the struggle had lasted more than five hours, 
and day began to dawn, when tlie Tartar king, furious 
to find so much trouble given him, dealt his enemy a 
Mow sharp and violent beyond conception* It cat the 
shield in two as if it had been made of wood, and, 
though blood could not be drawn from Orlando, 
WeaoBe he was fiied, it shook and bruised him as if 
it had started every joint in his body. 

llis body only, however, not a particle of his soul. 
So dreadfiil was the blow whkh the paladin gave in 
ratam, that not only shield, but every bit of mail on 
the body of Agrican was broken in pieces, and three 
of his ribs cut asunder. 

The Tartar, xoarii^ like a lioB, raised his sword 
with still greater vehemence than before, and dealt a 
blow on the paladin's helmet, such as he had never 
yet received from mortal man. For a moment it 
, took away his senses. His sight fiuled,- his ears 
&ikkd, his £ngbtened horse turned aboat to fly ; ami 
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he was falling from the saddle, when the very action 
oi filling threw lik head apwaards^ and ihus recaBed 
his Teoollection: 

What a shame is this I" thought he; ^'how shall I 
ever again dare to face Angelica I I have been fight- 
ing, honr after hoar, with ibis man, and he is bat 
one, and I call myself Orlando I If the combat kat 
any longer, I will bury myself iu a monasteiy, aad 
never look on sword again.*' 

Oriando muttered with bis lips dosed and his teeth 
ground together; and you might have thought that 
fire instead of breath came out of his nose and mouth. 
He raised Ms sword Dorindana witih both his hands, 
and sent it down so tremendously on Agrican's 
shoulder, that it cut through breastplate down to the 
very liaunch, nay, crushed the saddle-bow, though 
it was made of bone and iron, and felled man and 
horse to the earth* Agrican turned as white sa 
ashes, and felt death upon him. He called Orlando 
to come close to him, with a gentle voice, and said, 
as well as he could : I belieye on Him who died on 
the cross. Baptize me, I pray thee, with the foun- 
tain, before my senses are gone. I have hved an evil 
life, but need not be rebellious to God in death also. 
May He who came to save all the rest of the world, 
save meT' And he shed tears, that great king, 
Uiough he had been so lofty and fierce. | 
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Orlando dismounted quickly, with bis owu face in 
tesm. -He gathered tbe king taoderly in hk anns, 
Slid took and laid Inm by the foontaint on a marble 
run that it had, and then he wept in concert with 
hirr^ heartily, and asked Iiis pardou, aud so baptized 
^iim. in tho water of the ibiintaiQt nd knelt and 
prayed to Gkid for him with joined hands* 

JELq ih&n paused and looked at him; and when he 
perceived his countenance changed, and that his whole 
^rson was cold, he left him there on the marble rim 
of Ae ftumtain, aH armed at he was, with the aword 
hf ins fitde, and the crown xxpm his head* 
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ADVENTURES OF RINALDO AND 

ORLANDO. 



WE left Rinaldo when, having overcome the 
monster, he quitted the castle of Altaripa, 
and pursued his way on foot. He soon met with a 
weeping damsel, who, being questioned as to the 
cau<?e of her sorrow, told him she was in search of 
one to do battle to rescue her lover, who had been 
made prisoner by a vile enchantress, together with 
Orlando and many more. The damsel was Flordelis, 
the lady-love of Florismart, and Rinaldo promised his 
assistance, trusting to accomplish the adventure either 
by valor or skill. Flordelis insisted upon Rinaldo's 
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taking her horse, which he consented to do, on con- . 
dition of her mounting behind him. 

As they rode on through a wood, they heard 
strange noises, and Hiualdo, reassuring the damsel, 
pressed forward towards the quarter from which they 
proceeded* He soon perceived a giant standing under 
a vaulted cavern, with a huge club in his hand, and 
of an appearance to strike the boldest spirit with 
dread. By the side of the cavern was chained a 
griffin, which, together with the giant, was stationed 
there to guard a wonderful horse, the same which 
was once Argalia's. This horse was a creature of 
enchantment, matchless in vigor, speed, and form, 
which disdained to share the diet of his fellow-steeds, 
— com or grass, — and fed only on air. His name 
was Rabican. 

This, marvellous horse, after *his master Argalia had 
been slain by Ferrau, finding himself at liberty, re- 
turned to his native cavern, and was here stabled 
under the protection of the giant smd the griffin. As 
Kinaldo approached, the giant assailed him with his 
club. Rinaldo defended himself &om the giant's 
blows, and gave lum one in return, which, if his skin 
had not been the toughest, would have finished the 
combat But the giant, though wounded, escaped, and 
let loose the gni&n. This monstrous bird towered in 

8 D 
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aixy and tbeace poimoed down upon Rinaldo, wIm) 
.waitGhing his op^prtuiM^, 4Mk 1m a ditpeaito wmad 
She had, h^weyor, rtwii^h fiir mnoAm fligbt, and loepl 
rejpeatinig has attacka« wkkk liimido pacned as he 
could, wliile tliQ damsel stood trembling bj, witnessing 

Tlie battite oooliiiaadt tendmnd mem terable bgr tha 

I 

approach of night| iNhm Kinaldo determined upon a 
desperate expedient to bring it to a conclusion. He 
ftU^ at if idnting from hb womidi, wd, on 4n ckM 
approadh of tha griffiat hdr a Uow nWdi 

sheared away oo^ of hec wingi» The beasts though 
ffaktng, griped him &st with her talons, digging 
ihrcmgh plale and mail; hot Binakk> pUad his aw«d ' 
ia utter desperatkMi, foid at laifc acooBiphahad her de- 
struction. - I 

Binikb Aeil entii»& the cavern, and found there 
iba wanderiid hoiaa» all eapariioiied. Ho waa eoal- 
black, exfispt for a atar of white on hk Ibrahaad, aad 
one white foot behind. For speed be was unrivalledi 
thoni^ in strength ha yielded to Bayard. Binaldo 
iDoanted upon Babican, and issued ftom dia oaTon. 

As he pmaued his way, ha net a fiigitfare 6m 
Agrican's army, who gaire such an account id the 
frawess of a champioa wha ftaght on the side rf 
A^gehca, that JEUaaldo was pcnmaded thn vinsl bi 
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Qdandot • ikough «t a lass to imagine bow he could 

h»re been freed from captivity, determined to 

i^MBT to llto' MM «f tlM» oonlMt to flstiaQr Us corf* 
w^, wd Flotda^ hoping to find FlonsaUKri with 

J OdandcH eona^ted to accompany him. 

While these things were doing, all was rout and 

cbntjr in ^EWtririaa ^tsay^ tnut Ae deatli of 
I Afgnmn^ JHog Gkdafimi, wrfYinf at tfab jimetiire 

with an army for the rehef of his capital, Albracca, 
' assaulted the enemy's camp, and carried all before 

}am. Biaahto had 

mi. 

' Yihesx he was espied by Galafixm. The king instantly 
recognized the horse Rabican, which he had given to 

I ArgaSa wliaii lia aeai Um 'Rjtik on Us iltomenat 
, mianoa to Paris. Possessed with die idea that iha 

I rider of the horse was the muiderer of Argalia, Gala- 
iron rode at Kinaldo, and smote him with all liis force. 
BinaUD was tuA dom to avoige llie Uow, and it 
mdd have gMO hafd wilh the img had not his tcA* 
lowers instantly closed round him and separated the 
combatants. 

Binaldo 4m finmd Umsdtf; ahmt witlitet his own 
sboicB^ aoliatail on tha dda of the enaaues of Ange^ 
ica, which gaye him no concmi) so completely had 
Us dnoght from the fountain of hate steeled his mind 
against her* 
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For Aevond ftuccaisiTo d«js tha «lxttggle coatinaftd, 

without any importaut re^iulu, liiualdo meeting tfaue 
bn^eal knights cf Angelica** {Mrtyt nd deleaiing 
them cm after the other. At lei^gtk he enomintwred 

Oxkudot and the two knights tntteriy xi^rgached one 

another i'ur the caube they had each adopted, and eii- 

gqod in m finriboa eomfaat* Othuido waa jmonnted 
19011 Bignwd, fiinalde^a honat ^hi^ Agncan had by 

chance liftr- oTnp. Dosaesfted oi. an^i Orlando had tak^xi 
from him as the prize of victory. Bayard would not 
fi^ agnnat hk maator, «id Odaado was getting the 
wane of the encoontert whoi aaddenl^ fiinaldot seeing 
Astolpho, who for love of him had arrayed himself on 
hk side, hard beset by numbers, left Orlando, to rush 
to the debnoa of Ua £nend* Highi prevented the 
cinnhat £x»n being imewed; but a challenge waa 
given and accepted for their next meetings 

Bnt Angdica, sighing in her heart for Rinaldo, was 
not wiUing that he ahoukl be agwin exposed to ao ter- 
riUe a venture* She bc^ed a boon of Orhmdoi 
promising she would be his, if he would do her bid- ^ 
ding. On zeeeiving his promise, she es^ouied Un to 
set mi witihoat delajr to destroy the gsrden of the I 
enchantress Falerina. in which many 'Taii«it knight* 
had been entrapped, and were imprisoned. 

Odaado diepartedt aa hia hofim BrigUadoro, kanwag 
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Bayurd in disgrace he hi^ bad deportment day 
before. Angelica, to conciliate Einaldu, sent Bayard 
to fim t but Binaldo remained mnnoyed by thk, as fay 
aU ker former acts of kindness. 

When Rinaldo learned Orlando's departure, he 
yielded to the entreaties of the lady of Fiorismart, 
afid prepared te fiiMl his promise, and Rseoe her 
loter from ihe power of the enchantress. Tims both 
Binaldo and Orlando were bound upon the same ad- 
ysntnre, but unknown to one snodier. 

The casde of Falerina was protected by a river, 
which was crossed by a bridge, kept by a ruffian, 
who challenged all comers to the combat; and such 
was his strength that he had thus &r premled in 
every encoanter, as appeared by the arms of yarioos 
knights which he had taken from them, and piled up 
as a trophy on the shore. Rinaldo attacked him, but 
wMi as bad success as the rest, for the bridge-waxd 
struck him so violent a blow with an iron mace, that 
he fell to the ground. But when the villain ap* 
proBohed to strip hiea of his armor, Rinaldo sdoed 
hhn, and the bridgwvard, being nnabk to firee him^ 
sdf, leapt wiA Rinaldo into tl\e lake, where they 
bc^h disappeared. 

Orhndo meanwinle, in discharge cS his promtte to 
Angelica, pursued his way in quest of the same adven- 
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tore* In pamiig through a wood he atsw a caTalier 

armed at all pomts, and mounted, keeping guard ove 
m Imiy who was bond to a tree, weeping TMbeirly 
'Orlando hastened to her relief hot was eodhoited fagj 
the knight xu>t to interfere, for she had deserved heij 
fate by her wickedness. In proof of which he madd 
oaftate ehargm against her. Hie ]afy detried them 
fU, and Orlando believed her, defied die kni^^ otcp- 
threw him, and, releasing the lady, departed with her 
seated on his horse's croup. 

• While thqr rode^ anellier damsel approached on a 
wUte ptlfitrf) who wnrned Oriando ef impeiidingi 

danger, and informed him that he was near the gai- 
den of the endiaalrSBS» Oxiando was delighted with; 
Ihe imelUgeim, «m1 entfeated her mfinrm fahn bow i 
he was to gain admittanee* She replied that the, 
garden could only be entered at sunrise, and gave 
Mat sodi iiMlfaelk» as would endbie 1dm te gaia 
irff"H*fiT!i^ She gaw him also a book in which wm 
painted the garden and all that it contained, together , 
with the palace of the false enchantress, where she 
had aaohided henetf fer ilia pnfpoaa of executing s 
mapc work ia wUdhi aha waa angaged. This was 
the manufacture of a sword capable of cutting even , 
through enchanted substances. The object of this 
labor, tba daanel 4gld baot waa l3ie deslraotion of « 



Digitized by Go 



ADTBHTTOSt.OJ* III8AI4I0 AM OELAHDO. 66 

bsiglb^ q£ thfik vest, tjf naiad OirlAiidoi wbO| shQ Jauvi 
lead in the book of Fatei was coming to deuaoU&h 
htr flBrdeoiL. JBbmiiii. thna inflliBSted liim* As ^himI 
deputed. 

Qdrada, fividiog ha ma»t dfilajr Ida entorpziae laU 

tbe next xaorning} now lay dowu aad was 10011 asleep. 

Seeing llu8|» ib^ base woaiati wham 'km lied tmcmdi 
and wlip ima iatmt on saaloDg hor ^mpe to iqcni 
W pararpoufy mounted Biigliadoro, and xode ofi^ 

carrying away Durindana. 

Whea Qximdo awokia, Ut mdigwlsioi^ as may be 
mffprnnA^ wia graot m tba dmorery o£ the tbtft; bol^ 

like « good knigbt and irm^ he wa» not to be di'* 
verted from bis enterprise. He tore qS a huge brancb 
of sa Qbn to eupply iha phoe ^ hk iwipcd; miy m 
ibe ana xoaOi UhAl Im inragr towaidi Ike gate of tfaa 
gjarden, where a dragon waa on hi^ watcb# Tbia bit 
slew If s^peated blows, and entered the gardea, tba 
gMte of wbich doaad beUod bbn^ barring zafaEiiil; 
TiwJrMiig vemid bjuiv be sinr s &tt fimntam, wbicb 
overflowed into a fiver, and in the centre of the 
fcantaia a ficoxet on whose fixrebead was wiitleny'*' 

'*VlHi ittMM t*Mi Mtn VMM ani KMA, 

From hence to the enchanted palace foes.** 

VoBowing tbe banks of this flowing stream, and lapt 

in llie dehghts of the charming garden, Orlando av* 
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lived at the palace, and eatering it, found the mistressi 
clad in white, with a crown of gold upon her head, 
ill the aet (rf viewing herself in snriaoe ci tk 
ma^c 8w<»rd. Orlando tmprised her before she coqU 
escape, deprived her of the weapon, and holding her 
fiuit by her long hair, which floated behind, threstenei 
heir with immediate death if As did not yield up her 
prisoners, and afford him the means of egress. Shs, 
however, was firm of purpose, making no reply, and 
Orlando, unable to move her eidiw by duMts car ctk 
treaties, was under the necessity of bindii^ her to i 
beech, and pursuing his quest as he best might. 

• 

He then bethought him of his book, and consult- 
ing it, found that there was on outlet to the south, 
but that to reach it, a lake was to be passed, inhab- 
ited by a siren, whose song was so entrancing as to 
be quite irresistible to whoever heard it ; but Ms 
book instructed him how to proteet himself i^gaimt 
this danger. According to its directions, while pa^ 
suing his path, he gathered abundance of flowers, 
which sprung all around, and filled his hehael and 
his ears widi them; then listened if he heard the 
biinls sing. Finding that, though he saw the gaping 
beak, tbe swelling throat, and ruffled plumes, he 
could not catch a note, he felt satisfied with his 
fence, and advanced toward the lake. It was smaD 
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bat deep, and ao clear and tranquil thA the eye 
flsdd penetrate to tliQ bottom. 

He had no aoomar axri^ed i^on the banka tiiaa 
the watMs wwi aeen to goigK and the uriOt zinnK 

midway Qy^ of ibe PQ0I9 smig so sweetly that bmU 
and beaitai came trooping to the water-side, to listen. 
Of tibia Qrianrto Iteard nothings bat, fcignmg to yield 
to tha chana, aank dowoi upon the hank. The tixmx 

iisued frcHxi tUe W4t^ with the intent to accompli&h 
his destruction. Oriando seized her by the hair, and 
wfaOe aba aaog loadar (song being bar only da- 
fence) cot off h&s heed* Then, following the direo* 
Uodoa Qi hia bpok, he stained himself all over with her 
Uood. 

Gaardad by thia taliamaUt he mel racoeifiiTely all 
the mQnitCTi aat Sar d^enoa of tha enchantress and . 
her {^den, and at length found himself again at 
iba spot wbicce be had made captive liie enchantrcaii 
atiU conlkiaad &ateiied to the beech* But tin 
aeene waa changed. The garden had disappeajced^ 
and Ealerina, before so haughtyt now begged for 
aaercy; assuring him thai many livea depended npoii 
iha iraasvatioii of beiB* Oxlando jmnnised her life 
upon, her pledging haiaelf fiir the deliverance of her 
eaptives. 

ISut, hosreYer^ waa ao eaay tadu Tbay were wot 

a« 
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m her poasession, but in tbsi of ft nmch man jfom*. 
eiittl enchantFQsSf Morgaua, the Lady oi' the hsSkit^ 
the very idea of opposing whom made Faleiiiia turn 
flile with fear. Bepretentuig to Urn Ae InzatdJ 
of the cnterpm6| she led faini towanb the dwd^i 
lug of Morgana* To approach it he had to eor^ 
cuunttr the same uncourteous bridge-ward who hjid 
ehcady defeated and mde captive so many kn^gfatai { 
and hut of all^ Kinaldo* He was a efanrl of the { 
most £iirocious character^ named Arridano. Moigaaa | 
had provided him with impenetrable armor, and en- 
dowed fafan in BQch a manner ihafc his strength 
always ineMsed in proportion to that of the advBJ> | 
aary with whom he was matched* Ho one had ever , 
yet escaped from the contest, since, such was lii^ 
popwer of eodnranee, he coold hreathe freely -ifaider I 
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sunk with him to the bottom ei the lake, he re* 

turned, bearmg his enemy's arms in triumph to the 
anrlace* 

While Falenna was lepeatit^ her cauiiGms and her 

coun^ls, Orlando saw Hinaldo's arms erected in form 
of a trophy, among otlier spoils made by the vilkiu, 
and, forgetling theur late qnarrel, determined upon 
revenging his fidend. Arriving at the pass, the chtid 
presuming to bar the way, a desperate contest eih* 
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Boedf during whioh Fsderina escaped* The chuxi 
finding himself overmatched at a contest of arms, 
resorted ta lus pecnliar 'art, grappkd hie antagonist, 
and planged viilh him into the lake.. When he 
reached the hottom Oiiando found himself in another 
world, upon a dry meadow, with the lake overhead, 
llvou^ wbioh shone the beams of our son, while 
the . Tmter stood on all sides like a crystal walL 
Here the battle was renewed, and Orlando had in 
his magic sword an advantage which none had hitli- 
erto possessed. It bod heen tempered by Falerhia 
m- that' no ttpeih- couid avail ag^dnst it« Thus armed, 
and countervailing the strength of his adversary by 
his superior skill and activity, it was not long before, 
he laid him • dead- upon the field* 
. Oriando then made aU haste to return to Ae 
upper air, and, passuig through the water, which 
opened a way before him, (such was die power of. 
tkS' magic sword,) he soon regairied the shore, and 
fimnd himself in a field, as thickly covered with 
precious stones as the sky is with stai^. 

Qdando crossed the field, not tempted to deh^- 
his enterprise bj gathering any of the briUiant gems 
spread all around him. He next passed into a flow- 
ery meadow, planted with trees, covered with fruit 
and flowers, and foil of all imaginable delights. 
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in the middle of this meadow was a fountaini and, 
fibst by it lay Morgana asleep ; a lady of a loveljr 
aspect, dressed in white and • yermilion garments, her 
forehead well famished with hair^ while ahe had 
scarcely any behind. 

While Orlando stood in silence contemplating her 
beauty, he heard a voice exclaim, Seiae the &Iry bj 
the forelock, if thou hopeat &ir snecesa.'* Bui his 
attention was arrested by another object, and he heed- 
ed not the warning. He saw on a sudden an array 
of towers, pinnacles and columns, palaces, with hal* 
conies and windows, extended aUejs with trees, ia 
short a scene of architectural magnificence surpassing 
all he had ever beheld. While he stood gazing in 
silent astonishment, the scene alowly melted awagr u>d 
disappeared.* 

When he had recovered from his amazement, 

looked again toward the fountain. The fiiiry had 

awaked and risen, and wa3 dancing round its borda 

with the lightness of a leaf, timing her footsteps to 

this song : — 

** Who in fhit worid would wealth and treMiira alitri^ 
Honor, delight, and ttate, and what is best, 
Quick let him catch me by the lock of hnir 
Which flutters from my forehead ; and be blest. 

♦ This is a poetical description of a phenomenon which is said to be 
really exhibited in the gtrait of Mesftina, between Sicily and Calabnai It 
i» called Fata Morgana, or Mirage. 
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BoA bk him nol Ihe pfoAMl good, fofbear, 

Nor till he seice the fleeting blessing rest ; 
For present loss is sought in vain to-morrow, 
And. the deLuded wcetoh is left ia aorrow." 

The hhjj having sung thus, bounded off, and fled 

■ 

from the flowery meadow over a high and inaccessible 
monntain. Orkndo panmed her thio^gh thoma «nd 
locks, while the sky gradually became overcast, and 
at last he was assailed by tempest, lightning, and hail. 
* While he thus pursued, a pale and meagre woman 
iflMied from a cave, armed with a whip, and, treading 
close upon his steps, scourged hinx with vigorous 
strokes. Her name was Repentance, and she told 
bim it was her office to punish . those wlio neglected 
to obey the voice of Prudence, and seize the &iry 
Fortune when he might. 

Orlando, furious at this chastisement, turned upon 
Ub tormentor, but mi^t as well have stricken the 
wind, finding it useless to resist, he resumed his 
chase of the fairy, gained upon her, and made freij^uent 
•nateiies at h^ white and vermilion garments^ which 
stOI eluded his grasp. At last, on her turning her 
head for an instant, he prohted by the chance, and 
seized her by the forelock. In an instant the tempest 
ceased, the aky became serene^ and Repentance r^ 
treated to her cave. 

Orlando now demanded of Morgana the keys of 
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h&r priftoa^ aud the £uiy, ixiigoiug & complaceiit : 
aspect, delivered up a key of silver, bidding lum ti 
be caulkms in the use of it, ainee to break the lock 
would be to involve UmMelf and all in inevitable de-i 

atractioa; a cautioa wluck gave the Count coom ibr 
lojQ^ meditatiou, aud led him to consider 

]I<i\v lew iimid the suitors who importune 

Ibe dame, know how to turn the kdjft of f ortucud. ^ 

Keeping the fimy still fiwt by .the forelock, Orlaixio 

proceeded toward the prison, turned the k^, withoal 
occasioning the mischieft apprehended, and deliveral 
the prisoners. 

Among theM were Florisntart, Rinaldo, and many 

others oi the bravest knights of France. Morgana 
liad disappeared, and the knights, under the guidance 
ef Orlando, retraced the path by which he had come. 
They soon reached the field of treasore. Rinaldo, 
finding himself amidst tiiis mass of wealth, remembered 
liis needy garrison of Montalban, and could not resist 
the temptation of seizmg part of the booty. In par- 
ticular a golden chain, studded with diamonds, was too 
much for his selt-denial, and he took it and was bear- 
ing it ott', notwithstanding the remonstrances of Orlan- 
do, when a violent wind caught him and whirled him 
back, as he approached the gate. This happened a 
second and a third time, and Binaldo at length yield- 
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dl neoesatty^ rather than to the entreatieB of hb 

JGdeiida, aad cast away his prise. 

They soon reached the bridge and passed over with- 
out hinderrace to the otiber side, where they fimnd 
the tcophy decorated with theur mm. Here eadi 
koight resumed his own, aod all, except Uie paladins 
and their friends, separated as their inclinations or 
dnty prompted. Dndon, libe Dane, one of the rescned 
kntghlR» mfiarmed the eomnns that he had been made 
pdaoaer by Morgana while in the dischai*ge of an em* 
bassy to tbem from Charlemagne, who called upon 
them to return to the defence of Christendom* Orlan- 
do was too mooh feachmted by Angelica to obey this 
samxxkomj and, ibUowed by the iaithihl Flonsmart, who 
would not leave him, returned towards Albracca. Ri- 
naldo, Dudon, Ifcido, F^sanldo^ and the othen, took 
their way toward the west 

4 
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AGRAMANT, King of Africa, .convoked the 
kings, his vassals, to deliberate in council. He 
reminded them of the injuries he had sustained from 
France, that his father had fallen in battle with Charle- 
magne, and that his early years had hitherto not 
allowed him to wipe out the stain of former defeats. 
He now proposed to them to carry war into France. 

Sobrino, his wisest councillor, opposed the project, 
representing the rashness of it ; but Rodomont, the 
young and fiery king of Algiers, denounced Sobrino's 
counsel as base and cowardly, declaring himself impa- 
tient for the enterprise. The king of the Garamantes, 
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venerable finr his age and renowned for his prophetic 
lore, interposed, and assured the King that such, an 

attempt would be sui*e to fail, uule^ he could first 
get on liis side a youth marked out by destiny as the 
fitting compeer of the most puissant knights of France, 
the young £ogero, descended in direct line from 
Hector of Troy. This prince was now a dweller 
upon the mountaiu Carena, where Allan tes, his foster- 
fiither, a powerful magician, kept him in retirement, 
haidng discovered by his art that his pupil would be 
lost to him if allowed to mingle with the world. To 
break the spells of Allan tes, and draw Rogero from 
his retirement, (me only means was to be found. It 
was a ring possessed by Angelica, Princess of Cathay, 
which was a ^talisman agaiu^it all enchantments. If 
Has ril^ could be procured, all would go well ; with- 
<Mit it, the mterprise was desperate. 

fiodomont treated this declaration of the old prophet 
witli scorn, and it would probably have been held of 
little weight by the council, had not the aged king, 
€|i|imsed by the weight of years, expired in the Tecy 
set of raiffinmng his predietion. This made so deep 
aa impression on the council, that it was unanimously 
resolved to postpone the war until an effort should be 
nade to win Rogero to tiia oao^* 

Sing Agramant thereapon proclaimed that the sor^ 
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ereigntj of a kingdom should be the reward of who- 
ever shoald succeed in obtaining the ring of Angelica. 
Brunello, the dvvarf| the subtlest thief in all Africa, 
undertook to procure it. 

In prosecution of this design, he made the best 
of his way to Angelica's kingdom, and anived be- 
neath the walls of Albracca while the besieging army 
was encamped before the fortress. While the atten- 
tion of the garrison was absorbed hf the battle that 
raged below, he scaled the walls, approached the 
Princess unnoticed, shpped th^ ring from her finger, 
and escaped unobserved. He hastened to the seaside, 
and, finding a yessel ready to sail, embarked, and ar- 
rived at Biserta, in Africa. Here he found Agramant, 
impatient for the talisman wliich was to foil the en- 
chantments of Allan tes and to put Rogero into liis 
hands. The dwarf, kneeling before the King, pre- 
sented him with the ring, and Agramant, delighted at 
the success of his mission, crowned him in recompense 
King of Tingitana. 

All were now anxious to go in quest of 'Rogero. 
The cavalcade accordingly departed, and in due time 
arrived at the mountain of Carena. 

At the bottom of this was a fruitful and well-wood- 
ed plain, watered hy a large river, and from ibis 
plain was descried a beauti&d garden on ike momi^ 
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tain-top, which contained the mansion of Atls^ites; 
but the ring, which discovered what was before invisi- 

' Ue, could not, though it rewded this paradise, enaUe 
Agramant or his followers to enter it* So steep and 
smooth was the rock by nature, that even Bronello 
fioled in every attempt to scale it. He did not, for 

'ftiB, despair of accomplishing the object; but, haying 
obtained Agramant's consent, caused the assembled 
courtiers and knights to celebrate a tournament upon 
the plain below. This was done with the view of 

.seducing Rogero fiom his fii^ess, and the stratagem 
was attended with success. 

« 

Rogero joined the tourney, and was presented by 
Agramant with a splendid horse, Frontino, and a 
magmficent sword* Having learned £rom Agramant 
his intended invaaion of France, he gladly conseoted 
to join the expedition. 

' Kodomont, meanwhile, was too impatient to wait 
t&r Agramant's arrangements, and embarked wiih all 
the forces he could raise, made good his landing on 
the coast of France, and routed the Christians in 
several encounters. Previously to this, however, Gano, 
or Oanelon (as he is sometimes called), the traitor, 
enemy of Orlando and the other nephews of CharlcK 
magne, had entered into a traitorous correspondence 
with Marsilius, the Saracen king of Spain, whom he 
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invited into France. MiU'silius, thus encouraged, led 
an army across the frontiers, and joined RodonM»t 
This was the situation of things when Binaldo and 
the other knights who had obeyed the sununons of 
Dudon set forward on their return to France. 

When they arrived at Buda in Hnngaiy, tliey 
found the king of that country about despatching hi. 
son, Ottachiero, with an army to the succor of Ciia^^ 
magne. Delighted with the arrival of Banaldo, he 
placed his son and troops under his command. In 
dne time the army arrived on the frontiers of France, 
and, united with the troops of Desiderius, king of 
• Lombardy, poured down into Provence. The con- 
federate armies had not marched many days through 
this gay tract, befiare they heard a crash of drums and ! 
trumpets behind the hiUs, which spoke the conflict 
between the paynims, led by Kodomont, and the 
Christian forces. Rinaldo, witnessing from a moun- 
tain the prowess of £odomont, left his troops ia 
charge of his friends, and galloped towards him with 
his lance in rest. The impulse was irresistible, and 
Rodomont was unhorsed. But Rinaldo, unwilling to , 
avail himself of his advantage, galloped back to the 
hill, andt having secured Bayard among the baggage^ 
returned to finish the combat on foot. 

During this interval the battle had become general, 
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die Hangariaiifl were roated, and Rinaldo, on his re- 
tom, had the mortiiication to £nd that Ottachiero was 
wounded, and Dudon tiiken prisoner. While he 
soogfat Rodomont in order to renew the combat, a 
new sound of drums and trumpets was heard, and 
Charlemagne, with the main body of his army, was 
descried advancing in battle array. 

.Rodomont, seeing this, mounted the horse of Dudon, 
left Rinaldo, who was on foot, and galloped off to 
encounter this new enemy. 

Agrauiant, accompanied by Rogero, had by this 
time made good his landing, and joined Rodomont 
with all his forces. Rogero eagerly embraced tins 
first opportunity of distinguishing himself, and spread 
terror wherever he went, encountering in turn, and 
overthrowing many of the bravest knights of France. 
At length he found himself opposite to Rinaldo, who, 
being interrupted, as we have said, in his combat with 
Rodomont, and unable to follow him, being on foot, 
was shoutincr to his late foe to return and finish their 
combat. Rogero also was on foot, and seeuig the 
Ohristian knight so eager for a contest, profiered him- 
self to supply the place of his late antagonist. Ri- 
naldo saw at a glance that the Moorish prince was a 
diampion worthy of his arm, and gladly accepted the 
disfiance. l^e combat was stoutly maintained for a 
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time; but now fortune declared deoisively in fim>f «f 
the infidel army, and Cliailemagne's forces gave way 
at all points iu irreparable confusion. The two com- 
batants were separated hy tbe crowd of fugitives sad 
pursuers, and Rinaldo hastened to recover possessieii 
of his horse. But Bajard, in the confusion, had got 
loose, and Rinaldo followed him into a thick wood, 
thus becoming effectually separated from Rogero. 

Bogero, also seeking his horse in the medley, came 
where two warriors were engaged in mortal combat 
Though he knew not who they were, he could dis- 
tinguish that one was a paynim and the other a 
Christian; and, moved by the spirit of courtesy,^ lie 
approached them, and exclaimed, ^^Let him of the two 
who worships Christ pause, and hear what I ha^tf to 
say. The army of Charles is routed and in fli^t, so 
that if he wishes to follow his leader he has no time 
for delay." The Christian knight, who was none 
other than Bradamante, a female warrior, in prowe* 
equal to the best of knights, was thunderstmek with 
the tidings, and would gladly leave the contest unde- 
cided, and retire from the field ; but Rodomont, her 
antagonist, would by no means consent. Regeio^ 
indignant at his discourtesy, insisted upon her depsi^ 
lure, wliile he took up her quarrel with Rodomont. 

The combat, obstinately maintained on both siJflii 
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was ialeRaptod by the reloni of Bradamaato. Find- 
ing becself uuable to overtake the fu^tives, and reluc- 
tant to leave to another the burden and risk of a 
cmtaat which bdooged to berselff she had returned to 
ledbim the oombat. She arrived, however, when her 
champion had dealt his enemy such a blow as obliged 
him to drop bodi his sword and bridle. Rogero, dis- 
daining to profit by his adveiaaty's defeneeless titxwr 
tiMi, sat apart, upon his horse, while that of Bodo- 
moat bore his rider, stunned and stupefied, about the 
field. 

Bradamente appreaiahed Rogero, eoncctving a yet 
higher opinion of his valor on beholding such an in- 
stance of forbearance. She addressed him, excusing 
ben^ fer leaving hSm exposed to an enemy ftom his 
iatetfereoiee in her ^oanse ; pleading her duty to her 
sovereign as the motive. While she sp<^ke, Kodomont, 
recovered from iiis confusion, rode up to them. His 
bearing was, however, changed ; and he disclaimed 
all tbon^its of fiurther contest with one who, be said, 
^^had already conquered him by his courtesy.'* So 
saying, he quitted his antagonist, picked up his sword, 
and sparred ont of sight* 

Bndamante was now again desiims of retiring from 
the fiif^ and. fiogero insisted on accompanying her, 
though yet unaware of her sex. 
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As they puirsucd their way, sJba iuqum^d the juame 
and quality of her new associate ; aiid Ilogero infonned 
Iier of his nation and fiuailj. He told bar that Asty- | 

i 

anax, the son of Hector of Troy^ «rtabli»hed the king- { 

doiu of Measiua in Sicily. ¥iom him were derived 
two branches, which gave origin to two £uailies of 
renown. From one sprang the royal raoe of Pepin 
and Charlemagoei and £rom the other, that of J&eggio» 
in Italy. *^From that of fi^^io am I derived,'' he 
contmued. **My mother, driven from her home by 
the chance of war, died in .giving me life, and I was j 
taken in charge by a sage enchanter, who trained me | 
to feats of arms amidst the dangers of the desert and 
the chase.'* 

Having thos ended his tale, Bogero entreated a 

similar return of courtesy from his companion, who 
replied, without disguise, that she was of the race of 
Clennont, and uster to fiinaldo, whose fione was per- i 
haps known to bun* Hogero, mndi moved by this { 
inteUigence, entreated her to take off her helmet, and* 
at the discovery of her face, remained transported with 
delight. • 

While absorbed in this contemplation, an unexpected 
danger assailed them. A party. which was placed in d 
wood, in order to intercept the retreating Cluistiaiis, 
bcokft from its ambosh npon the pmr, and Brsdb- 
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mante, wlio was uncasqued, was wounded in the bead. 
Rogero was in fury at this attack ; and BraJainante, 
replacing her helmet, joined him in taking speedy ven- 
geance on their en^nies. They cleared the fieki of 
them, but became separated in the pursuit; and lloge* 
ro, quitting the chase, waudered by hill and vale in 
search her whom he had no sooner fennd than lost. 

While ^porsuing this qnest, he fell in with two 
knights, whom he joined, and engaged them to assist 
him in the search of Iiis companion, describing her 
arms, bnt concealing, from a certain feeling of jealonsj, 
her quality and sex. 

It was evening when they joined company, and 
having ridden together through the night, the morn- 
ing was beginning to break, when one of the strangers, 
fixing his eyes upon Bogero's shield, demanded of him 
by what right he bore the Trojan arms. Rogero d^ 
clared his origin and race, and then, in his turn, inter- 
rupted the inquirer as to his pretensions to the cog- 
imance of Hector, which he bore. The stranger 
repUed^ My name is Mandricardo, son of Agrican, 
the Tartar king, whom Orlando treacherously slew. 
I say treaeheroudy^ for in fiur fight he conld not have 
done it. It is in search of him that I have come to 
France^ to take vengeance for my &ther, and to wrest 
from him Durindana, that famous sword, wliich be- 
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longs to me, ami not to him." When the knights 
demanded to know by what right he claimed Durin- 
dana, Mandricardo thus rdated his history: — 

had been, before the death of my &ther, a wild 
and reckless youth. That event awakened my ener- 
gies, and drove me forth to seek for vengeance. 
Determined to owe- success to nothing but my own 
exertions, I departed without attendants or horse or 
arms. TraveUing thus alone, and on foot, I espied 
one day a pavilion, pitched near a fountaui, and en- 
ierei it, intent on adventure. I found therein a dam- 
sel of gracious aspect, who replied to my inquiries, 
that the fountain was tlie work of a &ury, whose castle | 
stood beyond a neighboring liill, where she kept watcli 
oyer a treasure which many knights had tried to win, 
but fruitlessly, having lost thdr life or liberty in the 
attempt. This treasure was the armor of Hector, 

! 

prince of Troy, whcan Achilles treacherously slew. 
Nothing was wanting but Ins sword Durindana, and 
this had fallen into the possession of a queen named 
Penthesilea, from whom it passed through her deacenl* 
ants to Almontes, whom Orlando slew, and thud 
became possessed of the sword. The rest of Hector's 
arms were saved and carried off by ^neas, froa 
whom tliis fiury received them in recompense of ser* 
vice rendered. If you have the courage to attempt 
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their acquisition," said the damsel, ^^I will be your 

guide." 

Mandricardo went m to say that he eagerly em- 
bnM^ the proposal, • and being provided with horse 

and armor by the daiusel, set ibrth on his enterprise, 
the lady accompanying him. 

As they rode, she explained the dangers of the 
quest. The armor was d^ended by a champion, one 
of the numerous unsuccessful adventui^ers for the prize, 
all of whom had been made prisoners by the fairy and 
compelled to take their turn, day by day, in defending 
the arms against all comers. Thus speaking they 
arrived at the castle, which was of alabaster, overlaid 
with gold. Before it, on a lawn, sat an armed knight 
on horseback, who was none other than Gradasso, 
king of Sericane, who, in his return home from- his 
unsuccessful inroad into France, had fallen into the 
power of the fairy, and was held to do her bidding. 
Mandricardo, upon sedng him, dropt his visor, and 
laid his lanoe in rest. The champion of the castle 
was equally ready, and each spurred towards his op- 
ponent. They met one another with ecjual force, 
splintered their spears, and, retnming to the charge, 
encoontered with their swords. The contest was long 
and doubtful, when Mandricardo, determined to bring 
it to an end, threw his arms about Gradasso, grappled 
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with him, and both fell to the ground. Mandiicardo, 
bowever, fell uppermost, and, preserv i n g his adYiiH 
tage, eompeUed Giidnso tD yiaid Uniielf eonqaaced. 
The damsel nw inteifimd, oongiatnlaring tha vicliNr« 
and consoling the vanquished as weU as she might* 

Mandricardo and the damsel proceeded to the gate 
of the castle, whieh they fimnd Qndcfaided. Am tbqr 
entered, they beheld a shield suspttided ftom a pilaster 
of gold* The device was a white eagle on an asure 
field, in memory of IhB bird of Jove, wUdi bote away 
Qanymede, the flower of the Phcygiaiii xaee. Benealli 
was engraved the following couplet: — 

**Let none with hand proftine luy buckler wroo|p 
Unlets he be hiintelf m Ueotor ttiQi^.*' 

The damsel, al^hting from her palfrey, made obet 
aanee to the arms, bending herself to the ground* 

The Tartar king bowed his head with equal rever- 
anee; thea advancing tonyatdB the shieid, toaehed it 
with his sword. Thereopcm an anrilm i ff lr^ shook the 
ground, and the way by which he^ lutd entered 
dosed. Another and an opposite gate opened, and 
diq[>layed a field faristUng with stalks and grain of 
fgM. The damsel, upon this, told him that ha itful 
no means of retreat but by cutting down the harvest 
wUdi was beim Uai, and by uprooting a tree 
which grew in the middle of the fiiU« Mandfi- 
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caido, without replying^ began to mow the harvest 
with his sword, ^but had scarce suiitteii thrice when 
be perceived that every stalk that fell was instantly 
tmnsfonned into some poisonous or ravenous animal, 
which prepared to assail him. Instructed by the 
damsel, he snatched up a stoue and cast it among 
the pack. A strange wonder followed; for no sooner 
had the stone &Uen among the beasts, than they 
turned their rage against one another, and rent each . 
other to pieces. Maudricardo did not stop to marvel 
al the mirack, but proceeded to Mfil his task, and 
aproot the tree. He clasped it round the trunk, 
aad made vigorous efl'orts to tear it up by the roots. 
At each effort fell a shower of leaves, that were in- 
stantly changed into birds of prey, which attacked 
the knight, flappmg their wings in his fiuse, with 
horrid screeching. But undismayed by this new an- 
noyance, he continued to tug at the trunk till it yield- 
ed to his effiurts. A burst c£ wind and tihunder 
fcUowed, and tlie liawks and vultures flew scream- 
ing away. 

But tliese only gave place to a new foe ; for from 
Ae hole made by tearing up tbe tree issued a furi- 
ous serpent, and, darting at Mandricardo, womid her- 
self about his limbs with a strain tliat almost crushed 
him. Fortune, however, again stuod his friend, for. 
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writhing under the folds ui the monster, he fell back- 
wards into ihe hole, and his enemy was crushed be- 
neath his weight. 

Mandricardo, when he was somewhat recovered, 
and assured himself of the destruction of the serpent, 
began to contemplate ihe place into which he had 
Men, and saw that he was in a yanlt, incmsted 
with costly metals, and illuminated by a hve coal. 
In the middle was a sort of ivory bier, and upon 
this was extended what appeared to be a knight in 
armor, but was in truth an empty trophy, ccnnposed 
of the rich and precious arms once Hector's, to 
which ndihing was wanting but the sword. While 
Mandricardo stood contemplating the prize, a door 
opened behind him, and a bevy of &ir damsels en- 
tered, dancing, who, taking up the armor, piece hj 
piece, led him away to the place where the shield 
was suqiended; where he Ibmid the fiiry of the 
castle seated in state* By her he was invested with 
the arms he had won, first pledging his solemn oatli 
to wear no otlier blade hot Dnxindana, which he was 
to wrest finom Orlando, and thus comj^ete the con- 
quest of Hector's arms. 
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Continued. 

MANDRICARDO, having completed his story, 
now turned to Rogero, and proposed that 
arms should decide which of the two was most 
worthy to bear the symbol of the Trojan knight. 

Rogero felt no other objection to this proposal 
than the scruple which arose on observing that his 
antagonist was without a sword. Mandricardo in- 
sisted that this need be no impediment, since his 
oath prevented him from using a sword until he 
should have achieved the conquest of Durindana. 
This was no sooner said than a new antagonist 
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Started up in Gradabso, who now accompanied Man- 
dricardo. Gradasao vindicated his prior right to Du- 
rindana, to obtain whieh he bad embarked (as was 
related in the beginning) in that bold inroad npon 

France. A quarrel was thus kindled between the 
kings of Tartary and Sericaue. While the dispute 

was raging, a knight arrived upon the groond, ao- 
companied bjr a damsel, to whom Rogero related 

the cause of the strife. The knight was Floiismart, 
and his companion llordelis. Florismart succeeded 
in Imnging the two champions to accord, hj infbrm- 
nig them « that he could bring th^ to the presence 
of Orlando, the master of Durindana. 

Gradasso and Mandricaido readily made truce, in 
order to accompany Florismart, nor would Kogero be 
left behind. 

As they proceeded on their quest, they were met 
by a dwai'f, who entreated their assistance in behalf 
of his lady, who had been carried off hy an en- 
chanter, mounted on a winged horse. However un- 
willing to leave the question of the sword undecided, 
it was not possible for the knights to resist this appeal. 
Two of their number, Gradasso and Rogero, there- 
fore accompanied the dwarf, Mandricardo persisted in 
his search for Orlando, and Florismart, with Florde- 
lis, pursued their way to the camp of Charlemagne. 
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Atlantee, the endbanter, who had brought up £oge- 

ro, and cherished for him the warmest affection, knew 
hjr his art that his pupil was destined to be severed 
from him» and converted to the Ohristian fidth through 
the infliieiice of Bradamante, that royal maiden with 
whom cliance had brought him acquainted. Thinking 
to thwart the will of Heaven in this respect, he now 
pat forth all his arts to entrap Rogero into his power* 
£7 the aid of his subservient demons, he reared a cas- 
tle on an inaccessible height, in the Pyrenean moun- 
tains, and, to make it a pleasant abode to his pupil, 
contrived to entrap and convej thither knights and 
damsels many a one, whom chance had brought into 
the vicinity of his castle. Here, in a sort of sensual 
paradise, they were but too willing to forget glory 
and dufcf, and to pass their time in indolent enjoy- 
ment. 

It was by the enchanter that the dwarf had now 
been sent to tempt the knights into his power. 

But we must now return to Rinaldo, whom we left 
interrupted in his combat with Rodomont. In search 
of his late antagonist, and intent on bringing their 
combat to a decision, he entered the forest of Arden, 
whither he suspected Rodomont had gone. While en- 
gaged on this quest, he was surprised by the vision of 

a beautiful child dancing naked, with three damsels as 

4* r 
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iMnlifiil as liimself. While be wes lost in admrnfo 
at die si^ti the child approached hkn, and, tbrowiig 

at him handftils of roses and liliesi crtnidL him from hii | 
horse. He was no sooner down than he wa^ soae^ 
bj the dancers, by whom he was dn^gged about mA 
acom^ged ivith flowers till he fell intov a 6wo«m. W\m 
he began to revive, one of the gixmp approached him» 
and told liim that his punishment was the consequeno^ 
of his rebellion against that power before -whoia aE 
things bend; that theie was but one remedy to heil' j 
the wounds that had been inflicted, and that was 19* 
diiiik of the waters of Love. Then they left him. 

Binaldo, sore and fidat, dragged himself toward H | 
fountain which flowed near by, and, beii^ parchefl ' 
with thirst, drank greedily and almost unconsciousljf 
of tlie water, which was sweet to the taste, but bitter 
at ihe heart* After repeated draughts he recerael 
his strength and recollection, and found hunself in tbtf* 
same place where Angelica had formerly, awakened 
liim witli a rain of flowers, and whence he had fled. 
11^ eontempt of her courtesy. 

Th^g remembrance of the scene was followed li|fi 
the recognition of his crime; and, repenting bitter)^ 
his ingratitude, he leaped upon Bayard, with the in- 
tention of hastening to Angelica's country, and solicit- 
ing his pardon at her feet. 

Digitizea by 



Let OS BOW retrace our steps, and revert to the 
time when the paladins, having learned from Dudon 
Mimuiovis of CHiailenagiio fo i^elmn to Rfaaoe to 
Tspd the invadera, had all obeyed the ^wnBand with 
fte exertion of Orlaodo, whose passion for Angelica 
ilill held him in attendance on her. Orlando, arriving 
Mbie ASbvaeea, ftfond ft dooely Meaguered* He, 
howww, made fail wej into the dtadd, and related 
his adventures to Angelica, £rom the time of his de- 
parture up to his sepaiation from Rinaldo and the 
rest, -when they departed to the eaaistainee of Charlie 
magne. Angelka, in return, described the distresset 
of the garrison, and the force of the besiegers; and 
in conclusion prayed Orlando to favor her escape from 
the pressing danger, aoid esemt h&t kite France. Or> 
kfido, who did not mpeot that love for Rinaldo wae 
her secret motive, joyfully agreed to the proposal, and 
1k» sally was resolved upon. 

Imving lights homing in the fertreas, Aey departed 
St itogbtfiiU, and passed hi wSstf throu^ the eoemyn 
camp. After encountering numerous adventures, they 
Teaclied the sea-side, and embarked on board a pinnace 
finr Ftimce. Tbe vessel anired safely, and iHa travel- 
dbembaiking in Provence, pursned their way hf 
land. One day, heated and weary, they sought shel- 
ter fiNMn the sun in the forest of Arden, and chance 
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directed Angelica to the fouutaiu of Disdain, of whose 
shift fugmrijr dnnik* 

Inning thence, the Coant and dniaOTi epconntered a 
fitrftiigpr -^^ ' wh^t It was no other than Rin;ftlHf>i who 
WM just on the point of setting off on a pilgrimage in 
tendh of Angilioaf to iinpkM her pardoii Soit his iiir 
aensibilitft and urge his aew-fMind pasaioB. Surprise 
and delight at first dcpaved him of utterance, but 
aoen vecoTering himself, he joyfully saluted her, claim- 
ing bar as his, and eochorfciiig her to pat herself under 
his protection. Uia presiunptioa was repelled bj 
Angelica with disdain, and Orlando, enraged at the 
iiiTasicii of his rig^ils, challenged him to deddb their 
okuins by amia. 

Terrified at the combat which^ensued, Angelica fled 
auiain through tlxe forest, and came out upon a plaiu 
eoTered with tentiu This was ihe can^ of Oharle- 
magne, who led the annj of resenre destined to 8iq>- 
port the troops which had advanced to oppose Mar- 
silius. Charles, having heard the damsel^s tale, with 
difficult separated the two cousins, and then con- 
signed Angelica, as the canse of qnarreU to the care 
of ^amo, Duke of Bavaria} promising that she should 
be his who should best deserve her iii the impending 

. Bat thflw phos and he^m were finutrated. The 
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Christian army, beaten at all pointSy fled irouk tim 
Saracens; and Angelica, indifferent to both her lovers, 
mounted a swift palfrey and pinnged into the forest, 
rejoicing, in spite of her temr, al having regaiiied 
her liberty* She stepped aft last in a tufted grove, 
where a gentle zephyr blew, and whose young trees 
were watered by two clear runnels, which came and 
mingled their waters, makiiig a pleasing nrarmiir. 
BeUeving herself far &cm Binaldo, and overcome bj 
&tigue and the summer heat, she saw with delight 
a Lank covered with flowers, so thick tliat they 
almost hid the green tmf, inviting her to ali^t and 
rest. She dismoonted from her palfirey, and turned 
him loose to recruit his strength with the tender 
grass which bordered the streamlets. Then, in a 
sheltered mck tapestried with moss and fenced ia 
with roses and hawthorn-flowers, she yielded liersdf 
to grateful repose. 

She had not slept long when she was awakened 
by the noise made by Ae approach of a hofse. 
Starting up she saw an armed kni|^ who had 
arrived at the bank of the stream. Not knowing 
whether he was to be feared or not, her heart beat 
vndi ansety. She pressed ande the leaves to aUovr 
her to see who it was, but scarce dared to breathe 
for fear of betraying herseli'. Soon the knight threw 
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Liuiself oil the flowery bank, and, leaning his Iiead 
m his luuidf ftU into a profMad xevotie. Thai 
anmstog himself &m hit tilaooet he bcgui to poior 

tigiftU compiaintSy ming^ with deep aigbs. divers 
of tears flowed down his cheekfli and hSm breast seemed 
to labor with aliidden fleme. ^Ah, 'nwt regretol" 
ho ecdaimed; ^^craal fortanel othen triwnph, while 

I enduiDe hopeless misery I Better a thousand tiaaes 

to lose life, than wear a eUaiu so disgraceful aiid so 

pppresiivo I " 

Angalioa by thia time had veoogniied the atrani^ 

and perceived that it waa Sacripanti kix^ of Circassiat 
one of the worthiest of her suitors. This prince had 
foBowed Angelioa bom Im country, at the very gatei 
of the diQr« to Fjraacoi wheio bo heasd with dimy 
that flher waa under the guardianship of the Paiadia 
Orlando, and that the Emperor had announced bii 
decfee to award her as dxe priae of valor to that 
one of hia ni^hewa who ahoold best deserve lier. 

Aj9 Sacripant continued to lament, Angelic^) who 
had always opposed the hardness of marble t^ hii 
sighfiy thought with herself that nothing finrbadd her 
employing good «ffic«i in this onbappy <U. 
Though £irmly resolved never to accept \mi 9» ^ 
spouse, she yet felt the necessity of giving hi m s 
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of him. All at once, like Diana, she stepped forth 
from the aibor. ^Msy the gods preservB thee," 
flhe said, ■^and put ftr ftom ikee aB bard limits 
at m^I" Then die tcdd hun all that had befidlen 
her since she parted with him at her father's court, 
and how she had availed herself of Orlando's protec- 
tkyn to eeeape ftoin the bdeaguered ci^. At thai 
aMMuent db^ noisa o£ horse and araior waa heard as of 
eae approaching ; and Sacripant, furious at the iuter^ 
ruption, resumed liis helmet, moonted his horse, and 
plaeed fab hmee in reeL He saw a knight adTancing, 
with searf and plume of snowj wlntaneas. Saenpant 
regarded him with angry eyes, and, while he was yet 
some distance off, defied him to the combat. The 
odier, not moved by bis angry tone to make reply, 
pat himself on bis d^^e« Their horsaa, struck at 
the same moment with the spur, rushed upon ono 
another with the impetuosity of a tempest. Their 
shidds were pierced eadi with the otbei^a lance, and 
only the temper of their breastplates saved their lives* 
Both the horses recoiled with the violence of the 
shock; but the unknown knight's recovered itsulf at 
the iondft of llie spur; the Saraeen king^s ftll dead,' 
and bore doim bis iliaater vdth bim. The irbito 
knight, seeing his enemy in this condition, cared not 
to renew the combat, but, thinking he had done 
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enough for gloiy, pursued hit way through the £»mt| 
and was a mile off before Sacripant had gol free from 
h» horse. 

Al 4 plong^uonH stumied bjr a thimdflr-clqp which 
has sthckeu dead the oxen at his phwgh, standi 

motionless, sadly contein|jlatiiig his loss, so Sacripant 
Stood confounded and overwhahned with mortifiefttion 
at having AngeBoa a witness o£ his defisat* He 
groaned^ h& sighed, less firom the pain of his hnmes 
than for tlie shame of beiiig reduced to such a state 
briinre her. The prmeess took pity on faim^ and con* 
soled him es well as she could. Banish jour re- 
grets, my lord," she said, ^^this accident has happened 
solely in consequence of the feebleness of your horse, 
which had more need of rest and tad llian of sndi 
an encounter as this. Nor can yonr adversary gain 
any credit by it, since he lias hurried away, not ven- 
tming a second trial." While she thus consoled 
Sacripant th y perceived a person approach, who 
seemed a coorier, with hag and bom* As soon ai 
he came up, he accosted Sacripant, and inq^uiied if he 
had seen a knight pass that way, bearing a while 
shield and with a white plume to his hehnet f^I 
have, indeed, seen too much of him," said Sao^pant, 
^ it is he who has brought me to the ground ; but at 
least I hope to learn from you who that knight is.^ 



* 
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That I can easily inform you/' said the man ; know 
tten that, if you have been overthrown, you owe your 
fiite to the high prowess of a lady as beautiful as die 
is brave* It is the fair and illustrious Bradamante 
who has won from you the honors of victory." 

At these words the courier rode on his way, leaving 
Sacripant more confounded and mortified than ever. 
In silenee'he mounted the horse of Angelica, taking 
the lady behind him on the croup, and rode away in 
search of a more secure asylum. Hardly had they 
ridden two miles when a new sound was heard in the 
forest, and they perceived a gallant and powerful horse, 
which, leaping the ravines and dashing aside the 
branches that opposed his passage, appeared before 
them, accoatred with a rich harness adorned with gold. 

^If I may believe my eyes, which penetrate with 
difficulty the underwood," said Angelica, that horse 
that dashes so stoutly through the bushes is Bayard, 
and I manrel how he seems to know the need we 
have isf him, mounted as we are both on one feeble 
animal." Sacripant, dismounting from the palfrey, ap- 
proached the fiery courser, and attempted to seize his 
bridle, but the disdainful animal, turning fnom him,"^ 
hmiched at him a volley of kicks enough to have 
shattered a wall of marble. Bayard then approached 
Angelica with an air as geiutle and loving as a fiuihr 
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fill dog could his master, after a long separation. For 
he remembered how she had caressed him, and even 
fed him, in Albracca. She took his bridle in her left 
hand, while with her right she patted his neck. The 
beautiful animal, gifted with wonderful intelligence, 
seemed to submit entirely. Sacripant, seizing de 
moment to Tault upon him, controlled hb cnrvetings, 
and Angelica, quitting the croup of the palfrey, re- 
gained her seat. 

But, turning his eyes toward a place where was 
heard a noise of arms, Sacripant beheld Rinaldo. 
That hero now loves Angelica more than his life, 
and she flies him as the timid crane the ^con. 

The fountain of which Angelica had drunk produced 
such an efiect on the beautifiil queen, that, with dis- 
tressed countenance and trembling voice, she conjured 
Sacripant not to wait the approach of Rinaldo, but to 
join her in flight. 

Am I, then," said Sacripant, ^ of so little esteem 
with you that you doubt my power to defend you? | 
Do you forget the battle of Albracca, and how, in 
your defence, I fought single-handed against Agrican 
and all his knights?" 

Angehca made no reply, uncertain what to do; bat j 
already Rinaldo was too near to be escaped. He 
advanced ^menacingly to ihe Circassian king, fer he 
recognized his horse. 
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civile tfaia^" he cried, ^'diamomit ham Aat hone, 
«ad prtvent the punkhmenfc that ii your due for 

daring to rgb lae of property. Leave, ako, the 
princess in my hands ; for it would indeed be a ain to 
mSex ee dharmrng a lady and bo galknt a cliaiger to 
iwain in fuch keeping*'' 

The king of Circasaia, furious at being thus insulted, 
ciied oat, "Thoa lieat, villain, in giving me ihe name 
of tfaiel^ which bettor bekMigs to thyself than to me. 
It is tcu^ the beauty of this lady and the perfection 
of this horse are unequalled; come on, then, and let 
ns try which of ns is meet worthy to posseae them." 

At these words the king of Circaasia and BinaUo 
attacked one another with all their force, one fighting 
on foot^ the other on hoi^seback. You need not, how- 
ever, suppose ihat ifae Saraoen king found eny advao* 
tage in this; for a young page, unused to horMman* 
ship, could not have failed more completely to manage 
Bayard than did this accomplished knight. The faith- 
fid animal loved Us maater too well to injure him, 
and refuaed hia aid as well as hia obedience to the 
hand of Sacripant, who could strike but ineiiectual 
blows, the horse backing when he wished him to go 
fiirward^ and droppmg hia head and arching hia back, 
throwing oat with hia legs, ao aa ahnoat to shake thai 
knight oat of the ^ saddle. Sacripant, seeing that he 
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could not manage him, watched his opportonity, roee 
on his saddie, and leapt lightly to the earth; then, 
relieved i'rom the embarrassment of the horse, renewed 
tho combat on more equal terms. Their sldU* to thrust 
and parry were equal; one rises, the other stoops; 
with one foot set hrm, they turn and wind, to lay on 
strokes or to dodge thsfXL At last Rinaldo, throwing 
himself on the Circassian, dealt him a blow so terriUe 
that Fusberta, his good sword, cut in two the buckler 
of Sacripant, although it was made of bone, and 
covered with a thick plate of steel well tempered. 
The arm of the Saracen was deprired at its defence, 
and almost palled with the stroke. Angelica, per- 
ceiving how victory was likely to incline, and shud- 
dering at the thought of becoming tlie prize of 
Rinaldo, hesitated no longer. Turning her horse^s 
head, she fled with the utmost speed; and, in spite of 
the round pebbles which covered a steep descent, she 
plunged into a deep valley, trembling with tlie fear 
that Rinaldo was in pursuit. At the bottom of this 
valley she encountered an aged hermit, whose white 
beard flowed to his middle, and whose venerable sp- 
pearance seemed to assure Lis piety. 

This hermit, who appeared shrunk by age and fist- 
ing, travelled slowly, mounted upon a wretched sas^ 
The princess, overcome with fear, conjured him to 
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save her life, and to conduct her to some port of the 
sea, whence she might embark and quit Fnmoe, never 
more to hear the odious name of Binaldo. 

The old hermit was something of a wizard. He 
comforted AngeBca, and promised to protect' her from 
all peril. Then he opened his scrip, and took from 
thence a book, and had read but a single page when a 
goblin, obedient to his incantations, appeared, under 
the form ef a laboring man, and demanded his orders. 
He received them, transported himself to the place 
where the knights still maintained their conflict, and 
boldly stepped between the two. 

**Tdl me, I pray you," he said, "what benefit wiD 
aocme to him who shall get the better in this con* 
test? The object you are contending for is already 
disposed of; for the Paladin Orlando, without effort 
and withoat exposition, is now carrying away the 
j^cess Angelica to Paris. You had better pursue 
them promptly, for if they reach Paris, you will never 
see her again." 

At these words you might have seen those rival 
waniois cmfounded, stupefied, silently Hgreeing that 
they were affording their rival a fair opportunity to 
triumph over them. Rinaldo, approaching Bayard, 
broathes a sigh of shame and rage, and swears a 
terrible oatk that, if he overtakes Orlando, he will 
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tear hifl heart out. Then moonting Bayard and press- 
ing his flBBks whh hk spurs, lie leaiw long flf 
CJjrcasaia on foot in the fiumit. 

Let it not appear strange tliat Binaldo found Baj- 
ard obedient at last, after having so long prevented 
mj one from einen toaehing his faridlo; fiir Aat 
fine animal had an intelligence almost human; he 
bad jQed from his master only to draw him on the 
tnek of Angelica, and enable Mm to feeover herv 
He saw when the princess fled from the batde, and 
lUaaldo being then engaged in a fight on &iot^ Bayard 
found himself free to follow the traces of Angelica. 
Thus he had dimwn his master after him, not per* 
mitting him to approach^ and had hEooght him to the 
sight of the princess. But Bayard now, deceived lil^ 
his master with the false intelligence of the goblin, 
submits to be mounted and to serve his master' sb 
nsual, and Rinaldo, animated with rage, makes him 
fly toward Paris, more slowly than his wishes, though 
tlie speed of Bayard outstripped the winds. Full of 
impatience to encounter Orlando, he gave but a few 
hours that night to sleep. Early the next day he saw 
before him the great city, under the walls of wiiicli 
the Emperor Charles had collected the scattered re- 
mains of his army. Foareseeing that he would soon 
be attacked on all sides, the Emperor had caused the 
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aofiient fortifications to be repaired, and new ones to 
be built, surrounded by wide and deep ditches. The 
desire to hold the field agunst the enemy made hii 
seue every means of procuring new allies. He hoped 
to receive firom England aid sufficient to enable him 
to form a new camp, and as soon as Rinaldo rejoined 
him, lie selected him to go as his ambassador into 
Edogland, to plead &r auxiliaries. Kinaldo was far 
from pleased with this commission, but he obeyed the 
Emperor's commands, without giving himself time to 
devote a aiii^ day to the object nearest his heart. 
He hastened to Calais, and lost not a moment in 
embarking for England, ardently desiring a liasty de- 
spatch of his ecmimission, and a jpeedy retmm to 
France. 



J 
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BRADAMANTE AND ROGERO. . 

BRADAMANTE, the knight of the white plume 
and shield, whose sudden appearance and en- 
counter with Sacripant we have already told, was in 
quest of Rogero, from whom chance had separated 
her, almost at the beginning of their acquaintance. 
After her encounter with Sacripant, Bradamante pur- 
sued her way through the forest, in hopes of rejoining 
Rogero, and arrived at -last on the brink of a fair 
fountain. 

This fountain flowed through a broad meadow. 
Ancient trees overshadowed it, and travellers, attracted 
by the sweet murmur of its waters, stopped there to 
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cool themselves. Bradamante, casting her eyes on all 
sides to enjoy the beauties of the spot, perceived, 
under the shade of a tree, a knight reclining, who 
seemed to be oppressed witli the deepest grief. 

'Bradamante accosted him, and asked to be inibrmed 
of the cause of his distress. ^'AlasI my lord," said 
he, ^^I lament a young and charming firiend, my 
affianced wife, who has been torn from me by a vil- 
lain, — let me rather call him a demon, — who, on a 
winged horse, descended from the air, seized her, and 
bore her screaming to his den. I have pursued them 
over rocks and tlirough ravines till my horse is no 
longer able to bear me, and I now wait only for 
death." He added, that already a vain attempt on 
his behalf had been made by two knights whom 
chance had brought to the spot. Their names were 
Gradasso, king of Semane, and Bogero, the Moor* 
Both had been overcame by the wiles of the enchant- 
^9 and were . added to the number of the captives, 
whom he held in an impregnable castle, situated on 
the height of the moontain. At the mention of 
Rogero's name, Bradamante started with delight, 
which was soon changed to an opposite sentiment 
when she heard that her lover was a prisoner in tho 
toib of the enchanter. ^SS^ Knight," she said, **do 

not snrrendei? yoonelf to deqpair; this day may be 
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more happy fbr jou than you think, if yoa wQl cnlj 
kid ma to oitlle which enfiiMt her wfaoDt yw 

The kiiight respouded, After having lost all that 
aade life dear to me, I ham no motito to aToid tha 
dangm of tho enterpdm, tod I will do as yw » 
^ueat; bat I foiewara you of the perils yoa will hA?e 
to encounter. If you fall, impute it not to me." 

Having thm spoken, they took thfiiiT way to tho cm- 
tie, but were oyertaken by a meiwengor fiom the cam]ip 
who had been seat in quest of Bradamante to summ<ni 
her back to the army, where her presence was needed 
to reoMure her dishearloBod i)fees» and withstand At 
adTance of the Moors. 

The mournful . knight, whose name was Pinabdt 
tlius became aware that Bradamaiite was a scion of 
the house of Olermont, between wfaMi and hn owa 
of Mayenoe there exiated an andent feud* FiDn 
moment the traitor sought only how. he might be nud 
of the company of Bnulamante, from whom he feared 
no good wiNild come to him^ but latfaer mortal injury, 
if his name and lineage became known to her. For he 
judged her by his own base model, and, knowing hi^ 
ill deserts, he feared to receive his due. 

Bradamante, in spite of like smnmons to letnin to 
Ibe anny, ooold not resolTO to leaTe her lover in eap- 
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Ihity, and determined first to finish the adventure on 
which she was engaged. Pinabel leading the way, 
ihey at length airived at a wood, in the centre oF 
which rose a steep, rocky mountain. Pinabel, who 
now thought of nothing else but how he might escape 
ftom Bradaniante, proposed to ascend the mountain to 
extend his view, in order to discover a sheltw for the 
night, 1£ any there might be within sight* Under this 
pretence he left Bradamante, and advanced up the 
side of the mountain till he came to a cleft in the 
rock, down which he looked, and ' poroeived that it 
widened below into a spacious cavern. Meanwhile 
Bradamante, fearful of losing her guide, had fullowed 
close on his footsteps, and rejoined him at the mouth 
of tbe carem. Then the traitor^ seeing the impossi- 
bihty of escaping her, conceived another design. He 
told her that before her approach he had seen in the 
carem a young and beaatifid damsel, whose rich dress 
annonnoed her high birth, who with tears and lamen- 
tatioQS implored assistance; that before he could de- 
sceod to relieve her, a ruffian had seized her, and 
hurried her away into the recesses of the careni. 
. Bradamante, fall of truth and courage, readily believed 
this he of the Mayencian traitor. Eager to succor the 
dsmad, she looked round for the means of facilitating the 
daseent, and seeing a large dm with q»readiiig branches, 
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she lopped off with her sword one of the largest, and 
thruit it into the opening. She told Pinabel to boH 
fiut to the larger end, while, grasping the branches wlk 
her hands, she let herself down into the cavern. 

The traitor smiled at seeing her tlius suspended, and, 
asking her in mockery, "Are you a good leaper?'* he 
let go the branch with perfidious glee, and saw Brada- 
mante precipitated to the bottom of the cave. " I wish 
your whole race were there with you," he muttered, 
**that you might all perish together." 

But Pinabel's atrocious design was not accomplished. 
The twigs and foliage of the branch broke its descent, 
and Bradamante, not seriously injured, though stunned 
mA. her fiill, was reserved for other adventures. 

As soon as she recovered from the shock, Bradanumts 
cast her eyes around and perceived a door, through 
which she passed into a second cavern, larger and loftier 
than the first. It bad the appearance of a subterranean 
temple. Columns of the purest alabaster adorned it, and 
supported the roof ; a simple altar rose in the middle ; a 
lamp, whose radiance was reflected by the alabaster walls, 
cast a mild light around. 

Bradamante, inspired by a sense of religious awe^ 
approaclied the altar, and, falling on her knees, poured 
forth her prayei^ and thanks to the Preserver of her 
life, invoking the protection oi Ins power. At thai bk^ 
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wmi a small door 0{iened« and a female issmed from it 
with naked feet, and flowing robe and hair, who called 

I hat bj her iMime» and thus addmeed her. *^ Bnm and 
generoos Bfadamantey know that it is a power bom 

I above that has farougbt you hither* Th& spirit of MerliiH 
whose last earthly abode was in this place, has warned 

I me of your airiirfll, and of the fiite that awatts yoa* 
Xhii famone grotto," she ooatanved, waa the wodk of 
the enchanter Merlin ; here Ids ashes repose. You have 
no doubt heard how this sage and virtuous enchanter 
oemd to be. Yidim of ihe artftd iairy of the hd^e^ 
MecUn, by a frtal cctaoplMmee with her reqnett, kid himr 
self down living in Ids tomb, without power to resist 
the spell laid upon him by that ingrate, who retauied 
lam ibam as long as he lived. His spirit hovers about 
this qxit, and will not leaye it, until the last tnunpet 
ahaU summon the dead to judgment. He answers the 
questiiMis of those who approadi his tomb, where pe^• 
ksps you may be privileged to bear his voice/' 

Bmdamante, astonished at tliese words, and the ol^eets 
which met h^ view, knew not whether she was awake 
or asleep. Confiised, but modest, she cast down her 
eyes, and a bksh ovenpread her ftee. Ah, what am 
I," said ahot that so great a prophet should deign to 
speak to me I " Still, with a secret satisfaction, she fol- 

lomd tiie priesteai» who led her to the tomb of Merha» 
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This tomb was constructed of a species of stone liard 
and resplendent like fire. The rays which beumtd from 
the stone sofficed to light iq> thet tenriUe ^aee, where 
the sun's rays never penetrated ; hot I know not whethflr 
that hght was the eiiect of a certain phosphorescence <^ 
the stone itself, or of the many taliismaus and charms 
with which it was wrought over. 

Btadamante had hardly passed the threshtdd ef this 
sacred place, when the spirit of the enchanter salutdd 
her with a voice firm and distinct. **Maj thy de- 
signs be prosperous, O chaste and noble maiden, ibs 
future mother of heroes, the glory of Italy, and des- 
tined to fill the whole world with their fame. Great 
captains, renowned knights, shall be numbered among 
your descendants, who shall defend the Church sad 
restore their country to its ancient splendor. Piincesy 
wise as Augustus and the sage Numa shall bring back 
ihe age of gold.* To accomplish these grand destinin 
it is ordained that you shall wed the illustrious Bogsro. 
Fly then to his dehverance, and lay prostrate in ibe 
dust the traitor who has snatched him firom you, and 
now holds him in chains I** 

Merlin ceased with ditse words, and left to HUBamik 

* Thii prophecy Si introdmd by Arioito in UUi plaee to eomplbiNit 
the noble honse of Este, Uie prinoee of hie native itato, the dnicedoiD nf 
Fenara. 
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tbd pneatesst the chttrge of more fully instructing tbe 
maiden in her future course. To-moonrow," said A% 
^1 iriU oonobol jm to the Mrtle m ibe rock whm 
BogBTO m hdd captiTe. I mil aoi kave joa tiU I 
I luive guided you through this ^ild wood* and I will 
direct you on your way so that you shall be in no 
danger of iirirtakifig it.'' 
Tha Mzt imniii^ Mdlissa oondiicted Bradflmantei 
j ketwe^ rocks and precipices, crossing rapid torrents^ 
I and tUKversiiig intricate passes, employing the time i^ 
; imparting to 1« ««h iaf««r«.«i«n « w« «ec«ay ^ 
enaUd her to bring her design to a aaoeeaafid iasne. 
' ^Not only would the castle, impenetrable by forcoi 
and that winged horse of his bafiSe your efforts, bu^ 
famr thai he posMses also a boAkr wiience flaaiies 
a light so hdlUant that the eyes of all who look upon 
it are blinded* Think not to avoid it by shutting 
joor eyes, for how then will yon be aUe to avoid Ui 
blowa, and anakn ban feel yonr own? Bnt I will 
tdsch yoa the proper coarse to punoe. 

^Agramant, the Moorish prince, possesses, a ring 
stolen from n qneen of Tn£a, w\aA has power i0 
Ktader of no avail all encfa aulMMito . AgnmMint» know* 
ing that £ogero is of more importance to him than 
any one of his warriors, is deahfous of rescuing him 
from the power of the enchanter, and has .sent ftv 
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that* purpose BnmeDo, tlie most cniAy and sagadons 
of his servantSi provided with his wonderful ring, and 

. he is even now at band, bent on this enterprise. 
But, beautiful Bradamante, as I desire that no one 
but yourself shall have the glory of ddliTering from 
thraldom your future spouse, listen while I disclose 
the means of success. Following this path wliicli 
leads by the sea-shore, you will come erelong to a 
hostelry, where the Saracen Brunello will arriye sluMrt- 
ly after you* You will readily know him by his 
atatuxe, under four feet, bis great disproportioned bead, 
his squint eyes, his livid hue, bis thick eyebrows join- 
lag his tnf^ heard. His dress, moreover, that of a 
courier, will point him out to you. 

"It will be easy for you to enter into conversation 
with hiiU) announcing yoursdf as a knight seeking 
combat with the enchanter, but let not the knave 
suspect that you know anything about the ring. I 
doubt not that he will offer to be your guide to the 
castle of the enchanter. Aec&pt his offinr, hut tske 
care to hasp behind him till you come in sight of the 
hrilliaut dome of the castle. Then hesitate not to 
strike him dead, for the wretch deserves no pity, and 
taiSfJd &am him the ring. But let Um not suspect 
your intention, for by putting the xi^g into his mouth 
he will instantly become invisible, and disappear &m 
your eyes.'* 
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Saying thus, the sage Melissa and the fiur Brada- 
mante arrived near the city of Bordeaux, where the 
rich and wide river Garonne pours the tribute of its 
waves into the sea* They parted with tender emr 
braces. Bradamante, intent wholly on her purpose, 
hastened to arrive at the hostelry, where Brunello 
had preceded her a few moments only. The young 
heroine knew him without diiEculty. She accosted 
him, and put to him some sUght questions, to which 
he replied with adroit falsehoods. Bradamante, on 
her part, concealed from him her sex, her rdligion, 
her country, and the blood from whence she sprung. 
While they talk together, sudden cries are heard i'rom 
all parts of the hostelry. "O c^ueen of heaven I** 
exclaimed Bradamante, ^^what can be lihe cause of 
this sudden alarm?" She soon learned the cause. 
Host, children, domestics, all, with upturned eyes, as 
if they saw a comet or a great eclipse, were gazing on 
a prodigy which seemed to pass the bounds of possibil- 
ity. She beheld distinctly a winged horse, mounted 
with a cavaher in rich armor, cleaving the air with rapid 
flight. The wings of this strange courser were wdde 
extended, and covered with feathers of various colors. 
The polished armor of the knight made them shine 
with rainbow tints. In a short time, the horse and 
rider -disappeared behind the summits of the mountains. 

6* 
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^^It ifi an enchauter," said the host, magiciasi 
who often is seen traversing the air in that waj. 
Sometimes he flies aloft as if among the staxs, -tmi^~ 
at others, skims along the land. He possesses a wc»* 
dertUl castle on the top of the Pyrenees. Manj* 
knights have shown tlieir courage by going to attack 
him, but none have ever retmmed, from which it is 
to be feared they have h)st either their li& or their 
hherty." 

Bradamante, addressing the host, said, " Could yon 
fbmish me a guide to conduct* me to the castle of 
this enchanter?" ^^By my &ith," said Bnmello, in* 
terrupting, that you shall not seek in vain ; I have 
it all in writing, and I will myself conduct you." 
Bradamante, with thanks, accepted him for her guide* 

The host had a tolerable horse to dispose of, which- 
Bradamante bargained for, and the next day, at the 
first dawn of morning, she took her route by a narrow 
vallqr, taking care to have the Saracen Bnmello lss4 . 
the way. 

They reached the summit of the Pyrenees, wheace 
one may look down on France, Spain, and the two 
seas. From this lieight they descended again by a 
fiUiguing road into a deep valley. From the middle 
of tliis valley an isolated mountain rose, composed ot, 
rough and perpendioolar rock, on whose summit yaik* 
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ikb' ca^de, surroimded with a wall of bms. Brunello 
said, Yonder is the stronghold where the enchanter 
keeps his prisoners ; one must have wings to mount 
tbither; it is easy to see that the aid of a flying horse* 
nmst be necessary for the master of this castle, which 
he uses for his prison and for his abode." 

Bradamante, sufficiently instructed, saw that the 
time had now cotne to possess herself of the ring ; but 
she could not resolve to slay a defenceless man. She 
seized Brunello before he was aware, bound him to a 
tree, and took from him tlie ring wliich he wore on 
one of his fingers. The cries and entreaties of the 
perfidious Saracen moved h^ not. She advanced to 
the foot of the rock whereon the castle stood, and, to 
draw the magician to the combat, sounded her horn, 
Ming to it cries of defiance. 

The enchanter delayed not to present himself, 
mounted on his winged horse. Bradamante was 
struck with surprise mixed with joy when she saw 
that this person, described as so formidable, bore no 
lance nor club, nor any other deadly weapon. He had 
only on his arm a buckler, covered with a cloth, and 
in his hand an open book. As to the winged horse, 
there was no enchantment about him. He was a* 
natond animal, of a species which exists in the Rir 
piMMLn mountains. Like a griffin, he had the head of 
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m eaglet ckwt armed with taloaft, and wingi coTeied 

with lbat]icr&, the fe&t oi' hm body being that of a 
horse. Tliis 8ti*ange animal is caUed a Hippogriff. 

The henrine attacked the enchanter on hfe apj^foadi, 
itriking on this side and oo that, with aU tlie eneigy 
oi' a violent combat, but woundhig only thu wind; 
and, after this pretended attack had ksted some tine, 
dismounted from her horse, as if hewing to do battle 
more effectually on fooU The enchanter now prepares 
to employ his solo weapon, by uncovering the magic 
buckler which never fiuled to subdne an eaemj hj 
depriving him of his senses. Bradamante, confiding 
in her ring, observed all the motions of her adversary, 
and, at the unveiling of the sliield, cast herself on 
the ground, pretending that the splendor of the shidd 
had overcome her, but in reality to induce tiha en 
chanter to dismount and approach her« 

It happened according to her wish. When the 
enchanter saw her prostrate^ he made his horse alight 
on the ground, and, dismounting, fixed the shield on 
the pommel of his saddle, and approached in order to 
secure the fallen warrior. Jjradauiaiite, who watched 
him intently, as scion as she saw him near at hand, 
sprang up, seked him vigorously, threw him down, 
and, with the same chain which the enclmnter bad 
prepared for herself, bound liim fast, without his being 
abfe to make any eflPectual resistance. 
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The enchanter, with the accents of despair, ex- 
claimed, ^^Take my life, young man!" bat Brad*- 
mante was fiir from complying with such a wish. 
Desirous of knowing the name of the enchanter, and 
for what purpose he had formed with so much art 
this impregnable fortress, she commanded him to in- 
form her* 

^ Alas I" repUed the magician, while tears flowed 
down his cheeks, "it is not to conceal booly, nor 
for any culpable design, that I have built this castle ; 
it was only to guard the Ufe of a young knight, the 
object of my tenderest affection, my art having taught 
me that he is destined to become a Christian, and to 
perish, shortly after, by the blackest of treasons. 

^^This youth, named Kogero, is the most beautiftd 
and most accomplislied of knights. It is I, the unhap- 
py Atlantes, who have reared him from his chfldhood. 
The call of honor and the desire of glory led him from 
lue to follow Agramant, his prince, in his invasion of 
France, and I, more devoted to Bogero than the ten- 
derest of parents, have son^t the means of bringing 
Um back to this abode, in the hope of saving him 
irom the cruel iate that meilUces him. 

*^For this purpose I have got him in my possession 
by the same means as I attempted to employ against 
you; and by which I have succeeded in collecting a 
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great many kiiighu aud ladies iii my castle. Mj piu^ 
poee was to render mj beloved pupil*s captiTitj light, 
by affording him sooiety to anuue hinif and Isaqi In 
thougUta from numing on aumecto of war and f^ocy- 
Alas I my cares have been in vain I Yet, take, I 
beseech you, whatOTer ebe I hare, bat ipare me my 
beloved pupil» Take this ihiakU take tUa winged 
coursaTi deliver such of your friends as you may iind 
among my prisoners, deliver Uiem all if you will, but 
leave me my beloved Rogero; or if yon will snatdi 
him too from me, take also my Ufe, which will cease 
then to be to me worth preserving.*' 

Bmdanuuite replied : ''^ Old man, hope not to move 
me by your vain entreaties. It is precisely tlie liboiy 
of Rogero that I require* You wocdd keep him here 
in bondage and in sloth&l pleasure, to save him fi:om 
a &te wliich you foresee. Vain old man I how caa 
yea foresee his &te when you could not fiwesee your 
own? You derive me to take yoor life* No, mf 
arm and my soul refuse the request/' This said, she 
rec^uiied the iiiagiciiiii to go before, and guide lier to 
the castle. The prisonm were set at liberty, though 
scmie, in th^ secret hearts, regretted the vdnptnoos 
lite which was thus brought to an end. Bradamante 
and Rogero met one another with transports of joy. 

They descended from the monntain to the spot 
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where the encounter had taken place. There they 
£)mid the Hippogriff, with the magic buckler in its 
wrapper, hanging to his saddle-bow. Bradamante ad- 
vanced to seize the bridle; the Hippogriff seemed to 
wait her approach, but before she reached him he 
spread his wings and flew away to a neighboring hill, 
and in the same manner, a second time, eluded her 
efforts. Rogero and, the other liberated knights dis- 
persed over the plain and hill-tops to secure him, and 
at last the animal allowed Rogero to seize his rein. 
The fearless Rogero hesitated not to vault upon his 
back, and let him feel his spurs, which so roused his 
mettle that, after galloping a short distance, he sud- 
denly spread his wings, and soared into the air. 
Bradamante had the grief to see her lover snatched 
away firom her at the very moment of reunion. 
Rogero, who knew not the art of directing the horse, 
was unable to control his flight. He found himself 
carried over the tops of the mountains, so &r above 
Ihem that he could hardly distinguish what was land 
* and what water. The Hippogriff directed his flight to 
the west, and cleaved the air as swiftly as a new- 
rigged vessel cuts the waves, impelled by the freshest 
and most fevorable gales. 
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IN the long flight which Rogero took on the back 
of the HippogrifF, he was carried over land and 
sea, unknowing whither. As soon as he had gained 
some control over the animal, he made him alight on ^ 
the nearest land. When he came near enough to 
earth, Rogero leapt lightly from his back, and tied tlie^ 
animal to a myrtle-tree. Near the spot flowed the 
pure waters of a fountain, surrounded by cedars and 
palm-trees. Rogero laid aside his shield, and, re- 
moving his helmet, breathed with delight the fresh air, | 
and cooled his lips with the waters of the fountain. 
For we cannot wonder that he was excessively fatigued, 
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I considering the ride lie had taken. He was preparing 
to taste the sweets of repose, when he perceived that 
the Hippogri£P, which he had tied fay the bridle to 
a myrtle- tree, frightened at aomethingi was making 
violent efforts to disengage ILmself. His struggles 
shook the myitie-tree so that many of its beantifiil 
leaves were torn off, and strewed the izroimd. 

A sound like that which i»ae. from banung wood 
seemed to come from the myrtle-tree, at first &int 
j and indistinct, but growing stronger by degrees, and 
I at length was audible as a voice which spoke in this 
manner: O knight, if the tenderness of your heart 
corresponds to the beauty of your person, relieve me, 
I pray you, from this tonnciitiiig animal. I suffer 
eiMMigh inwardly without having outward evils added 
to my lot." 

Rogero, at the first accents of this voice, turned 
his eyes promptly on the myrtle, Lustened to it, 
and stood fixed in astonishment when he perceived 
that the voice issued firom the tree itself. He inuue- 
diately untied his horse, and, flushed with surprise and 
regret, exclaimed, " Whoever thou art, whether moi^ 
tal or the goddess €i these woods, forgive me, I be- 
leech yon, my invduntary fiiult. Had I imaged 
that this hard bark covered a being possessed of feel* 
ing, could I have exposed such a beautii'ul myrtle to 
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the insults of tliis steed? May the sweet iiiflucQces 
of tbo akj and air speedily repair the injuiy I hate 
domi For my part, I promiae by the aover«gtt hdy 

oil' my Jieart to do everytUiog yoa wiftii in order to 

merit yoiu' I'orgiveuess/' 

At iheie words tbe myrtle aeom e d to tremUe froaoi 
root to stem, and Rogero zemackad that a moiataie aa 

q£ tears tricklid down ita barkt like tJUat wiiidi exudes 
{ioin a log placed on the lire. It then spoke : ~ 

^^Tbe kandneas which inspires your words cod^mbIs 
saa to disdose to yon who I once was, and by what 

iktality I have been changed into this shape. My name 

was Astolpho, coubiu of Orlando and liiiialdo, whose 

fiuDoe has filled die earth* I was myself nsckoned among 
the brayest paladins of Francoy and ¥Paa fay faird^ entt- 
tied to reign over England, after Otho, mj father. 

Keturning troni the distant East, with Rinaldo and | 

many other brave knight^ called home to aid with i 

I 

onr arms the great £mperor of Frame, we readied a 
spot where the powerful enchantress Akina possessed 
a cab lie on the borders of the sea. She had gone to 
tbe wateiMdde to amnse herself wiAt fishings and wa 
paused to see how^ by her art, withoot hook or line, 
she drew &oul the water whatever she would* 

Not far £:oni the shore an enormous whale showed 
% hack ao broad and molioalcM thai, it looked HIbb an 
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island. AlciDa had fixed her eyes on me, and planned 
to get me into her power. Addressing us, she said: 
*Tliis is the hour when the prettiest mermaid in the 
sea comes regularly every day to the shore of yond^ 
island. She sings so sweetly that the very waves 
flow smoother at the sound. K you wish to hear her, 
Come with me to her resort.' So saying, Alcina point- 
ei to the fish, whidi we all supposed to be an island. 
I, yAo was rash, did not hesitate to follow her; but 
swam my hoi*se over, and mounted on tlie back of the 
fish. In vain Rinaldo and Dudon made signs to me 
ta beware; Alcina, smiling, took me in charge, and 
led the way. No sooner were we mounted upon him 
than the whale moved oii', spreading his great fins, 
and cleft rapidly the waters. I then saw my folly, 
but it was too late to Tq)ent. Alcina soothed my 
anger, and professed that what she had done was for 
love of me. Erelong we arrived at this island, 
where at first everything was done to reconcile me to 
my lot, and to make my days pass happily away. Bat 
soon Aldna, sated with her conquest, grew indifferent, 
tlien weary of me, and at last, to get rid of me, 
changed me into this form, as she had done to many 
loveis before me, making some of them dives, some 
pahns, seme oedan, changing others into fountams, 
rocks, or even into wild beasts. And thou, courteous 
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knight, wliom accident has brought to this enchanted 
isle, beware that she get not the power ov^ thee^ or 

thou shalt haply be made like us, a tree, a fouataia, 
or a rock." 

Rogero expressed his astonishment at this recitaL 
Astdpho added, that the island was in great part sub- 
ject to the sway of Alcina. By the aid of her sifter 
Morgana, she had succeeded iu dispossessing a tliird 
sbter, Logestilla, of nearly ihe whole of her patri- 
mony, for the whole isle was hers originally by lier 
Other's bequest. But Log^tilla was temperate and 
sage, while the other sisters were false and voluptuous. 
Her empire was divided from theirs by a gulf and 
chain of moontains, which alone had thus fiur prevent- 
ed her sister from usurping it. 

Astolpho here ended his tale, and Rogero who 
knew that he was the cousin of Bradamante, would 
gladly hare devised some way for his relief; bat, as 
that was out of his power, he consoled him as well as 
he could, and then begged to be told tlie way to the 
palace of Logestilla, and how to avoid that of Alcina, 
Astolpho directed him to take the road to the left» 
though rough and full of rocks. He warned him that 
this road wpuld present serious obstacles ; tliat troops 
of monsters would oppose his passage, employed by the 
art of Alcina to prevent her subjects &om escapis^ 
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from her dominion. Rogero thanked the myrtle, and 
prepared to set ont on his way. 

He at first thoaght he would mount the winged 
horse, and scale the mountain on his back ; but he 
was too imcertain of his power to control him to wish 
to encomiter the hazard of another flight through the 
air, besides that he was ahnost famished for the want 
ot* food. So he led the horse after him, and took the 
road on foot, which fbr some distance led equally to 
the dominions of both the sisters. 

He had not advanced more tlian two miles when he 
saw before him the superb city of Alcina. It was 
smronnded with a waD of gold, which seemed to reach 
the dues. I know that some think tliat this wall was 
not of real gold, but only the work of alchemy; it 
matters not;^ I prefer to tliink it gold, for it certainly 
shone like gold. 

A broad aold level road led to the gates of the city, 
and from this another branched off, narrow and rough, 
which led to the mountain region. Rogero took with- 
out hesitation the narrow road; but he had no sooner 
entered upon it than he was assailed by a numerous 
troop which opposed his passage. 

You never have seen anything so ridiculous, so 
ettraordinaiy, as this host of hobgoblins were. Some 
tt them bore the human form from the neck to the 
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feet, Imt had the head of a monkej <xr a cat; ethen 
had the legs and the ears of a hone; old men and 

women, bald and iuduoua, ran hither and thither as 
if ont of their senseS| half clad in the shaggy skins of 
beasts ; one rode full speed on a horse wiihoot ft bridle, 
another jogged along mounted <m an ass or a cow; 

others, full of agihty, skipped about, and clung to the 
tails and manes of tliu animals wliich their companions 
rode. Some blew horns, others brandished drinking- 
cups; some were armed with spits, and some widi 
pitchibrks. One, who ap|>eured to be the captain, Lad 
an enormous belly and a gross fat head ; he was 
mounted on a tortoise, that waddled, now this way, 
now that, without keeping any one direction. 

One of these monsters, who had something ap- 
proaching the human form, though he liad tlie neck, 
ears, and muzzle of a dog, set himself to bark furioasiy 
at Kogero, to make him turn off to the ri^t, and re- 
eater upon the road to the gay city; but the brave 
chevalier exclaimed, " That will I not, so long as I 
can use this sword," — and he thmst the pdnt directly 
at his &ce. The monster tried to strike him with t 
lance, but liogero was too quick for him, and thrust 
his sword through his body, so that it appeared a 
hand's breadth behind his bade. The paladin, now 
giving full vent to his rage, kid about him vigcmusly 
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amai^ the r^ibble, diving one to the teeth, another 
to the girdle; bat the troop was so nomerous, and in 
^ite of his blows piessed around him ao close, that, 
to clear hia way, ha anut have had aa many arma aa 

Briareus* 

« 

If Rogero had uncovered the shield of the enchanter 
which hong at his saddlebow, he might eaaUy have 
vanqui&bed this monstrous rout; but perhiq>s he did 
not think of it, and perhaps he prefuTed to seek his 
defence nowhere but in his good sword. At that 
moment, when hia perplexity was at its height, he saw 
i&sue from the city gate two young beauties, whose 
air and dress proclaimed their rank and gentle nurture* 
Each of them was mounted on a unicorn, whose 
whiteness surpassed that of ermine. They advanced 
to the meadow where liogero was contending so 
valiantly against the hobgoblins, who all retired at 
their approach. They drew near, they extended their 
hands to the young warrior, whose cheeks glowed with 
the flush of exercise and modesty. Grateful for their 
asdibtance, he expressed his thanks, and, having no 
heart .to reftise them, followed thiar guidance to the 
gate of the city. 

This grand and beautiful entrance was adorned by 
a portico of four vast columns, all of diauKJiid. 
Wlielhear they were real diamond or artificial, I can- 
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not say. What matter is it, so long as they appeared 
to the eye like diamond, and nothing could be more 
gay and splendid. 

On the threshold, and between ike columns^ was 
seen a bevy <^ channing young women, who played 
and frolicked together. They all ran to receive 
Rogero, and conducted him into the palace, which 
appeared Uke a paradise. 

We might well call by that name this abode, whm 
the hours flew by, without account, in ever-new de- 
lights. The bare idea of satiety, want, and, above 
all, of age, never entered the minds of the inhab- 
itants. They experienced no sensations except those 
of luxuiy and gayety ; the cup of happiness seemed 
for them ever-flowing and exhanstless. The twe 
yoong damsels to whom Rogero owed his deUverance 
from the hobgoblins, conducted him to the apartment 
of their mistress. The beautiful Alcina advanced, and 
greeted him with an air at once dignified and conv* 
teons. All her court snrronnded the paladin, and 
rendered him the most ilattering attentions. The cas- 
tle was less admirable for its magnificence than for the 
charms of those who inhabited it. They were of 
either sex, well matched in beauty^ yonth, and grace; 
but among this channing group the brilliant Aldna 
shone, as the sun outshines the stars. The young 
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warrior was i'asciiiated* All that lio had heard ivom 
tiie ng^rtb^tree appeued to Idm but a vile eahunny^ 
How could he. suspect that fidsehood and tseaam 
veiled themaelvea uiukr aud the ingenuous air 

of truth ? He doubted not that Astolpho liad de- 
amred his fiite, and perhaps a punishment more 
severe; he y^arded all his stories as dictated hy a 
disappointed spirit, and a thirst fur revenge* But we 
must not condemn Rogero too liarshlj, for ho was the 

^ 'TKtiiii of luagie power* 

Thej seated theioselTes at table, and inmediate^ 
harmonious lyres and harps waked the air with the 

I most ravishing notes. The charms of poetry were 
added, in entertaining lecitsb ; the isagDificence of the 

I feftst would have done credit to a royal board* The 
timtress forgot nothing which might charm tl^ paladin, 

I aiid attach him to the spot, meaning, when she should 

^ grow tired of Inm, to metamorphose hka aa she had 
done others* In the same manner passed each siio* 
ceeding day* Games of pleasant exercise, the chase, 
the dance, or rural sports, made the houi^s pass 
quickly; while Aey gare aest to the ve&eshmeiit of 
the bath, or sleep. 

{ Thus Rogero led a life of ease and luiouy, while 
Charlemagne and Agramant were struggling for em- 
pire* But f eaatiot finger with him, while the amiaUe 

« 
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and courageous Bradamaute is night and day directing 
her uncertain steps to eveiy spot where the rii^tesft 
chance inrites her^ in the hope of recoyering Hagaro. 

I will therefore say, that, having sought him ia 
vain in fields aud in cities, she knew not whither 
next to direct her steps. She did not apporehend the 
death of Itogero. The &11 of such a hero would have 
r&-echoed &om the Uydaspes to the farthest river o£ 
the West ; but, not knowing whether he was on the 
earth or in the air, she concluded, as a last resource, 
to return to the cavem which contained the tomb of " 
Merhn, to ask of him some sure direction to the 
object of her search. 

While this thought occupied her mind, Melissa, the 
sage ^chantress, suddenly appeared before her. This 
virtuous and benehcent magician had discovered by 
her spells that Rogero was passing his time iji 
pleasure and idleness, forgetful of his honor and Us 
sovereign. Not able to endure the thought that one 
who wais bom to be a hero should waste his years 
in base repose, and leave a sulhed reputation iii tlio 
memory of survivors, she saw that vigorous measures 
must be employed to draw him forth into the padis 
of virtue. Mehssa was not blinded by her afiection 
for the amiable paladin, like Atlantes, who, intent 
only on preserving Bogero's life, cared ^nothing 
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his fame. It was that old enchanter whose arts had 
guided the Hippogriti' to the isle of the too charming 
Alciiu^ yrbste he hoped Us. &Torite would leam to 
focgot honor, aad lose the kr^e of gloiy* 

At the sight of Melissa, joy lighted up the coon** 
tenance of Bradamaiite, and hope animated her breast. 
Mdiasa concealed nothii^ from her, hat told her how 
Sogero was in the toib of Aldiuu Bradimante was 
plunged in grief and terror; but the kind encliantress 
calmed her, dispelled her fears, and promised that be- ^ 
foore vmnj days she woold lead back the paladm to 
her £set. 

"My daughter," she said, "give me the ring which 
you wear, and which possesses the power to overcome 
ennhar^ents. By means of h, I doubt not but that 
I mnj enter the striHi^iald wh^ the fake Alcina 
holds Hogero in durance, and may succeed in vanr 
quisliing her, and liberating him." Bi'adamaute un- 
hflMtatingly deiiTered her the ring, reconunendiiig 
iiogeco to her best e&rts. Melissa then summoned 
by her art a huge paltrey, black as jet, excepting one 
foot, which was bay. Mounted upon this miimal, she 
fod% with sndli speed tliat by the next morning she 
luui reached the abode of Alcina* 

She here transformed herseli' into the perfect re- 
semblance of the old magician Atlantes, adding a 
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palm-breadth to her height, and enlarging her whole 
figure. Her cliiii she covered with a long beard, and 
seamed her whole yisage well with wrinkles. She 
assumed also his voice and manner, and watched her 
chance to find Rogero alone. At last she found him, 
dressed in a rich tunic of silk and gold, a collar of 
precious stones about his neck, and his arms, once so 
rough with exercise, decorated with bracelets. His 
air and his every motion indicated effeminacy, and he 
seemed to retain nothing of Rogero but the name; 
such power had the enchantress obtained over him. 

Melissa, under the form of his old instmctor, pre- 
sented herself before him, wearing a stern and serious 
visage. "Is this, then," she said, "the fruit of all 
my labors? Is it for this that I fed you on msP' 
row of bears and hons, that I taught you to subdae 
dragons, and, hke Hercules, strangle serpents in your 
youthful grasp, only to make you, by all my cares, a 
feeble Adonis? My nightly watchings of the stars, 
of the yet warm fibres of animals, the lots I hate 
cast, the points of nativity that I have calculated, 
have they all falsely indicated that you were born for 
greatness? Who conld have believed that yon wonU 
become the slave of a base enchantress? O Rogero, 
learn to know this Alcina, learn to understand her 
arts and to countervail them. Take this ring, place 
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it on your finger, return to her pre$ence, and see for 
yourself what are her real charms." 

At these words, Rogero, confused, abashed, cast his 
eyes upon the ground, and knew not what to answer. 
Alelissa seized the moment, slipped the ring on his 
finger, and the paladin was himself again. What a 
tbmder-clap to him I Overcpme by shame, he dared 
not to encounter the looks of his instructor. When 
at last lie raised his eyes, he beheld not that venerable 
form, but the priestess Melissa, who in virtue of the 
ring now appeared in her true person. She told him 
of the motives which had led her to come to his 
rescue, of the griefs and regrets of Bradamante, and 
of her unwearied search for him. ** That charming 
Amazon," she said, sends you this ring, which is a 
sovereign ig^itidote to all enchantments. She would 
have sent you her heart in my hands, if it would 
have had greater power to serve you.** 

It was needless for Melissa to say more. Rogero's 
love for Alcina, being but the work of enchantment, 
vanished as soon as the enchantment was withdrawn, 
aad be now hated her with an equal intensity, seeing 
no longer anything in her but her Tices, and fedUng 
only resentment for the shame that she had put upon 
him. 

His surprise when he aj^n beheld Alcina was no 
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le6s than his indignation. Fortified by his ring Irom 
W enchantmeRls, he saw her m she was, a flMunt^ 
of ugiine«8. All her channa were artifteud, and, tnJy 

viewed, were rather deformitiea* She waa, in fiicti 
older tiian llccuba or the Sibyl of Cumaa; but an art, 
wUch it k te be regretted our times Iwve htt, enaUed 
her to appear diarming, and to dodie henelf in all 
the attractions of youth* Rogero now saw all this, 
but, governed by the counsels of Melissa, he concealed 
his surprise, assumed wider some pretext Us amor, 
long nei^ted, and boond to his side Belisarda, Us 
trusty sword, taking also the buckler of AUantes, 
covered with its veil. 

He then selected a horse ftom tiie stables of Atdna, 
without exciting her so^icions; bat he letlt the Hippo* 
griti', by the advice of Melissa, who promised to talvc 
him in charge, and train him to a more manageable 
state. The hoTBe he took was Bafaican, which be* 
loiiged to Astolpho. He restored the ring to Melissa. 

Rogero had not ridden far when he met one of 
the hnntsmen of Akina, bearing a ftloon on his wrist, 
and IbUowed by a dog. The huntsman was moonled 
on a powerful horse, and came boldly up to the pala- 
din, demanding, in a somewhat imperious mamier, 
whith^ he was going so mpidlj. Rogero ifisdained 
to stop or to reply; whereupcai the hnntsoura, not 
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doubting that lie was about making liis escape, said, 
« What if I^ with my ftlcon, stop your ride ? " So 
Mymg, he threw off the bird, which even Babican 
could not equal in speed. The huntsman then leapt 
from liis liorse, and the animal, open-mouthed, darted 
after Eogero with the swiftness of an arrow. The 
huntsman also ran as if the wind or fire bore him, 
and the dog was equal to lUbican in swiftness. 
Rogero, finding flight impossible, stopped and faced 
Us pursners; but his sword was useless against snch 
foes. The insolent huntsman assailed him with words, 
and struck him with his whip, the only weapon he had ; 
the dog bit his feet, and the horse drove at him with 
his hoofi. At the same time, the fidcon flew over his 
head and over Rabican's, and attacked them with claws 
and wings, so that the horse in his fright began to be 
umnanageable. At that moment the sound of trumpets 
and cymbab was heard in the valley, and it was 
evident that Alciua had ordered out all her array to 
go in pursuit. Rogexo felt that there was no time to 
be lost, and luckily remembered the shield of Atlantes, 
wiueh he bore suspraded from his neck. He unveiled 
it, and the charm worked wonderj^Uy. The hunts- 
man, the dog, the horse, fell flat; the trembling win^ 
the fidcon could no I<mger sustam her, and she fdl 
nmselflSB to the ground. Bogero, lid of their annoy* 

ances, left them in their trance, and rode away. 

t 
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Meanwhile Aleina, willi all the force she could mus- 
ter, sallied forth firom her palace in puisuit. Meli89a» 
left beliiud, took advantage of the opportunity to raor 
sack all the rooms, protected by the ring. She undid 
one by one all the talismans and spells 'which she 
found, broke the seals, burned the images, and untied 
the hag-knots. Thence, hurrying through the fields, she 
disenchanted the victims changed into trees, fountains, 
stones, or bnites; all of whom recovered their liberty, 
and Yowed eternal gratitude to their deliyerer. They 
made their escape, with all possible despatch, to the 
realms of the good Logestilla, whence they departed 
to their several homes. 

Astolpho was the first whom Melissa Uberated, for 
Eogero had particularly recommended him to her care. 
She aided him to recover his arms, and particularly 
that precious goldenrheaded lance which once was 
Argalia^s. The enchantress mounted with him upon 
the winged horse, and in a short time arrived through 
the air at the castle of Logestilla, where Rogero joined 
them soon after. 

In this abode the friends passed a short period of 
delightful and improving intercourse with the sage 
Logestilla and her virtuous court; and then each 
departed^ Rogero with the Hippogriff, ring, and buck- 
ler; Astolpho with his golden lance, and mounted 
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on Kabican, the fleetest of steeds. To Rogero Loge- 
slilla gave a lit and bridle suited to govern the Hip^ 
pogrifF ; and to Astolpho a h<»ni of marveUons powers, 
to be sounded only when all other weapons were 
unavailing. 



6» 
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WE left tne charming Angelica at the moment 
when, in her flight from her contending 
lovers, Sacripant and Rinaldo, she met an aged her- 
mit. We have seen that her request to the hermit 
was to ftirnish her the means of gaining the sea-coast, 
eager to avoid Rinaldo, whom she hated, by leaving 
France and Europe itself. The pretended hermit, who 
was no other than a vile magician, knowing well that 
it would not be agreeable to his false gods to aid 
Angelica in this undertaking, feigned to comply with 
her desire. He supplied her a horse, into which he 
had by his arts caused a subtle devil to enter, and, 
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having maanted Angelica on the amnud, directed her 
I what coarse to take to reach the sea. 

Angelica rode on her way without suspicion, but 
when arrived at the shore, the demon urged the ani- 
mal headlong into the water. Angelica in Tain at* 
tempted to torn hun back to the land; he continued 

I 

his course till, as night approached, he landed with 
his burden on a sandy headland. 

Angelica, finding hemdf alone, abandoned in this 
frightM solitude, remained without moyement, as if 
stupefied, with hands joined and eyes turned towards 
heaven, till at last, pouring forth a torrent of tears, 
she exdaimed: Cruel fortune, have you not yet ex- 
hausted your rage against me I To what new miseries 
do you doom me? Alas I then, finish your work I 
Ddiver me a prey to some ferocious beast, or by 
whatever &te yon choose bring me to an end* I will 
I he thankful to you for terminating my life and my 
Qiisery/* At last, exhausted by her sorrows, she fell 
asleep, and sunk proatrate on the sand. 

Before recevmtmg what next befeU, we must declare 
what place it was upon which the unhappy lady was 
now thrown. In tlie sea that washes the coast of 
Ireland there is an island called Ebuda, whose inhaV 
itants^ once numerous, had been wasted by the anger 
of Proteus till there were now but few left. This 
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deity was incensed by some neglect of the moti 
hcmoEs whidi he . had in old times received ftom iim 
iuhahitanta of the land, and, to execute his 
had sent a horrid sea-monster, called an Ore, to devour 
tbem* Such were the terrors of his ravages, that the 
whole people of the isle had shut themsdves up in the 
principal town» and relied on their walls alone to pro- 
tect them. In tliis distress they applied to the Oracle 
for advice, and were directed to appease the wrath oi 
the sea'-mooister by ofifering to him the fidrest viigin 
that the country could produce. 

Now it so happened that the very day when this 
dreadfid oracle ms announced, and when the fatal 
mandate had gone forth to seek among the fiuieBt 
maidens of the land one to be offered to the monster, 
some sailors, landing on the beach where Angelica was, 
beheld that beauty as she lay asleq»« 

O blind Chancel whose power in human affiurs m 
but too great, canst thou then abandon to the teeth of 
a horrible monster those charms which difi'erent sover- 
eigns took arms against one another to possess? Alail 
the lovely Ang^Uca is destined to be the victiiB of 
those cruel islanders* 

Still asleep, she was bound by the Ebudians, and it 
was not until she was carried on board the vessel that 
she came to a knowledge of her situation. The wind 
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filled the sails and wafted tlie ship swiftly to the port, 
where all that behdd her agreed that she wai im* 
^pMBdomUy the yiotim selected by Proteus hunsdf 
to be his prey. Who caa tell the screams, the mortal 
anguish of this unhappy maiden, the reproaches she 
addiessed erai Id tiie he«vws themielvet, when Ae 
dretdfid infiNmiation of her croel fiite was made known 
to her? I cannot; let me rather torn to a happier 
part of my story. 

Rogero left Ae palace of LogeatOle, camacing on Ui 
ftjring courser &r abote the tops of the monntaiiia, 
and borne westward by the Hippogriff, which he 
guided with ease, by means of the bridle tliat Melissa 
bid givm him* Anxkms as he was to recover Bradap 
maate, he could not fiul to be delimited at the view 
his rapid flight presented of so many vast regions and 
populous countries as he passed over in his career. 
At last he approached the ifaom of Bn^and, and«per- 
eeived an immeose army m all the qplendor of mil>> 
taiy pomp, as if about to go forth flushed witli hopes 
rf victory. He caused the HippogrifF to alight not 
ftr fWn the scene, and fennd himself immediately sni^ 
rounded by admiring spectators, kni^ts and soldim, 
who could not enough indulge their curiosity and 
wmider. Rogefo learned, in reply to Ua qoestioiii, 
that the fine amy of troops before him was the army 
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.destmecl to go tx) the aid of the French £mperoC| in 
compliance with the request presented by the illustrious 
£uialdo, aft arnhMwador of King Charles, his nude. 

By this time the curiosity of the jSn^^h cbevaliol 
was partly gr^itified in beholding the Hippogriff at 
resti and Rogero, to renew thdr surprise and delight, 
•ranounted the Mumal, md^ dipping spu» to his sUhii 
aoade him launch into the air with the rapidity of a 
^eteor, and directed his flight still we§twardlyi till he 
came within sight of the coasts of Isalaiid. Here lis 
dfiseried what seemed to be a fidr damsel^ aloiiev fuk 
chained to a xock which projected into the sea* WJmI 
was his a^onishment when, drawing nigh, he beheld 
ibe beautiftd princess Angefica* That day she bil 
been led ferth and boimd to. die roek, there to 
till iki^ §ea-monate]: ahould come to devour her, J&og^ 
IX) exclaimed as he came near, " What cruel hands, 
what barbarous scviil, what &tal chance am baye loaded 
thee with those chams ? Angelica lei^ied by a toff- 
n^t of t^us, at first her only response; then, in * 
trembling voice, she. disclosed to him the horrible des- 
tiny tot wUch ahe was there ei^osed. Whfle dia 
spok^ a temUe roaring was beard ikr off on the Bes« 
The huge monster soon came in sight, part of his 
body appearing above the waves, and part concealei 
Angelica, half dead i^^th fear, abandoned herself ta 
despair. 
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ScgeiYS lanoe in rat, spurred his Hippogriff toward 
' the Ore, and gave him a thrust. The horrible mon- 
ster was like nothing that nature produces. It wm 
hat one mtm of tossing mi ^wisto^ bodj, widi 
nothing of the Mimal but head, eyes, and month, lihe 
last furnished with tusks like those of the wild boar. 
Rogero^s hatm bad. stmok Um Ustwoon tiie eyes ; htit 
look send iron sn not moro impsBOtntble than won 
his scales. The knight, seeing the fruitlessness of tho 
first blow, prepared to give a second. The animal, 
MiokHng upon liio wsAer the dndovr of the greii 
! vmgs of Hob Hippogriff, abandoned has prejr, «nd 
turned to seiae what seemed nearer. Rogero took the 
opportunity, and dealt him Airious blows on various 
psrls of Us bodjTf taking cara to keep deaf of his 
morderons teeth ; but the soaks xedsted everj attack. 
The Ore beat the water with his tail till he raised a 
ftm which enveioped Rogero and Us steed, so Aat 
As knight bafdly knew whether be was in dte water 
or the air. He began to fear that the wings o£ the 
Hippogriff would be so drenched with water that they 
would eoaae to snstnn him. At ihsct moment Rogera 
bethon^t him of the magic dneld which hung at Us 
fiaddle-bow; but the fear that Angelica would also be 
blinded by its glare, discouraged him from em2)loying 
it llieB be lemembered the ring wbich M^ssa bad 
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^yeo him, the power of which he had so latefy 

proved. He hastened to Angelica, and placed it on 
her finger. Then, uncovering the baclder, he turned 
its br^it disk full in the &ce of the detestaUe Odra 
The effect was instantaneous^ The monaterii deprived 
of sense and motion, rolled over on the sea, and lay 
floating on his back. Rogero would fiun have tmd 
the effect of his lance on llie now expoied parte, hut 
AngeUca implored him to lose no time in ddivexiiig 
her j&om her chains, before the monster should revive. 
Bogm, moved wiih her entreaties, hastened to do so, 
and, having unbound her, made her mount behind im 
on the Hippogriff. The animal, spuming the earth, 
shot up into the air, and rapidly sped his wajr through 
it* Rogero, to give time to the princess to rest afbr 
her cruel agitations, soon sought the earth agun, 
alighting on the shore of Brittany. Near the shore a ' 
tliick wood presented itself, wliich resounded with the 
aongs of Urds. In the midst, a focmtain of traiupaieiift 
water bathed the turf of a little meadow. A geaA 
hiU rose near by. Rogero, making the Hippogdf 
alight in the meadow, dismounted, and took Angelica 
from the horse. 

When the iBrst tumults of onotion had suUded, 
AngeUca, casting her eyes downward, beheld the 
precious ring upon her finger, whose virtues she was 
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well acquainted with, for it was the very ling which 
ihe Sanmn Branello had robM hut ot She dmr 
it fiom her finger and pheed h in her movlht and, 
qmcker than we can tell it, disappeared &om the sight 
of die paladin. 

Rogero looked aroond him on all iidaa» lifca one 
frantioi but soon mneoabmd tha xing which he had 
so lately placed on her finger. Struck with the in- 
gretitade which could thus recompense his services, 
he eoDchumed: ^Thaaklen heanty^ ia ifais Aea the m» 
mrd^you make me? Do you pre&r to rob me of my 
ring rather than receive it as a gift? Willingly would 
I have given it to you, had yon but atfced ft.** Tkm 
he etid, searching on all sidfls» with anns eodbsnded, like 
a blind umi, hoping to xecover by the touch what 
was lost to sight ; but he sought in vain. The cruel 
bcaatjr was already ftar away. 

Thoi^h senrible of her oUigalionB to her deUYmr, 
her first necessi^ was ibr clothing, food, and repose. 
She soon reached a shepherd's hut, where, entering 
Tmswini she fbnad what aoffioed for her prosent refisf. 
An old herdsman inhahitfld the hnt, whose ehaige 
consisted of a drove of mares. When recruited by 
repose, Angelica sdeeted one of the mares from the 
fiock^ and, moonting the animaU felt the desire revive 
in hex mind of returning to her home in the Dastf 
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and fur tliat purpoi»e would gladly have accepted the | 

fcotaetkm of Oriindo or Sftcrlpaoi aeras fto$e 
wUm ngum which diirkled h«r ftwn her own oourti;. 
la hopes of meeting with one or the other q£ them, 
t>he pursued her way. 

MeeawUle, Bogem, deipeiriiig «f eeeing Angles 
igiiiij retefDed to the tree where he had left lui 

winged Iiorsei but liad the mortitication to find that | 
the aninml had broken his bridle and escaped. Ths i 
Im, added to Im previoiis disappohitnieBt, overwhdmdl 
hhn with yezation. Sadly he gathered op his arms, 
threw his buckler over his shoulders, and, taking the 
first path that offered, soon found himself within the 
Terge of a dense and widMpiead forest* { 
He had proceeded for some distance when he hesrd > 
a noise on his right, and, listening attentively, dis- \ 
tinguished the eladi of mui. He made his wqr 
toward the place whence die sound proceeded, and 
found two warriors engaged in mortal combat. One 
of them was a knight of a noble and manly bearing, 
ihe other a fierce giant The knight appeared to 
eocert consnmrnale address in defending himself against 
the massive clnb of the giant, evading his strokes, or 
parrying them with sword or shield* Rogero stood 
Spectator of Ihe combat, for he did not aHow hlmsdf 
pxacunWere in it, though a secret sentiment inclkied 
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Um ateougij ta take [Murt with tk« knigbu At leugtli 
hfi saw with grief the massive club &U directly on the 
Ileal of the knight, who jielded te the blow, aad M 
praetme. The guuxk spreng forwaid to deqpoAdi hia, 
and for that purpose unlaced his hehneti when Ai^gero^ 
with dismay, recognized the fcce of Bradamaute. He 
coed dond, '«Hoid, suMrayitl" mad ^mg formid 
iriA dxsim sword. T^hennpoii iho gianti as if Iio 
caied not to enter upon another combat* lifted Bradar 
aumte hb dioulders, and ran with her into the 

Ito^o plttii^ged after him, but the long legs of die 
giant carried him forward so &st that the paladia could 

I faaidly keep him in oght. At kngth they isaiied from 
tiie wood, and Bogtro pecceived befim him a rich 
palace, built of marble, and adorned with sculptures 
executed by a master hand. Into this edifice, through 
a goMon door, Ao giant passed, and Rogero followed; 
boti on looking xonnd, saw nowhere either the |pant 
or Bradamante« He ran from room to room, caUiag 
aloud on his cowardly foe to turn and meet him; but 
got no responae, nor canght another i^impae of the 
gjumt or his prey* In his vain pumuit he met, withr 
out knowing them, Ferrau, FlorLsmart, King Gradasso, 
Oriando, and many othem, aU of whom had been enp 

I ^njpped like himself into this enchanted castle. It was 



I 
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a uew stratagem of the magician Atlautes to dimw 
Rogcro iiito his power, vand to secure also those who 
might by any <diaaM iwliinpii Ui uBntf* Wkat Bo> 
guco had taken Sor BrtdaBMnite was a more phanton. 
That charming lady waa hx away, full of anxiety for 
bar Roi^c ro, whoae coming the bad long eaqpeded. 

Tlie £mp6for had coauaitled to ha diarga the alj 
and garrison of Maraaillaa, and aha held the post 
against the infidels with valor and discretion. One 
, dajr Meliaia aoddenly pvatented limelf bofim bar. 
Anticipatiiig hat qaeatbnsi die mid^ ^^fear not fiv 
Rogero ; he lives, and is as ever true to you ; hut he 
has lost his liberty. The fell enchanter has again aofi- 
ceeded in making him a priioner* IF joa would de- 
liver him, mount your horse and fidlow me." She told 
bar in %Yhat manner Atlantes had deceived £ogero, in 
dflliiding his ejea iridi the phantom of hcmelf in peril- 
Stiofa," she eontinQed, will be bia aria in you own 
case, if you penetrate the forest and approach that 
castle.^ You will think yoii behold Rogero, when, in 
fiKst, yon aee only the encbantar himielf. Be net de- 
ceived, plunge your aword'into his body, and trust me 
when I tell you tliat, in slaying him, you will restore 
not only Rogero, bat with him many of the bmvMt 
knights of France, whom the wiaaid's arts bave wiA- 
drawn from the camp of their sovereign." 
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Bradamiuita promptly armed herael^ and mounted 
lier horse. Melissa led her by forced journeys, by 
fiddr and forest, beguiling the way "mth conTersation 
cm the theme whidbt interested her heerer most» When 
at last they reached the foresti she repeated once more 
her instractions, and then took her leare, for fear the 
emJiBiiter mig^t espy her, and be pot on his gviard. 

BraJamante rode on about two miles when suddenly 
she beheld Bogero, as it appeared to her, hard pressed 
by two fierce giants. While she hesitated, she beard 
his -voice calling on her for help* At onee the can- 
tioQs of Melissa lost their weight* A sudden doubt of 
the faith and truth of her kind mouitress flashed across 
bar mind. ^ Shall I not beHeiie my own eyes and 
sais?" she aaid, and mshed forward to his defoncet 
Kogero fled, pursued by the giants, and Bradamante 
followed, passing widi them through the castle gate. 
When there, Bradamante was nndeceiyed, for ndlther 
giant mur knight was to be seen. She found herself a 
prisoner, but had not tlie consolation of knowing that 
she ahared the imfaiMmmeiit of her beloved* She saw 
niiiNia forms of mm and women, but conld reoc^imee 
none of them ; and their lot was tixQ same with respect 
ta her. Eaoh newed the othen under some illusion 
die fimcy, wearing the semblance of gjants, dwail^ 
or even four-footed animals, so that there was no conk- 
panionship or communication between them. 
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WHEN Astolpho escaped irom the cruel Alciua, 
after a short abode in the realm of the virtu- 
ous liOgestilla, lie desired to return to his native 
country. Logestilla lent him the best vessel of her 
fleet to convey him to the mainland. She gave him 
at parting a wonderful book, which taught tlie secret 
of overcoming all manner of dachantments, and begged 
him to carry it always with him, out of regard fof 
her. She also gave him another gift, which surpassed 
everything of the kind that mortal workmanship can 
&ame ; yet it was nothing in appearance bat a simpk 
horn. 

Astolpho, protected by these gifts, thanked the good 
fairy, took leave of her, and set out on his return to 
France. His voyage was prosperous, and on reaching 
the desired port he took leave of the fiuthiul mariners, 
and continued his journey by land. As he proceeded 
over mountains and through valleys, he often met 
with bands of robbers, wild beasts, and venomous 8e^ 
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pents^ but he bad ovlj to sound bis horn to put them 
all to flight. 

Having landed in France, and traversed many 
proTinces on his way to the army, he one day, in 
crosdng a forest, arrived beside a fountain, and alight- 
ed to drink. While he stooped at the fountain, a 
young rustic sprang from the copse, mounted Rabican, 
and rode away. It was a new trick of the enchanter 
Atlantes. Astolpho, hearing the noise, turned his 
head just in time to see his loss; and, starting up, 
pursued the thief, who, on his part, did not press the 
horse to his full speed, but just kept in sight of Ids 
pursuer till they both issued from the forest; and 
then Rabican and his rider took shelter in a castle 
which stood near. Astolpho followed, and penetrated 
without difficulty within the court-yard of the castle, 
where he looked around for the rider and his horse, 
but could see no trace of either, nor any person of 
whom he could make inqniiy. Suspecting that en- 
diantment was employed to embarrass him, he be- 
thought him of his book, and on consulting it dis- 
covered that his suspicions were well founded. He 
also learned what course to pursue. He was directed 
to raise the stone which served as a threshold, under 
which a spirit lay pent, who would willingly escape, 

* 

and leave the castle free of access. Astolpho applied 
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liiB Strength to lii't iaide the atone. TharoapMi tk | 

magiciaa put his arts m force. The castle was &11 ^ 
of prisoners, and the nmgfeian caused that to all of 
tlieni Astolpho ahonhl appear in some fidae guise, ^ I 
to Bome a wild beasti to others a giant, to otlim , 
a bird of prey. Thus all assailed him, and would 
quickly have made an end hinii if be had not 
bethought faun of bk bom. Ko sooner l»d he hlewD | 
a blast than, at the horrid lanun, iled the cavahers | 
and tlic necromancer with them, like a Hock of | 
pigeons at the Bound of the ftwiei^s gua» Astolpho 
tiiien renewed his efforts on the stonei and tuned it | 
over. The under iace was all inscribed with magicsl | 
characters, which the knight defaced, as directed by 

his book; and no sooner bad be done so, than tke | 
castle, with its walls and turrets, vanisbed into smoke. | 

The knights and ladies set at Uberty were, besides ^ 
Rogero and Bradamante, Orlando, GhnMlasso, Florb- 
mart, and many more* At the sound of die hom | 
they fled, <me and all, men and steeds, except lUbi- | 
can, which Astolpho sectired, in spite of his terror. 
As soon as ihB sound had ceased, Rogsco recogniaed 
Bxadamante, whom be had daily met dunng tfaeir | 
imprisonment, but had been prevented ixom know- | 
ing by the enclianter's arts. Ko words can tell the 

dsli^t with wU^ they recogniand eadi other, ssd 
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locooatod mutually all that had happened to emh 
BULce they were ported* Bogero took advantage of the 
ppportunity to press his suit, and foittid Bradamanjbs 
as prc^tUus aa lie could wish»* veie it not fi»r a 
<)bitaclei the difiereuce of their faiths, If he would 
obtain her in marriage,'' she said, ^^he must in due 
hm demand her d her ftttier, Dube Aymon, and mnit 
abandon hia false prophet, and become a Chri«tian." 
The latter st^ was one which Hogero had for some 
time intended taking, for reasons of his own. He 
thcMfore gladly accepted the temoAi and proposed that 
thej flhoold at onee repair to the abbey of VallonH 
brosa^ whose towers were visible at no great distance. 
Thither they turned their horses' heads, and we will 
leave ibm -to Bui thdr way without our company. 

I know no* if my readexa recoUeot that» at the 
laament when Bogero had just delivered AngeUca 
from the voracious Ore, that scorniul beauty placed 
her ring in her mootby and vaniafaed ool of s^t. At 
the same time ihe Hippogriff shook off bis bridle, 
soared away, and flew to rejoin his former master, 
very naturally returning to his accustomed stable. 
Hcve Astolpho inmd him^ to his very great delimit. 

him, and he longed to fly abroad over aU the earth, 
•ad see various nations and peoples &om his airy 

7 9 
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course. He had heacd LogestiUa's 'dinectiona ^viJo 
guide the animal, and saw her fit a bridle. /to hi& head. 

was abb, oat of aII'tlia:*bridle8.}ieliBil 
in the stable, to select one siriftaUe^ andv plaeng iKifar- 
oan's saddle on the Uippegriff's back^.nathipg Mbod 
to prevent his immediate departure. Yet before he 
-vmntf he beAought Um of pfaKsing SdbtoBn in* hlHb 
whei^ he wmM be safe, and whenflss lie foi^ racmsr 
him in time^ of need* While he stood dfiliberaUog 
where he should find a messenger, he saw Brads- 
mante approach. Thai' Mr wwiw. liad Jbeen- poitdi 
from Bogerd on tiiefar vajr to ' the abbey of Yalbn- 
brosa, hj an inc^portune adventure which had called 
the knight away. She was now returning to MsMft* 
alban, having arranged "wkfa Rogcro lo join her-.lliaie- 
To Bradaiaante, therefore, bis Mr coosniy .Astcdpho 
committed Kabican, and also the lance of gold, which 
Would only be ha eoeumbrance in his aerial exctulilaii. 
Bradamante-' took olusge of botii| aaid AHolpho^ kid- 
ding her farewell, soared in air« 



• * 

» A • 

Among tiiofle delivefed by Asi^bd from tbs mfl^ 

dan's castle was Orlando. Following the guide -4]^ 
chance, the pak^ found himself at the close of 
in a Ibrest, and 'stepped at 4ke Ibol » mon^ttin* 
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Soipmed ita diaoem a light wUoh came from » deft 
a the rock, he approadu^d,' guided bjr . the my^ aud 
4immmA' nuamr passage in the iw>mij»iR^8id€i, 
^dndh iad into a dew mtto. 

' Ofkodo &Bteiiad hk hcuM^ and them potting aaide 

the bushes that resisted his paasag6| stepped .down from 
yode to. rods till ha xaaohed assort cf cavern, Eatctip* 
tag* it; faft' pereeivad: a iadyt jnang and handaoaia^ as 
jff^ as he oould discoYer through the signa of disteep^ 
which agitated her countenance. Her only companion 
mtt' an old *wmuaoLt who Memed to he regarded hf 
heriTOung parttrar vitb tacrar and. ii»digpation« The 
4;ourteoits paladin saluted the wjomen respectfullji aopl 
begged to know hj whose barbarity tbej had be^n 
arigected to aach ia^firiM>Qiaaat« ^ 
. The yooogor lady xephed, ia a< voice ^aften broken 
ifith sobs:— • 

^Though I kMw well that my recite} will subject 
UM to wane tMatment hy tbet barbarona nian who 

keeps me here» to whom thia. woman will wt &il 
to report it, yet I will not hide from you the facts. 
Ahl why should I fear his rage? If he should take 
my life^' I know not wha;t better boon than death I 
can jadu 

" My name is Isabella. I am the daughter of the 
.iking cf. Ga!Kcia» or ffither I ahould say ndsfortuno 
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and grief are my pamtiu Young, nck^ modest, and 
of tranquil temper, all things appealed to combine to 
midtr my lot happy. Alasl I m ajMlf tonlij 
poor, hombled, miiivable, and doitiQed periMps to jBt 
tiuther afflictions. It is a year sinco, my £uher having 
given notice that he would open the lists for a tour- 
nameiit at Bayoiim, a gieat mnilMr of otevaUen itm 
aB qnarteiB came together at our coorU Among these, 
Zerbino, son of the king of Scotland, victorious in all 
combats, eclipsed by Us beauty and his vaior dl As 
rest Before' departing fteas Ae cent of Oahcaa he 
testified the wish to espouse me, and I consented that 
her sliould demand my hand of tlie king, my &ther. 
Dttt I was a Mshemetan, and SerUno a CiaMan^ 
and my &lher rcAised hk oonseiit. The prmoe^ lalled 
home by Ins £ither to take command of the ibices 
destined to the assistaaoe of the French Emperor, pre*<' 
vttikd OA me to be imarried to hias seeredy^ and to 
foUow him to Scotland. He caused a gaUey to be 
prepared to receive me, and placed in c^uuuiund of it 
the chevalier Odeorie, a Biscqran, ttioam fbr Us- ex- 
ploits both by land and asa* On the di^ appoialedy 
Oderic brought his vesssl to a sea-side resort of mj 
fitther's, whete I embarked. Some my domestios 
aeeompsnied me, and thus I departed, from my nathre 
knd. 
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. Sailing with a Mr wind, after «ome hours we were, 
assailed by a violent tempest. It was to no purpose that 
we took in bU m3; we were driyen before the wind 
diiecffy upon the rodsj shore. Semg no othcor hqm 
qf sa&tj, Oderic placed me in a boat, followed himseif 
with a few g£ his men, and made for land. We 
mdied it through infinite peril, and I no soon^ ftlt 
the irm hmd beneadi my feet, than I knelt down and 
poured out heart-felt thanks to th^ Providence that had 
poceserved me. 

*^The shore wlMfe we landed appeared to be nmn^ 
Indnted. We saw no dwellmg to shelter ns, no joad 
to lead ns to a more hospitable spot. A high moun- 
tain rose before us, whose base stretched into the sea. 
Ifc was liere the infamoua Oderic, in qnte of my tears 
and entreaties, soM me to a band oS pirates, who fanr 
cied I mi^t be an acceptable present to tlieir priuce, 
the Snitan of Morocco. This cavero is their den, and 
hare diey keq> me mider tlie gcwd of this woman, nor 
til it shall suit their canvenience to carry me away." 

Isabella had hardly finished her recital, when a troop 
of atmed men began to enter A% oaTem. * Seeing the 
prince Orlando, one said to the. rest, What bird is 
this we have caught, without even setting a. snare for 
biin?" ,Then addressing Orlando, " It was truly civil 
in yon, friend, to come hither with that handsome 
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coat gf armor and ih^, very ibix^ I 

•*You shall pay for them, then," said Orlando; ftad, 
seizing a iMlf^unit brand from- tbe-fifo^ he hitttedk 
at hiJDQit striking hia headf and fitrotobing. him Wim 
qn the floor. . . i ; 

Thfiipa was a massy table hi the oiMle of ihe 
ea,Yern, used for the pimtes^' rapists* Orlwdo Jiftali^ 
.and hurled ik %i the robbers .as they stood j^lustetpd ja 
a group towai'd the entrance. Half tlie gang 
laid prostrate, witk biiokea fafads and Upib^; the.ii# 
got away aa nimbly as Aey could. 

Leaving., the den and its ipmates to th^ fyJ^-fk: 
land0| taking Isabel^ under his protection^ piK^ued 
Ina way, for apm/e days, without me^ng with-aoj 
adTenture. ' 
. One day they «aw a. band qf .meo .a^viu^^cii^igi 

UfJBmed to be guaxdiiig a prisoner, bound liuud and 
foot, as if being paixied to. ex^ution*.. Him priscuDisr 
was a * youthful «ava]j)^, qf 41 iiobI§ and, . jog^odni 
apj^earance. The band . bore the eiisigns of .jQ^hq^ ^ 
selm, head of the treacherous house of }{|iganza. 0^ 
Ja^do desufd Isabella to waiA, while he^ i^qy^ ffftw^ 
to.inquire the weaniiag. <if ibis array, Aff^vmimh ^ 
demanded of the leader who. his prisoner, twa^ and ^^C 
what crime he had bqsn guilty* Jh^ ^an replieds 
that the priaanoe vsa, a ranrderar, hy ;wbofla.#i|N| 
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HdabeV the* aoa of-Oount Anselm, had been treache^- 
ecnlj slidn. ' At these words, the prisoner exclaimed, 
•*! am no murderer, nor have I been in any way die 
tMKe of ihe yimng inaii^ daadi/' Orlando, knowii^ 
the crael and ferocious character of the chie& of the 
house of Maganza, needed no more to satisfy him 
that the ydvtth was the victim of injustice. He com- 
ttanded the leader of the troop to release victim, 
and, receiving an insolent reply, dashed him to the 
earth with a stroke of his lance; then, by a few ' 
vigorous blows, dispersed the band, leaving deadty 
naikB on those who were slowest to qnit the fidd* 

Orlando then hastened to unbind the prisoner, and 
to assist him to reclothe himself in his armor, which 
the fidse Magencian had dared to assume. He then 
kd' Ilka to Isabella, who now approached the scene 
of action. How can we picture tlie joy, the astonisb- 
iiient, with which Isabella recognized in him Zerbino, 
Inr litfsBand,''and' ihe prince discovered lier whom he 
luid believed overwhelmed in the waves I They enh* 
braced one another, and wept for joy. Orlando, sharing 
in their happiness, congratulated himself in having been 
fte instrament of it. The princess recounted to Zeiv 
Ifaie what the iilustrions paladin had done for her, 
nd file prince threw himself at Orlando's feet, and 
thanked him as having twice preserved his life. 
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While these exchanges of congratulation and thank- 
fulness were going on, a sound in the underwood 
attracted their attention, and caused the two knights 
to brace their helmets and stand on tbdr gnanL 
What the cause <^ the intermption was, we shall 
record in another chapter. 
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FRANCE was , at this tune the theatre of dreadfti] 
events. The Saracens and the Christians, in 
numerous encounters, slew one another. On one oc- 
casion Rinaldo led an attack on the infidel columns, 
bfoke and scattered them, till he fennd himself oppo- 
site to a knight whose armor (whether by accident 
or choice, it matters not) bore the blazon of Orlando. 
It was Dardinel, the young and brave prince of Zu- 
mara, and Rmaldo remarked him hy the slaughter 
he spread all around. ^^Ah," said he to himself, 
^^let us pluck up this dangerous plant before it has 

grown to its full height." 

7* 
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Afi liiiiaido advanced, the crowd cipcned before liim, 

ihe Christiaiis to let his iwotd haire fim goiicm^ Ab 
PiguoM to maspe its sweep* DsnUiifd and he stood 

&CQ to ikce. KinakU) exdaiiued, iiercely^ ^ Young 
mail, whoever gave you iliat noble buckler to bear 
msde you e dsngeioas gift; I should like to see liow 
you sre able to defend those quarteriaga, red and 
white. If yoa cannot defend them, against me, how 
pray will you do so when Orlando challenges them?'' 
Dardinel replied: ^^Thoii shalt leam that I caa defeacl 
the arms I bear, and shed new glory upon then. No 
one shall rend them from me but with hie." Sayinj 
these words, Daidinel rushed upon Rinaldo with 
sword uplifited. 

The chill of mortal terror iilled the souls of the 
Saracens when they beheld iiiuuldo advance to attack 
the prince, like a Uim against a young bull* The fint 
blow came from the hand ot I>ardind« and the 
weapon rebounded from MambruM>'s helmet without 
efiect. Riualdo smiled, and said, " I will now show 
you if my strokes are more eflbetuaL** At tikese 
words, he thrust the unfortunate Dardinel in tbs 
middle of his breast. The blow was so violent, that 
the cruel weapon pierced the body, and came out s 
palnHhreadth behind his backt Through this weoad 
the life of Dardinel issued with his bloodf and his 
body fell helpless to the ground. 
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As a flower wbick the 'passing plough has uprooted 

languishes, and droops its head, so Dardiuel, his visage 

eomed wMi the paleness of deadi, expnes, and At 
iafnB of aa iUmtrioiis laoe peinh widi him. 

Lil^e waters kept back by a dike, which, whea the 
dike is broken, spread abroad thi^ough all the country, 
so the Mootv, fio longer kepi in oolmnn hj the 
example of Dardinel, fled in all directians. Rinaldo 
dej>pised too much such easy victories to pursue them; 
fce wished for no combats but with brave men. At 
tfas same time, the oAer paladins made terrible slaugh- 
teK of ' the Moon« Gbarlcs hioMelf, Oliver, Guido, and 
Ogier the Dane, carried death into their ranks on all 
sides. 

The infldab seemed doomed to perish to a maai on 
that dread&l day ; but tha wise king, Marmltiis, at last 

put some sli^t degree of method into the general 
nmt. He collected the remnant of the troops, formed 
Ami into a bottaHon, and retreated in toIemUe order 
to Ins camp. That camp was well fortified by in- 
trenchments and a broad ditch. Thither the fugitives 
bntened, and by de giws all iiiat femained of tbe 
Moorish amy was brought together thm. 

The Emperor might perhaps that night have crushed 
His enemy entirely; but not thinking it prudent to 

expose hk troops, fiitigaed as tiiey were^ to an attack 
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I 

upon a camp so well fortiti^ he cool^ted bumfllf 
with encompassing the enemy with his troops, pre- j 
pared to make a regular siege* During the nighty' -^be 
Moors had time to flee the extent of thdjr los9» . .'Ehnr 
tents resounded with lamentations. Thia . warcioc iiad j 
to mourn a brother, that a friend; many suffered with j 
gi'ievoiu wounds, all trembled at Ibe ftlie ia stoi» Jbr 
them* 

There were two young Moorsj both of humble rank, j 
who gave proof at tliat time of attachment and fidelity 
rare in the histoiy of .man, Cloridan snd Meteo 
had foUowed their pnnce, Bavdinel, .to the wan'.«f 
France. Cloridan, a bold huntsman, combined strength 
with activity. Medoro was a mere youth, his cheeb 
yet 6ir and blooming* Of all the SaraceBs, no one 
unitod so much grace .and beanty* His faaiMru 
set off by his black and sparlding eyes^|i.>.The^tiro 
friends were together on guard at .>the x rainpart. 
About midnight diey gazed on tbe seona in deep 
dejection* Medoro, with teals in- "his eyes,.* spoke i<)f < 
the ,good prince Dardinel, and could not endure the 
thought that his body should be cast out on the plauii ! 
deprived of ftmeral honors. ^ O my friend," said I 
^« must t^en the body of our* prince be die prqr of 
wolves and ravens? Alas I when I remember how | 
he loved me, I feel that, if I should sacrifice my liie 
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to do him honor, I ahoald not do more than my duty* 
I wish, dear friend, to seek out his body on the battle- 
field, and giF6 it burial, and I hope to be aUe to ipum 
through King Charies's camp without diacoveiy, as 
thejr ore probably all asleep. You, Cloridan, will be 
Me to tajr for me, if I should die in the adventmce, 
ihat gratitiida and fidelitjr to my prince were mj in- 
ducements," 

Cloridan was both surprised and touched with this 
proof of tbe young man's domtton* He loved him 
tendarly, and tried fixr a long time every effort to 



suade him from his design ; but he ibuud Medoro de- 
termined to accomplish his object or die in the 
eBdeayor, 

Cloridan, unable to dumge his pnrpoae, said, 

will go with you, Medoro, and help you in this gener- 
ous enterprise. I value not life compared with honor, 
nd if I did, do yon rappose, dear friend, that I could 
live withcHit you? I would rather fidl by the arms 
of our enemies than die of grief for tlxe loss of you." 

When Hie two friends were relieved from tbm 
gnsrd duty, tbey went without any feUowers into the 
camp of the Christians. All there was still i the fires 
Wfre dying out; there was no fear of any attempt on 
tte part of the Sareeens, and the soldiers, overcome by 
bAgBtd or wine, slqpt secure, lying upon the ground in 
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the midft of tbdr anns aiiid eq<Qip«ge» Okridan ^^pdi 

and saidf ^Medoro^ I fun iu>t going to quit this caii^ 
without taking vengeance for the death of our prinML 

on ymir guaid thafc no one duiU^af^k* 
pdae u»; I mean to mark a road with mj ' wtnMi' 
through the ranks oi' our enemies/' So saying, hi 
entered the* tent where Alphens slept, wBo a. jem 
befose had joined the camp ai Cbariea, and fiUMnM 
to be a great physician and astrologer. But his 
science had deceived liim, if it gave him hope of 
^ing peacefiilly in* Iris bed at a good old age; his ht 
was te <fie with little warning. Oloridan' ran - Uv 
sword^ through his heart. A Oreek and a German 
followed, who had been playing late at dice: fortunate 
li they had imnitiniiel their game Ktde longer; M 
diey never reckoned 'a lioow like this among their 
duLDces. Gloridan next came to the unlucky ^ Qrilicxu 
whose head lay srftly on his pillow. He dreamed 
probaUy <£ the feast from whidi* he had* bnH jint 
letiffed; for when Cloridan cnt^ oiF his heaid, winl^ 
flowed forth with the blood. 

The two young Moors might have penetrated even 
to the tent of • Cfaarlemagfic ; but loidwitig that tte 
paladiuB • encamped around bun, kept wattdi by toiW 
and judging that it was impossiUe they should all h& 
adeep, they were afraid to go too near. They might 
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flMhtemittbliiMd rick ibopty*; butfintMittoiil^'Oii-tliMV 

^njlgwt, ^hej iQtosaed tlia^ campt and arrived' at length at 
t^... bloody field,. where bucklefs, lances, and swordi 
kq^s«<ialtered' in thd midst* of ooipBet of poor ttfid t»^, 
tomou ' atldior and> prince, honet* and*po(Js of bloodv 
Tius tembla scene of carnage would have destroyed 
all hope of finding what they were in search of until 
dttlm-ifif day, weee il not tihat the moen lent the idd 
efrOier tineerlam wya. ^ . ^ 
'i,jV:U^4<^£o raised his eyes to the planet, and exclaimed^ 
. Jioly goddess, whom oui- fathers have adored 
lilder, Ibree lUffoiieiit finnii%<«^tliott who displayest thj 
fflaprer in keevm, m . elurtJi, ami in* the undei^orld, ^ 
^u who art seea foremost among tlie nymphs chasing 
t^Q beasts of the forest, — cause me to see, I implore 
4fe6y the spot wbera my dear master- lies, and make 
jp» idl . my iidk long &llow. tlueK esample which thou 
^mi exhibi^f vvorks of charity and love." 
^Bitb^I: by accent, oe that the moon was sensible 
^ tke pgf^T of Mfidoro, iliHit.oIondi broke away, and 
the moonlight burst forth as bright as. day. . The ivyix 
s^^med .espeCiially to gild the spot where lay ^e body 
Pnnoe |)$fdinel ; and; Medoro;- iitfhed in. tean- and 
imaitb bleeding .heast^- tfeoogtiiz^ him by tiM qnartmngs^^ 
^rei aml>ti^hi|;e..on'his shield. 

^'iW*^ \g^^^s ^^^^d by his tears, and lamentations 
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in aooento uippreaied, not from any £au ht himself 
for he cured not for life^ but lc2>t my one sLuuld be 
MMMcl to nlnrrupt tlnir pioos d«ty wbiki yet inoon- 
plete, he profKned to his mnpanioa that tbej ihoiilii 

togi^tlier bear DaxxUnel on their &koulder9f ftbft''*^^ tim 

burden of the beloved renuiins. 

Mafohing with lapid iiadUi under thair pcedeni 
load, they pexQeived that the elan begui to grow paki 

and that the shades oi' night would soon be di/qpenod 
by the dawn. Jxnt then Zerfaino> whoie extreme vakff ! 
bad nrged liini iar from Ilia camp in pntsoife of tbi 
fugitives, returning, entered the wood in which lhaf 
were. Some knighu in his train p^ceived at a di^r I 
taiiee the two brodiere-iiMams. doridaa mw the 
troop, and, obmrnng that they dispened tbeoMelm 
crer the plain as if in search of booty, told Medoj» 
to lay down the body, and let each 9tiMe {^self bj 
flight. He droi)ped bii part, thinking that Medoaro 
would do the mme; but the good youth loved his 
prince too well to abandon him^ and continued ta 
carry his load Angly as well as he might, while Clari* 
den made his eseeps* If ear by tbwe was a port d j 
the wood tufted as if nothing but wild ^nf'^wl*! had 
ever penetrated it. The uiiibrtunate youth, loaded 

witb the weight of hii d^ad mavter, plunged into ilft 
idomios. 
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Oloridan, wlien he perceived that be bad evaded 
bos fees, di00bvered that Medoro was not with him. 
"^Ahl" excknned ^bow could Ij dear MedQCOy 
so forget mjBelf as to consult my own aafoty without 
heeding yours?'* So saying, he retraced the tangled 
passes of tbe wood toward die place from whence be 
had fled. As be approached, be beatd the noise of 
hoi^, and the menacing voices of armed men. Soon 
he perceived Medoro, on foot, with the cavaliers 
sbrrounding bim. Zerbino^ tbeir commander, bade 
them seize bim. Tbe unhappy Medoro turned now 
ibis way, now that, tiying to conceal himself be- 
hind an oak or a rock, still bearing the body, which 
be would by no means lea^. Cloridan, not knowing 
how to bdp bim, but resolved to periidi with him, if 
he must perish, takes an arrow, fits it to this bow, dis- 
charges it, and pierces the breast of a Cliribtiai> 
knight, wb^ fidb helpless from bis homu The otbm 
look this way and- thut^ to discover whence the &tal 
bolt was sped. One, while demanding of his com- 
rades in what direction the arrow came, i^ceived a 
second in Uft tfaroet, wbidi stopped bis wordsf and 
soon closed bis eyes to the soene^ 

Zerbiuo, &rious at the death of bis two comrades^ 
ran upon Medoro, seized his golden hair, and dragged 
him forward to slay bim. But the dgbt of so mu<^ 
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ygiith and beauty cftmnMadtid fMl^it Uo stafod immxL 
Tive jruung nma ^yok^ in suppUaut tou6s« ^Akl 
mgaae^** taid he, **I «(Nviira • hj tlai GMl whM 
00rf% dapri'ra m wfc <if lifa. imil I aWl have 
buried the body <4 ^ l/xmQ»f mj loaateiw 
that. I will ask you any other fiivor; life is not dear 
It mm; I dauiwa daadi aa aoaA aa I ahatt pa^ 
ftcmod'.Uiia aiMNred dotj^ dDo wilh iM than aa yaa 
pbaaa. Qive loy limbs a jirey to .the birds luid btsasU; 
only let ma firat bory my fij»ceJ* Medbro pror 
sounoed these words with an air so sweet and. taa idcM» 
lhat A heart of alma would have haan iaa¥ad by 
tkam. Ztirbino was. so to the battom of his souL He 
waa on Am pebl af rttiirfng woida af narcy, wte 
A cnial sMhaltamv fetgiitiag- all faqpae^ lo hia Aoaa^ 
QULodeVf. pbjuiged hifi laaoe ^to breaftt of tii^ 
young Moor, Z€^bmo> enraged at this brutality^ 
twmtA upm tba wratek to- take..i!WgaaiiQ%- b«l> ha 
aavad hioiself by m pre^pitale iligl^ . 

CloridaQf who ^aw Medo2:o i4U» oould co^taia b^mr 
aelf no longer. He roAad from hm ^no^ahilMit, 
thvaw down hia bowi and, -sw/ard hand, .aaaiied 
only deftirous of . veageaacet £m: Medaro, and ta die 
with hini* la a mi^^ment, pierced through and though 
wilh nmny wannds, ho Marts (Sob last mmnant <if hii • 
strength m dr^ggjug ihimtatf to Jdadara^ tab.dMl. caa* 
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KtrUno, whose aga^i^ ^ murderer o£ Medoro 

had drawn him away from the spot. • 
(Hoftte di0d;r and Medom» Mio di ng eopiMsly, iM 

Artwli^ near hb end wheA umwei* • 
A {fWuig maiden approached the ialien knights at 
I dds critical moment. H«f dress win that of a peasants 
I gW« bst Imt air waa noUa and her beeutf eefaalial; 
I gwootncoe and goodneaa reigned in her lovely connte- 
^ nance. It was no other than AngeUca, the Prinees^ 

«f OKtbrf* 

WIm ahe had iMhrcMd that preoiaiB rfng, aa i94 

have befiuie related, Angelica, knowing its value, fell 

proad in tlie power it conferred, travelled alone with- 

asl>*ftaiv wfthoiit a aoeittt Aania Aat 1^6 had e^fw^ 
bMi dbli^'4o aebk proteedm in her wanderings of 

the Count Orlando aadr^ Sacripant. She reproached 
hsrself too as with a w^kness, that she had ever 
thought of mariTuig Rfaiaido; Sb fina, ber pride grew 
so hij^ as to penuade her that no man living waa 

wortiiy to aspire to her hand. 

\ Mond wilk pity mt tlia taf lika young mm 
I woaaded^ and aidled t9 taan aft hearing tiia cause, 

she ^^kly recalled to reinemhiance the knowledge 
! dw had acqaiied in India, where the virtues of plants 

tad Aa ail af Wtfing fuaa a d 'part «f the edMtfftMi 

I 
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oven of princesses. The beautiful queen ran into 
the adjoining meadow to gather plants of virtue to 
•tancli the flow of UoocL Meetiiig on hat wqr a 
oountiTman on horseback seeking a atrajed kofer, 
she begged him to come to her aft.sistance» and en- 
deaviv to vemofo the wcanded man to a mofe aeeon 
asylum. 

Angelica, having prepared the f^ts by bniisiii^ 
tliem between two stones, laid them with her isat 
hand on Medoro's wound. The remedy soon reetoied 
in some degree the strength of the 'woanded* maOf 
whof bcibre he would quit the spot, made them cover 
with earth and turf the boilies of his friend and of 
the prinoe. Then snrrendering himsdf to the pity of 
hb deliverers, he allowed them to place hnn en the 
horse of the shepherd, and conduct him to his cottage. 
It was a pleasant farm-house on the borders of the 
▼ood, bearing marks of comfort and competenqr* 
There the shepheid Uved with his wife and children. 
Tiiere Angelica tended Medoro, and there, by the 
devoted care of the beantifiil qneen, his sad woond 
dosed over, and he reoovered his perfect health. 

O Count liinaldo, O King SacripantI what availed 
it you to possess so many virtues and such fame? 
What advantage have yon derived fiom all your high 
deserts? O hapless king, great AgricanI if jou 
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could return to life, how would jou endure to see 
yourself rejected by one wlio will bow to the yoke of 
Hymea in fitvor of a young soldier of humble birth? 
And thou, Ferrau, and ye numerous others who a 
hundred times have put your Uves at hazard for this 
cruel beauty, how bitter will it be to you to see her 
sacrifice you all to the claims of the humble Medorol 

There, under the low roof of a shepherd, the flame 
of Hymen was lighted for this haughty queen. She 
takes the shepherd's wife to senre in place of mother, 
the shepherd and his children for witnesses, and mar- 
ries the happy Medoro. 

Angelica, after her marriage, wisliing to endow 
Medoro with the sovereignty of the countries which 
yet remained to her, took with him the road to the 
East. She had preserved through all her adventures 
a bracelet of gold enriched with precious stones, the 
present of the Count Orlando* Having nothing else 
wherewith to reward the good shepherd and his wife, 
who had served her with so much care and fidelity, 
she took the bracelet from her arm and gave it to 
them, and then the newly-married couple directed 
tbm stqps toward those mountains which separate 
France and Spain, intending to wait at Barcelona a 
vessel which should take them on their way to the 
East* 
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ORLANDO, on the loss of Angelica, laid aside 
his crest and arms, and arrayed himself in a suit 
of black armor, expressive of his despair. In this 
guise he carried such slaughter among the ranks of 
the infidels, that both armies were astonished at the 
achievements of the stranger knight. Mandricardo, 
who had been absent from the battle, heard the report 
of these achievements, and determined to test for him- 
self the valor of the knight so extolled. He it was 
who broke in upon the conference of Zerbino and 
Isabella, and their benefactor Orlando, as they stood 
occupied in mutual felicitations, after the happy re- 
union of the lovers by the prowess of the paladin. 
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Mandrlcardo, after contemplating the group for a 
moment, adCdressed himself to Orlando. in these words: 
^^Thou most be the man I seek. For ten days and 
more I have been on thy track. The £uue of tliy 
exploits has brought me hither, that I may measure 
my strengdi with thine. Thy crest and shield prove 
thee the same who spread such slaughter among our 
troops. But these mai*ks are superfluous, and if I 
saw thee among a hundred I should know thee by tlqr 
martial bearing to be the man I seek." 

respect thy courage,*' said Orlando; ^^such a 
design could not have sprung up in any but a brave 
and generous soul. If the desire to see me has 
bnm^t thee hither, I would, if it were possible, show 
thee my inmost soul. I will remove my visor, that 
you may satisfy your curiosity; but when you have 
iooB so, I hope that yon wSl also try and see if my 
valor corxesponds to my appearance.** 

««Come on," said the Saracen, ^'my flrst wish was 
to see and know thee; I will now gratify my seoond." 

Odando, observing Mandricardo, was sorprised to 
see no swoid at his side, nor mace at his saddle-bow* 
**And what weapon hast thou," said he, ^if thy 
Isnce fail thee ? " 

^Do not eonceni yooiaelf about tiiat," said Mandfr 
osrde; have made many good knights give gBaand 
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with no other weapon than you see. Enow that I 
have sworn an oath never to bear a sword nntil I ma 
back that &moas Durindana that Orlando, the paladin^ 
carries. That sword belongs to the suit of armor 
which I wear; that only is wanting. Without dootft 
it was stolen, but how it got into the hands of Orhih 
do I know not. But I will make him pay dearlj for 
it when I find him. I seek him the more anxiously 
that I may avenge with his blood the death of King 
Agrican, my &ther, whom he treacherously slew. I 
am sure he must have done it by treacherj', for it 
was not in his power to subdue in fair fight such a 
warrior as my &ther." 

*^ Thou liest," cried Orlando ; and all who say so 
lie. I am Orlando, whom you seek; yes, I am he 
who slew your father honorably. Hold, here is tlie 
sword: you shall have it if yonr courage avaib to 
merit it. Though it belongs to me by right, I will 
not use it in this dispute. See, I hang it on this 
tree : you shall be master of it, if you bereave me of 
life; not else.'' 

At these words, Orlando drew Durindana, and hong 
it on one of the branches of a tree near by. 

Both knights, boSing with equal ardor, rode offm 
a semicircle; then rushed together with reins thrown 
loose, and struck one another with their lances. Both 



Digitized by Google 



OUAHDO MAD. 



kept their seats, immovable. The splinters of their 
Iftuces Bi9W into the air, and no weapon ranained fior 
tidier bol the fiagmanl which ho held in his hand. 

Then those two Jknights, covered with iron mail, were 

reduced to the necessity of fighting with staves, in the 

* 

Bunner of two niitic8| who dnpsto the boondaxy of %, 
aaeadow, or tho pOBsattion of a sjuring. 

These clubs could not long keep whole in the haiid^ 
of such sturdy smiters, who were soon reduced to fight 
with naked fista. Sndi warfiuce waa nuMre painful to 
him that gave than to him that received the .Uowa. 
They next clasped, and strained each his adversary, 
as Hercules did Antsens. Mandricardo, moreeniaged 
than Oriando, made yiolent efforta to unseat the palar 
din, and dropped the rein of his horse. Orlando, 
more calm, perceived it. With one hand he resisted 
Mandrieardo, with the other he twitched the horse's 
bodle OTOT the ears of the animaL The Saracen 
drugged Orlando with all his might, but Orlando's 
thighs held the saddle hke a vise. At last the efforts 
of the Saracen broke the girths of Oriando'a h<me; 
the saddk dipped; the knight, firm in his stirmps, 
slipped with it, and came to the ground hardly con- 
•cioiis of his fall. The noise of his armor in falling 
ataitkd Mandricardo's horse, now without a bridle. 
He started off in fiill career, heeding neither trees 

a 
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nor rocks nor broken ground. Urged hj fright, he 
ran with fhrious speed, canjing Ik master, lAot 
almott distracted with lage, shouted and beat the s»* 
mal with his fists, and thereby impelled his flight 
After running thus three miles or more, a deep ditcii 
o[)posed dieir progress. The horse and rider ML hsui* 
loi^ into it, and did not find the bottom coTered with 
feather-beds or roses. They got sadly bruised; bat 
were lucky enough to escape without any broken limls. 

Mandricardo, as soon as he gained his feet, seiud 
the horse by his mane with fiuy, but, having ns 
bridle, could not hold him. He looked round ia 
hopes o^ finding something tliat woold do fer a rem. 
Jnst then fortmie, who seemed willing to help him it 
last, brought that way a peasant with a bridle in his 
hand, who was in search of his farm horse that had 
strayed away. 

Orhmdo, having speedily repaired his hone's girtH 
remounted, and waited a good hoar for the Saracffl 
to return. Not seeing him, he concluded to go in 
search of him. He took an aflbctionate leave of Ze^ 
Uno and Isabella, who would willingly have followed 
him; but this the brave paladin would by no means 
permit. He held it unknightly to go in search of an 
enemy accompanied by a friend, who might act as • 
defender. Therefore, desiring them to say to Mta* 
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dricardo, if they should meet him, that his purpose 
to tany in Ae nd^borhood three days, and then 
repair to the camp of Charlemagne, he took down 
Durindaiia from the tree, and proceeded in the direc-* 
lacxi which the Somsen's horee had taken. Bnt the 
annnal, having no gnide bnt its terror, had so doubled 
and cooibsed its traces that Orlando, after two days 
spent in the search, gave up the attempt, 

was about the middle of the third day when the 
pdadm arriiQBd on ike pleasant bank of a stream 
which wound through a meadow enamelled with 
flowers* High trees, whose tops met and formed an 
arbor, oTershadowed the fountain; and the breeze 
which blew through their fidiage tempered the heat. 
Hither the shepherds used to resort to quench their 
llnrBt, and to enjoy the shelter from the midday sun* 
The air, perfiuned with the flowers, seemed to breathe 
fresh strength into their veins* Orlando felt the in- 
fluence, though covered with his armor* He stopped 
in this deBcions arbor, where everything semned to 
invite to rqKMe. But he could not have chosen a 
more fiital asylum* He there spent the most miser- 
able moments of his life. 

He looked around, and noted with pleasure all the 
duoms of the spot* He saw that some of the trees 
wore carved with inscriptions, — he drew near, and 
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read them, and what was his surprise to find thai 
diejr composed the name of Angelica. Fartfa^ on, 
he feimd the name of Medoro mixed with hera. Tht 
paladin thought he dreamed. He stood like one 
amazed, — like a bird that, rising to fly, finds its &Cl 
canght in « net. 

Orlando followed the course of the stream, and 
came to one of its turns where the rocks of the moun- 
tain bent in such a way as to form a sort of grotto. 
The twisted stems ci ivy and the wild vine draped 
the entrance of this recess, scooped by the hand of 
nature. 

The unliappy paladin, on entering the grotto, saw 
letters which appeared to have been lately carved. 
They were verses which Medoro had written in honor 
of his happy nuptials with the beautiful queen. 0^ 
lando tried to persuade himself it must be some other 
Angelica whom those Yeises celebrated, and as fior 
Medoro, he had never heard his name. The sun vtf 
now dechniug, and Orlando remounted his horse, and 
went on his way. He soon saw the roof of a col- 
tage whence the smoke ascended; he heard die barking 
of dogs and the lowing of cattle, and arrived at s 
humble dwelling which seemed to offer an asyluiu for 
the night. Hie inmates, as soon as Aey saw liiSi 
hastened to render him service. One took his hoM 
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auother hit shield and cuirass, auothor his golden 
^ars. This cottage was Ae very same where Medoxo 
had beea oairied, deepljr wounded,— ««wfaeiis AngtSatL 
had toided him, aod afterwards SMrried him. Tb^ 
shepherd who lived in it loved to tell everybody the 
story of this marriage, and soon rehled it, witii all ill 
details, to the miseimUa Orkndo. 

Having finished it, he went away, and returned wiih 
the precious bracelet wliich Angelica, grateful tor his 
services, had gireii him as a memoriaL It was tlie 
<me which Orlando had himself ffvm har« 

This last touch was the finishing stroke to the 
excited paladin. Frantic, exasperated, he exclaimed 
against llie migratefol and cruel prioeass who had di»- 
dained him, the moat imownod, the most indomitable 
of all the paladins of France, — him, who had rescued 
her from the most akrming perils, — him, who had 
feoj^t the most terribie battles €ar her 8alEe,~slm to 
prefer to him a young Saracen I The pride of the 
noble Count was deeply wounded. ludiguaut, frantic, 
a vietim to rnigDveniable rage, ha rushed into the 
iiMPsst, uttering Aa most finghtfial shrieks* 

No, no I " cried he, I am not the man they take 
me for I Orlando is dead ! I am only the wander- 
ing ghost af diat imliapj)y CooBft, who U noif wsdkmg 
tbe tomeats of beUl" 
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Orlando wandered all nighty as cUaace directed, 
through the wood, and at stroriBe 
him to the feiutaiii whm Medom had ei^nml tlM 

£Ual inscription. The fimntic paladin saw it a secood 
time Willi iury, drew his sword, and hacked it iiuui 
die reck. 

Unluckj grotto 1 joa shall no more attract by jmt 

shade and coolness^ you shall no more sUeiter with 
yom- arch either bhepherd or flock. And you, fresh 
and pore fountain, yoa may not escape die rage t£ 
tbe fturkus Orlandol He cast into the finutaia 
blanches, tiimks of trees which he tore op, pieces of 
rocks which he broke off, plants uprooted, with the 
eartb adhering, and turf and boshei, to as to choke 
the fountain, and destroy the punty of its watais* 
At length, exhausted by his violent exertions, bathed 
in sweat, breatUeas, Orlando rank panting upon As 
earth, and lay there inaensiUe three days and tkrae 
nights. 

TSie fbnrdl day he started up aud seized liis anus. 
His helmet, his buckler, be cast ftr froin him; Ub 
hauberk aud bis clothes be rent asunder; die b^g- 
ments were scattered through the wood. In fine, he 
beeame a fiirions w»iimfl||, Qi^ inaani^ was snch 
that he cared not to retain even bis sword. Bot he 
had no need uf Durindana, nor of other arms, to dfl 
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wonderful thiiig.. His prodigious strength sufficed. 
At the first wrench of his mighty arm, he tore up a 
pine-tree hj the rootff. Oaks, beedies, maples, what* 
em he met in his path, ' yielded in Hke manner. 
The ancient forest saon became as bare as the borders 
of a morals, where tlie fowler has cleared away the 
boshes to spread his nets. The shepherds, hesring 
the honible crashing in the forest, abandoned their 
flocks to run and see the cause of tliis unwonted up- 
roar. By their eyil star, or for their sins, ihey were 
led thidier. When they saw the fimons state the 
Count was in, and his incredible force, they would 
fain have fled out of his reach, but in their fears lost 
their presence of mind. The madman pursued them, 
seized one and rent him limb from limb, as easily as 
one would pull ripe apples from a tree. He took 
another by the feet, and used him as a club to knock 
down a third. The shepherds fled ; but it woold haye 
been hard for any to escape, if he had not at that 
moment left them to throw hunself with the same 
fiiry upon their flocks. The peasants, abandoning 
their ploughs and harrows, mounted on the roo& of 
buildings and pinnacles of the rocks, a&aid to trust 
themselves even to the oaks and pines. From such 
heights they looked on, trembling at the raging fury 
of the unhappy Orlando. His fists, his teeth) his nails, 
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his feet, seiase, break, and tear cattle, sheep, and swine; 
the most swift in flight alone being able to escape 
him. • 

When at last terror had scattered everything befine 
Um, he entered a cottage which was abandoned lij 
its inhabitants, and there found that which served for 
food. His long fast had caused him to feel the most 
ravenous hunger. Seizing whatever he found that 
was eatable, whether roots, acorns, or bread, raw meat 
or cooked, he gorged it indiscriminately. 

Issuing tlieuce again, the frantic Orlando gave 
chase to whatever living thing he saw, whether men 
or animals. Sometimes he pursued the deer and hind, 
sometimes he attacked bears and wolves, and with bis 
naked hands killed and tore them, and devoured tliuir 
flesh. 

Thus he wandered, from place to place, throng 
France, imperilling his life a thousand ways, yet 
always preserved by some mysterious providence IVum 
a fiital result. But here we leave Orlando for a time, 
that we may record what befell ZerUno and Isabella 
after their parting with him. . 

'The prince and his fair bride waited, by Orlando's 
requei^t, near the scene of the battle for three days, 
that, if ')Mandricardo should return, they might inform 
him whero Orlando would give him another meeting* 
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At the end of that time, their anxiety to know the 

iune led ihem to follow Orlando's traces, which led ' 

ihem at last to the wood where the trees were iiH 

scribed with the names of Angelica and Medoro. 

They remarked how all these inscriptions were de- 

&ced, and how the grotto was disordered, and the 

fountain clogged with mblush. But that which soi^ 

prised them and distressed them most of all was to 

find on the grass the cnirass of Orlando, and not far 

from it his helmet, the same which the renowned At> * 

monies once wore. 

Hearing a horse neigh in the forest, Zerbino turned 

his ejes in that direction, and saw Brigliadoro, with 

the bridle yet hanging at the saddle-bow. He kxdLed 

round for Durindana, and found that fiunous sword, 

without the scabbard, lying on the grass* He saw 

also the fragments of Orlando's other arms and doth- 

ing scattered on all sides over the plain. 

Zathino and Isabella stood in astonislmient and 

grief, not knowing what to think, hat Kttle imagining 

the tme cause. If thqr had found any marks of Uood 

on the arms or on the fragments of the clothing, they 

would have supposed him slain, but. there were none. 

While they were in this painful uncertainty, th^ saw 

a young peasant approach. He, not yet recovered 

from the terror of the scene which be had witnessed 

s* L 

« 
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ftom the top of a nock, loU lOiMi tto vliok of die 

Zorbino, with hk iifei fbU of t&m^ careiuUy coir 
lected all the scattered arms. L>abt^lia ako dismounted 
to aid Um itt ike iid duly. WImu thejr kad ccAeoldi 
all tlie pieeei of that neh amor, ik^ hmg then hke 
a trophy on a pioa; aad to prevont their baing vio- 
lated by any passers-by, Zerbiuo inscribed ou the bark 
lllis eaution: These aie the anna of Ae Pahdm 
• Orkndo." 

Having finished this pious work, he remounted bis 
horse, and just then a knight rode up, and requested 
Zefbino to tell him the meaning of the tropliy. The 
prince related the facts as ihej had hafqpened; and 
Mandricardo, for it was that Saracen knight, full of 
joy, rushed finrward, and seized the sword, saying, "No 
one can censure me for what I do; this sword is mine; 
^ I can take mj own wherever I find it. It is phdn 
that Orlando, not daring to defend it against me, has 
connterfeited madness to encase him in snrreodering 
it" 

Zerbino vehemently exclaimed, Touch not that 
sword. Think not to possess it without a contest. K 
it be trae ihat the arms yon wear are those <^ Hector, 
70a must have got them by theft, and not by 
prowess.** 
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Immediatelj they attacked one another with the 
utmost ftuy. The air resounded with thick-falling 
UowB. Zerbino, skilful and alert, evaded for a time 
with good success the strokes of Durindana; but at 
length a terrible blow struck him on the neck. He 
fell from his horse, and the Tartar king, possessed 
iji the spoils of his victory, rode away* 



< 
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ZERBINO'S pain at seeing the Tartar prince go 
off with the sword surpassed the anguish of 
his wound ; but now the loss of blood so reduced 
his ^strength, that he could not move from where he 
fell. Isabella, not knowing whither to resort for help, 
could only bemoan him, and chide her cruel fate. 
Zerbino said, " If I could but leave thee, my best be- 
loved, in some secure abode, it would not distress me 
to die ; but to abandon thee so, without protection, is 
sad indeed." She replied, " Think not to leave me, 
dearest ; our souls shall not be parted ; this sword will 
give me the means to follow thee." Zerbino's last 



Digitized by Google 



ZEBBINO AND ISABELLA 



181 



words implored her to banish such a thoiaght, but live, 
and be true to his memory. IsabeUa promised, with 
many tears, to be fiedthM to him so long as life should 
last. 

When lie ceased to breathe, Isabella's cries resounded 
through the forest, and reached the ears of a reyerend 
hermit, who hastened to the spot. He soothed and 
calmed her, urging those consolations which the word 
of God supplies ; and at last brought her to wish for 
nothing else bat to demote herself for the rest of life 
wholly to reli^on. 

As she could not bear the thoughts of leaving her 
dead lord abandoned, the body was, by the good her- 
mit's aid, placed upon the horse, and taken to the 
nearest inhabited place, where a chest was made for 
it, suitable to be carried with them on tlieir way. 
^le hermit's plan was to escort his charge to a monas- 
tery, not many days' journey distant, where Isabella 
resolved to spead the remainder of her days. Thns 
they travelled day after day, choosing the most re- 
tired ways, for the eoontry was ftill of armed men. 
One day a cavalier met ihem, and barred their way. 
It was no other than J&odomont, king of Algiers, who 
had just left the camp of Agramant, full of indigna- 
tion at the treatment he had recdved from Doralioe. 
At si{^ of the lovely lady and her reverend attendant. 
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with their horse laden with a burden draped with black, 
he asked the meaning of their journej. Isabella told 
him her affliction, and her resolation to reaoonoe tlw 
world and devote herself to religion, and to . the 
memor}'^ of the iiiend she had lost. Kodomont 
laughed scOTnfiilly at this, and told hex that her peo- 
jeet was absurd ; that charms like hers were meavt 
to be enjoyed, not buried, and that he himself would 
more tlian make amends for her dead lover. The 
monk, who promptly interposed to lebuks this impiov 
talk, was commanded to hold his peace ; and still p«r- 
sisting, was seized by the knight and hurled over the 
edge of the cliff, where he fell into the sea, and was 
drowned. 

Bodomont, when he had got rid of the heonit, 

again applied to the sad lady, heartless with affirigbt, 
and, in the language used by lovers, said, she was his 
very heart, his life, his Kght.** Having laid aside al 
violence, he humbly sued that she would aocompny 
him to his retreat, near by. It was a ruined chppsl 
from wliich the monks had been driven by the db- 
orders of the time, and which Rodomont had tskoi 
possession of. Isabella, who had no choice but to 
obey, followed him, meditating as she went what re- 
source she could find to escape out of his power, and 
keep her vow to her dead husband, to be faithfhl to 

V 
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^ hk memcfty ub hng as life should last. At length she 
said, •*!£, my lord, you will let me go and fulfil my 
TOW, and my intehtion, as I hat^ already declared it, 
I win bestow upon you what will be to you of tnoai^ 
Talue than a hundred women's hearts. I know an 
herb, and I have seen it on our way, which, rightly 

I prepared, Sfftn^A a jvMSe (rf such power, that the flesh, 
a kved with it, becomes impenetraUe to sword or 
file. This liquor I can make, and will, to-day, if you 
will accept my offer; and when you have seen its vir- 
toe, yoQ will i^ahie it mxm lihan if all Europe wm 

j nade your own." 

Rodomont, at hearing ihis, readily promised aU th^it 

I was asked, so eager was he to learn a secret that 
would make him as AehilkB was of yoro. Isabdh) 
hvAng collected aoch herbs as she thought proper, aod 
boiled them, with certain mysterious signs and words, 

I at length declared her labor done, and, as a test, 
eAved to try its ^rtne on herseK She bathed her 

I neck and bosom with the liquor, and then called on 

I Rodomont to smite with all his force, and see whether 

I hi9 sword had power to liarm. The pagiin, who 
daring the prepanttkms had taken frequent draughts 
of wine, and scarce knew what he did, drew Us 

I sword at the word, and struck across her neck with 
sn his might, and the fair head leapt sundered ftott 

j the snowy neck and breast. 
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Bude and unfeeling as lie was, the pagan knight 
kmented bitterly tim sad result* To honor her mem- 
pry he resolved to do a work as unpaialleled as bu 
devotion. From all parts round be caused laborers to 
be brought, and had a tower built to enclose the 
chapel, withm which the remains of Zerbino and 
Isabella were entombed. Across the stream which 
flowed near by he built a bridge, scarce two yards 
wide, and added neither parapet nor rail. On the 
top of the tower a sentry was placed, who, when any 
traveller approached the bridge, gave notice to hit 
master. Rodomont thereupon sallied oat, and defied 
the approaching knight to fight him upon the bridge, 
where any chance st^ a little aside would plonge the 
rider headlong in the stream. This bridge he vowed 
to keep until a thousand suits of armor should be won 
from conquered knights, wherewith to build a trophy 
to his victim and her lord. 

Within ten days the bridge was buUt, and the tower 
was in progress. In a short time many knights, either 
eeeking the shortest route, or tempted by a desire of 
adventure, had made the attempt to pass the bridgs. 
All, without exception, had lost either arms or life, 
or both; some falling before Ilodomont's lance, others 
precipitated into the river. One day, as Bodomont 
stood nrg^g his workmen, it chanced that Odaado ip 
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his ^ioua mood caxne tliithoit aod appcoacbod the 
bridge. Hodomont Lallo^ to liim, ^^Halt, cliuii; 
pranme aot to ael foot upon tb«t bridge ; it was not 
made &a snok m youl" Odando took no notice^ 
but pressed on. Just then a gentle damsel rode up« 

! It was Flurdelis, who was seeking her Florismai't. 
She mr Oriando^ and, in spite cf hii atcange appear* 
anoa, lecogmaad hinu Eodomoat, aot used to bav9 
bis commands di&obeyedf laid, bands on the madmaUf 
and would have thrown him into the river, but to 
his astonisbnent fcnnd Umself in tba gripe of oao 
not so easily dispoaed of. ^Hov can a fixd hava aoch 
strength ? be growled between his teeth* Flordelis 
stopped to see tlie issue, where each of these two 
ptrfiMDit waxviofs strove to throw tba other from the 

I bridge* Orlando at last bad stvenglh enongb to lift 
bis foe with all bis armor, and fling bim over the sidc^ 
but had not wit to clear himself firom him, so both 
feH togetfaor* High flashed the wave as they together 
smote its snr&oe* Hare Orlando bad the advanta{{^{ 
he was naked, and could swim like a fish* He souu 
reached tibe hank, and, cardess of praise or Uame» 
stopped not to see what came of the advmtms* 
Aodomont^ entangled with his aonor, eacaped with 
difficulty to the bank. Meantime, Flordelis passed the 

I hniga unchaUenged. 
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After long waaderiiig witkool soceeM tke r et mued 
to Paris, and there found the object of lier search; 
Ito VforiiKUttt, aAtt die fidl €f AlbnKca, hud r^Mored 
tyther. The jejr of meelbg wm donded to Florii- 

mart hj the news which fWdeUs brought d Or- 
lando's wretched flight. The last she had seen of 
biin w«8 when he fell with Kodemont into the tftream. 
Florismarti who loved Orkado like a brother, molved 

to set out immediately, under guidance of the lady, 

to find him, and bring Um where he might receive 

tile treatmeiit suited to fata esse. A few dayt hroogfat 
them to the place where diey found the Tartar king 
still guarding the bridge. The usual challenge and 
defiance was made, and the knights rode to encounter 
one ttooCher on the bridge. At the ftit enooniMr 
ix>th horsee we^ oyerthrown; andt having no space 
to regain their footing, fell with their riders into tha 
water. Bodomont, who knew the sonndiTigs of the 
atream, soon sccovered die land; but FlofisiaaTt wai 
carried downward by the current, and landed at last 
on a bank of mud where lus horse could hardly find 
ibotfaig. FhHrdeUs, who watdied the batde from die 
bridge, seeing her hnme m tUs piteous case, exelasnied 
aloud, ^Ahl Hodomont, for love 0£ her whom dead 
you honor, have pity on me, who love this knight, 
and slay him not Let it 8u£9ce he yiekb his annor 
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to the pilei aad none more glorious will it bear than 
hii." Hot pngrer, 8a well diraeted, tombed the 
pagea'e lieert» Anof^ Iiard to mo¥e» end lie lent Im 
aid to Jbel^ ihe knight to land. He .kept him a 
prisoner, however, and added his armor to the pile. 
Eloidelb, e beaYy heart, want her way* 
We meet now zetam to R(|gerQ» who, when we 







■ 





arrested his progress to the monastery whither he was 

boud with tbe inleiitim ef leemviog baptism, end 
thus qualifying tumaelf te demand Bndamante es hie 

bride. On his way he met with Maadricardo, and 
the quarrel was revived respecting the right to wear 
the badge of fieeter. After a warn diaeimioiiv bodi 
partiei agreed to sabont the question to Kii^ Agniraant, 
aad for that purpose took their way to the Saracen 
camp* Here they met Gradasso, who had his oontro* 
v«ny also wk|i Meodrioeitlo. This wacrittr dafaned the 
6word of Orlando, denying the right of Mandricardt) 
to possess it iu virtue of his having found it ahan* 
deaed bf its owner. Ki^g Agpamant strove in vaiQ 
to leeoacila these quands, and was.fixced at last t^ 
coiuent that the points in dispute should be settkd bj[ 
one combat, in wluch Maudricardu should meet one of 

the o&er chanyions, to whom should be committed the 
cauue of both, fiogero was chosen by lot. to maintain 
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Gradasso's cause and his own. Crreat pieparadoiis were 
made for this signal contest. On the appomted Asj 
it was fought in llie presence of Agramant, and of die 
whole army* Bogero won it; and Mandricardo, the 
conqueror of Hector's arms, the chaUenger of Orlando, 
and the slayer of Zerbino, lost his life. GradaHO 
recdved Durindana as his priae, which lost hitf its 
value in his eyes, since it was won bj anoth^s 
prowess, not his own* 

Rogero, though victorious, was severely wounded, 
and lay helpless many weeks in the camp of Agra- 
mant, while Bradamante, ignorant of the cause of his 
delay, expected him at Montalban. Thither he had 
promised to repair in fifteen days, or twenty aft 
fiirthest, hoping to have obtained by that time an 
honorable discharge from his obligations to the Sara- 
cen commander. The twenty days were j[)assed, and 
a month more, and still Bogero came not, nor Si 
any tidings reach Bradamante accoonting for Ins 
absence. At the end of that time, a wandeiiag 
knight brought news of the famous combat, and of 
Rogero's wound. He added, what alarmed Brada- 
mante still more, that Marphisa, a female warrisr, 
young and fiur, was in attendance aa the wounded 
knight. He added, that the whole army expected that, 
as soon as Rogero's wounds wm healed, dM pk 
ould be united in marriage. 
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Bradanuiute, tressed hj this news, tliougli she 
bdbvtd it bal; ia part, reioly«d to go immediately and 
ace fi>r lierad£ Ske moimtiid fiaUcan, the bona of 
Astolpha* which he h^ comautt^d to hex care, mid 
took with her the lauce of gpid, though unaware ot 
ite -wooderfiil powccB. Thua accootrodt aba kft tba 
castle^ and took Ike jroad towaid f wa and the camp 
of thfi Saracens. 

Marphisa, whose devotion to Rogero in his ilbMfla 
bad ao eamted tbe jaaloaay of Bradamnite, w« the 
twin siftter of Bogaro^ She» with bim, bad heea taken 
in charge when an infieuit by Atiautes, the magician, 
hut while yet a duld she had been stolen away by 
an Aiab tribe. Adopted by tbeir cbief, A» bad early 
learned hAraemanship and skill in anna» and at this 
time had come to the camp of Agramant with no 
ether yww than to see and test ibr becself the prowess 
ef dbe wazrien of eilber 6amp, wboae fiune rang 
throQf^ tbe wocid. Arriving at the very moment of 
the late encounter, the name of Bogero, and some 
few ftots ef his story wUdh ahe learned, were enon^ 
ta anggeat the idea, that it was bar bretber wbem ebe 
flaw victonoua in the single combat* Inquiry satisfied 
the two of their near kindred, and iiom that momeiit 
Marphisa devoted betaelf to the oare of bar new4band 
and Bmcb4oyed bvother. * 

* 
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In those momenta of seclusion jKo^^ero informed his 
ritter of what he had learned of their parentage from 
old Atlantes. Rogero, their fiithar, a Chriitian knight, 
had won the baart of Galacialla, dang^tar of the Sul* 
tau of Africa, and bister of King Agnunant, con- 
Tsvted her to ihe Chriatiaii fidtb, and leeredjr named 
her. The Saltan, enraged at faia dao^^iifter'a naxriage^ 
drove her husband into exile, and caused her with ht^ 
iuiiiut children, Bogero and MaipliLsa, to be placed 
in a boat and committed to the winds and warn, 
to perish ; from which &te thej were sayed by At- 
lantes. On hearing this, Marpliisa exclaimed, Uow 
can you, brother, leave our parents unavenged so 
long, and even aabmit to serve the son of the tyrant 
who so wronged them?'' Bogero replied, that it was 
but lately he had learned the full truth i tliat when 
he learned it be was already embarked with Agra- 
mant, from whom he had received knighthood^ and 
that he only waited for a suitable opportunity when 
he might witli honor desert his standard, and at the 
same time retom to the fiitb of bis &thers. Msr^ 
phisa hailed this resolution with joj, and decJ^red 
her intention, to join with him in embracing the 
Christian fidtb* 
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We 'UA Bradamante when, monntad on Rabioan 

iuid armed witk Astolpho's lance, she rode forth, de- 
termined to learn the cause of Rogero*s long absence. 
One daj, as siie rode, she met a damsd, of v&age 
and of manners fidr, but oTercome with grief. It was 
Flordelis, who was seekmg &r and near a champion 
capable of liberating and avenging her lord. Flordelis 
marked the approaching warrior, and, judging firom 
appearances, dionght she had found the champion she 
sought. ** Are you. Sir Knight," she said, " so daring 
and so kind as to take up my cause against a fierce 
and cmd warrior who has made prisoner of my lord, 
and forced me thos to be a wanderer and a suppli- 
ant ? Then she related the events which had hap- 
pened at the bridge. Bradamante, to whom noUe 
enterprises were always welcome, readily embraced 
this, and the rather as in her gloomy forebodings she 
&lt as if Rogero was forever lost to her. 

Kext day the two arrived at the bridge. The 
sentry descried them approaching, and gave notice to 
lus lord, who thereupon donned his armor and went 
forth to meet them. Here, as usual, he called on the 
advancing warrior to yield his horse alid arms an 
oblation to the tomb. Bradamante replied, asking fay 
' what right he called on the innocent to do penance 
&r his crime. ^ Your life and your armor,*' she 

I 
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added, **aro the fittest offering to bar tomb, and I, a 
woman, ihe fittest champion to take thanu" With 
that she couched her spear^ spusred her horse, and 
ran to the encounter. King Rodomont came on with 
speed. The trampling smndad on the bridge like 
thnnder. It took bat a moment to decide the coiitest 
The golden lance did its office, and that fierce Moor, 
so renowned in tourney, lay extended on the bridge. 

Who is the los^ now ? said BwAmante : but 
Sodomont, amazed that a woman's hand should ha?e 
laid him low, could not or would not answer* Silent 
and sad, lie raised himself, unbound his helm and mail, 
and flung thm against the tomb ; th^, sullen and on 
foot, left the ground ; but first gave orders to one of 
his squires to release all his prisoners* They had been 
Bent off to Africa. Besides Florismart, there were 
Sansonnet and OUver, who had ridden that way in 
quest of Orlando, and had both in turn been over- 
thrown in the encounter. 

Bradamante after her victory resumed her route, 
and in due time reached the Christian , oaaap, where 
she readily learned %n explanation of the mysteiy 
which had caused her so much anxiety. Bogero and 
his fidr and brave sister, Marphisa, were too illustri- 
ous by their station and ezpldts not to be the fire- 
quent topic of discourse even among their adversaries, 

V 
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and all that Bradamante was anxious to know reached 
her ear, almost without in(^uiry. 

We now letoxn to GwlasM^ who by Rogero's 
Tictorjr had hem made possessor of Durindana. There 
now only remained to him to seek the, horse of 
Riiialdo ; and the challenge, given and accepted, was 
yet to be fdd^t with that waitior, for it had been 
interrupted by the arts of Malagigi. Gradasso now 
sought another meeting with Kinaldo, and met with 
no reluctance on his part. As the combat was for 
the possession of Bayard, the knights dismounted and 
fought on foot. Long time the battle lasted* Binaldo, 
knowing well the deadly stroke of Durindana, used 
all his art to parry or avoid its blow. Gradasso 
struck with might and main, but weUnigh all his 
strokes were spent in air, or if they smote, they fell 
obliquely and did little harm. 

Thus had they fought long, glandng at one an- 
other's eyes, and seeing naught else, when their 
attention was arrested perforce by a strange noise. 
They turned, and beheld the good Bayai'd attacked 
by a monstrous bird. Perl^aps it was a Urd, for 
such it seemed ; but when where such a bird 
was ever seen I have nowhere read, except in 
Turpin ; and I am inclined to believe that it was 
not a bird, but a fiend, evdiLed firom underground 

9 jc 
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by Malaglgi, and thither sent on purpose to interrupt 
the fight. Whether a fiend or a fowl, the monster 
flew right at Bayard, and clapped his wings in his 
fiice. Thereat the steed broke loose, and ran madly 
across the plain, pursued by the bird, till Bayard 
plunged into the wood, and was lost to sight. 

Binaldo and Gradasso, seeing Bayard's escape, 
agreed to suspend their battle till they could re- 
cover the horse, the object of contention. Gradasso 
mounted his steed, and followed the foot-marks of 
Bayard into the forest. Binaldo, never more vexed 
in spirit, remained at the spot, Gradasso having 
promised to return thither with the horse, if he found 
him. He did find him, after long search, for he had 
the good fortune to hear hun neigh. Thus he b^ 
came possessed of both the objects for which he had 
led an army from his own country, and invaded 
France. He did not ferget hb promise to bring 
Bayard back to the place where he had left £b 
naldo ; but, only muttering, Now I have got hixD« 
he little knows me who expects me to give him up; 
if Binaldo wants the, Jiorse, let him seek him in 
India, as I have sought him in France," — ha mads 
the best of his way to Aries, where his vessels lay; 
and in possession of the two objeots of his ambitioD* 
the horse and the sword, sailed away to his own 
country. 
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WHEN we last parted with the adventurous 
paladin Astolpho, he was just commencing 
fliat flight over the countries of the world from which 
he promised himself so much gratification. Our read- 
ers are aware that the eagle and the Moon have not 
80 swift a flight as the Hippogriff on which Astolpho 
rode. It was not long, therefore, before the paladin, 
dhecting his coarse toward the southeast, arrived over 
that part of A&ica where the great river Nile has its 
source. Here he alighted, and found himself in the 
neij^boiliood of the capital of Abyssinia, ruled by 
Senapus, whose riches and power were immense. His 
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palace was oi' surpassing gplendor ; tlie bais of tha 
gtttoB, the hinges and locka, were all of pure gold; in 
hat tUa metal, in thet eouBtrj, k put to ell tlMee mm 

ior which we employ iron. It ia ao common that thejr 

prefer iur oruameutal puiposes rock crj^uil, of wliick 

eB the colomne wese made. Pranona atmiea ef diiae* 
eot kinds, rubies, cmeakb, aapphicea, aad topeaes wera 

set in ornamental deigns, and the weUa end ceili^gi 
were adornud wIlIi pearls. 

It ia in thia conatrf ihoee fimona bebn gnyw «f 
which there ero aome few planta in that pert of Jof 

d»a called Gilead. Musk^ ambeigriay and numerous 
gums, so piBolous in Europe, are licie in their native 
elhnate. It ia eaid the Snkan of Sigypt pays e vait 
tribute to .the monmih of thia eonntcy to hire hiaa 

not to cut off the source of the which he miglit 

easily do, end cause the river to flow in some othet 
direction^ thoa dc|)iiviiig Egypt of tiie aouree of iia 
fertihty. 

At the time of Astolpho's arrival in his dominionSf 
this monarch was in great affliction. In spite of liis 
ridiea and the predaaa prodnotiona of hia ooantryv he 
was in danger of dying of hunger* He waa a pief 
to a flock of obscene birds called Harpies, which 
attacked him whenever he sat at meat, and with tlieir 
dewa a n ate h edi toroi and acattarad ewfihing, ow* 
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turning the vessels, devouring the food, and infecting 
what they left with their filthy touch. It was said 
tins pumshineiit infliotod npim the king beoanaB 
when young, and filled with pride and pvesomptiony 
he had attempted to invade witli an army the terres- 
trial paradise, which is situated on the top of a mcmxi* 
ttiii Y^lMDee Nile dmws its some. If or was tbia 
Ids only punishment. He was struck blincL 

Astolpho, on arriving in the dominions of this 
mttwrdit faasfettied to pay him Ui respects. King 
Seaapos xao^ml him gnciaaflly, and ccdersd a splen* 
did repast to be prepared ia honor of his iLrrivaL 
While the guests were seated at table, Astolpho filling 
Ae place of dignity at the kmg's right hand, the 
bocrid screitn of the HarpieB was beard in the aur, 
and soon they approached, hovering over the tables, - 
seizing tlie food firom the dishes, and overturiiiug 
Oferyihing with iiie flapping of their broad wings. In 
vain the guests struck at them with knives and any 
weapons which they had, and Astolpho drew his 
*Word and gave them repeated blows, which seemed 

ts bare no more ^Sotit iqpon ihm than if tbdr bodies 
bad been made, of tow. 

At last Astolpho thought of his horn. JULe first 
gave warning to the king and his guests to stop their 
«Bs; thos blew a blast The Haxpies, tsaified at the 
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sound, flew away as &st as their wings could cany 
iimm. The paladiii moimted hk Hippogriff, md pvp* 
taed them, biowiog his horn m often as he eame near 
them* Th^ stretched their iiigixt towards the great 
mountain, at the foot of which there is a cavern, 
which is thought to be the month of the infenal 
abodes. Hitbtt those horrid UMs flew, ns if to thar 
home. Having seen them all disappear in the recess, 
Astolpho cared not to pursue tliem farther, but, 
alightlnpr, rolled huge stones into the montii of the 
cave, and piled bmaches of trees therein, so that he 
effectually barred their passage out, and we have no 
evidence of their ever having been seen since in the 
outer air. 

After this labor, Astdpho xefieahed himself by bath- 
ing in a ibuntain whose pure waters bubUed firom a 
clufi of the rock. Having rested awhile, an earnest 
desure seized him of ascending the mountain winok 
towered above him. The Hippogriif bore him swifdy 
upwards, and landed him on tlie top of the momitain, 
which he found to be an extensive plain. 

A splendid palace rose in the middle of this plain, 
whose walls shone with such brilliancy that mortal 
eyes could hardly bear the sight. Astolpho guided the 
winged horse towards this edifice, and made him poue 
himself in the air ipi^ile he took a leisurely snrvey of 
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this i&vored spot and its environs. It seemed as if 
natnre and art had striven with one another to 868 
which could do the most jPor its embellishment. 

Astolpho, on approaching the edifice, saw a venera- 
ble man advance to meet him. This personage was 
elodiecl IB a long vesture as white as snow, while a 
Buuitle of purple covered his shoulders, and bung 
down to the ground. A white beard descended to bis 
middle, and bis hair, of the same color, overshadowed 
lus shoulders. His ejes were so brilliant, that Astol- 
pho felt persuaded that. he was a blessed inhabitant of 
the heavenly mansions. 

The sage, smiling benignantly upon the paladin, who 
from respect had dismounted from his horse, said to 
him; Noble chevalier, know that it is by the Divine 
will you have been brought to the terrestrial paradise. 
Your mortal nature could not have borne to scale 
these heights and reach these seats of bliss if it were 
not the will of Heaven that you should be instructed 
in the means to succor Charles, and to sustain the 
^ory of our holy faith. I am prepared to impart the 
needed counsels; but before I begins let me welcome 
you to our sojourn. I doubt not your long fast and 
distant journey have given you a good appetite." 

The aspect of the venerable man filled the prince 
vith admiratioo; but his surprise ceased when he 
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learned from him that he was that one of the Apostles 
^ onr Lord to whom lie said, ^ I win diat thoa tany 
till I oom^J* 

St. John, conducting J^stolpho, rejoined his com* 
panions. These were the patris^ch Enoch and the 
prophet Blijah; ndither of whom had yet seen bis 
dying day, but, taken from our lower world, were 
dwelling in a region of peace and joy, in a chxuate of 
eternal spring, till the last trumpet shall sound. 

The three holy inhabitants of the terrestrial para&e 
received Astolpho with the greatest kindness, earned 
him to a piea:sant apartment, and took great care of 
the HippogrifF, to whom they gave such food as 
suited him, while to the prince they presented fiEvilB 
so deUcious that he felt inclined to excuse our ficst 
parents for their sin in eating them without per 
mission. 

Astolpho, having recruited his strength, not eoljT 
by these excellent fruits, but also by sweet sleepi 
roused himself at the hrst blush of dawn, and, as 
soon as he left hk chamber, met Ihe beloved Apostle 
coming to seek him. St. John took him by the hand, 
and told him many things relating to the past aud 
the future. Among others, he said, "Son, let m 
tell you what is now going on in France. Orlando^ 
the illustrious prince who received at his birth, tk 

• 
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endowment of strength and com^age more than mortal, 
XBHed as was Samon of^dd to be iba chansqiiioii 
of the trae fidth, has been guilty of the baaert ingratl* 
tude in leaving the Christian csaoip when k moat 
needed the snpport of his arm, to run after a Saiacen 
pfhfKflSy whom h» woold finn marrj, dmigh alia 
80QCII8 liiiii* To pnmah inm^ his xeaaoa haa been taken 
away^ fio that he ruu3 naked through the landi over 
mountaiuij and through valleys, without a ray of in- 
taBigtme^ Tbe dnmtkm of Ua puniahaienyt baa been 
find at thm numthat and that time baving nearly 
expired, you have been brought iiither to Jearn from 
us the means by which the reason of Orlando may be 
mtared. True, yoa will be obKged to make -a 
joamey widi me, and we most even leave the earth, 
aud ascend to the moon, for it ia in that planet we 
are to seek the remedy for the madness of the paladin. 

I propose to smke oor journey tbis evooing, aa aoon aa 
the moon appeara over onr head." 

As soon as tlie sun sunk beneath the seas, and the 
moon p ro a ont ed its luminous disk, the hcdy man had 
the chariot brought ont in which bo wm aeenstomad 
to make esBorriona among the atara, the mme which 
was employed long ago to convey Elijah up iirom 
eaerth. The saint made iiatolpfao seat himself beaide 
bnn, took the xoina, and giving the word to the 
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ooiinen» they hutt thorn iipwiUEd wiih ii toP M hiag 

At length tlicy reached the great eontmeut of the 
Moon« Its snrfiioe appeared to be of polished ileel, 
with here and there a spot which, like rust, obBCued 
its brightnosa. The paladin was astooiahed to see. that 
the eaith, with all its $ea^ and rivers, seemed but an 
iBsigmficant spot in the distanoe. 

The prinoe discoTered in this xeg^n so new to his 
rirars, lakesi plains, Jbills, and valleys. Many beauti- 
ful cities and castles enriched the landscape. He saw 
also vast forests, and heard in them the sonnd of hom 
aikl the barking of d(^ which led him to concbde 
that the nymphs were following the chase. 

The knight, filled with wonder at all he saw, was 
conducted by the saint to a valley, where he stood 
amazed at the riches strewed all ariHind him* Well 
he might be so, for tliat valley was the receptacle of 
things lost on earth, either by men's &ult, or by the 
effect gS time and chance* .Let no one suppose we 
speak here of kingdoms or of treasures; they are th^ 
toys of Fortune, wliich she dispenses in turning her 
wheel ; we speak of things which she can neither ffv% 
nor take away* Such are reputations, which 9ffeat 
at one time so brilliant, and a short time at&er are 
heard of no more. Here, also, are countless vows aiiJ 
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prayers for unattainable objects, lovers^ sighs and tears, 

time spent in ^ming, dressing, and doing nothing, th.e 

Idsim of the dull and ' the int^tbns of the hzjr, 

haseiess projects, intrigues and plots; these and such 

like things fill all the valley. 

Astolpho IumI ft great desire to understand all that 

be saw, and whioh appeared to him so eztraor^naiy. 

Among the rest, he observed a great mountain of 

blown bladders, from wliicli issued indistinct noises. 

Hie saint told him these were the dynasties of Assy^ 

rian and Persian kings, once the wander of the earth, 

of which now scarce the name remains. 

Astolpho OOoM not help laughing when the saint 

y 

said to him, ^AU these hooks of silyer and gold that 
yon see az^ the gifts of courtiers to princes, made in 
the hope of getting something better in return.'' He 
dsD' showed him gai4ands of flowers in which snares 
were eoneealed; these were flatteries and adnlations, 
meant to deceive. But nothing was so comical as the 
sight of numerous grasshoppers wliich had burst tlieir 
hugs with chirping. These, he UM him, were son* 
nets, odes, and dedications, addressed fay venal poets to 
great people. 

The paladin beheld with wonder what seemed a lake 
of spiled milk. It is," said lihe saint, the charity 
do&e by fri^tened misem on theur death-beds." It 
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would take too long to tell all that the valley con. 
tained: meanneflaes, affisctatioiui, pretended yirtoea, anl 
cmoealed Yioea were there in ahmdancew 

Among the rest, Aatolpho peiceiTed many days of 
his owii lost, aiid many imprudent rallies which he had 

made, and woold ha^e been glad not to have heen 
remmded of. But he also saw among so many lost 
things a great abundance of one thing which men are 
a|)t to think they all possess, and do not tlunk it neces- 
sary to pray for, — good sense. This commodity ap- 
peared nnder the form cf a liquor, most light and apt 
to evaporate. It was therefore kept in vials, hriul/ 
sealed. One of these was labelled, " The sense of th6 
Paladin Orlando." 

All the bottles were tidseted, and the sage j^ac^d 
one in Astolpho s hand, which be found was his own. 
It was more than half full. He was surprised to find 
there many other yiak which enntained almost the 
whole of the wits of many persons who passed auoag 
men for wise. Ah, how easy it is to lose one's reason! 
Some lose theirs by yielding to the sway of the pas- 
sicms ; some, in braTing tempests and shoah in search 
of wealth ; some, by trusting too much to the promises 
of the great; some, by setting their hearts on trides. 
As might have been expected, the bottles which held 
the wits of astrologers, inTentors, metaphysioiaiiSi sad 
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above ail, of poets, were in general the best filled 
of aB. 

Astolpho took liit bofctle, pat it to hiA nose, and in- 
halad it all; and Turpin aaanres ns thai be waa for 

a long time afterwards a& sage as one could wish; 
but the Archbishop adds, that there was reason to fear 
that Mtte of tbe preoioaa fluid afterwards found its 
way back into the bottle. The paladin took also the 
botde which belonged to Orlando* It was a large 
one, and quite full. 

Befbie quitting A» planetary region, Astolpho was 
conduoted to an edifice on the boEdero of a iiver» He 
was shown an immense hall full of bundles of silk, 
Bnen, cotton, and wool. A thousand difRsrent colors, 
M&iattt mr doll, aoms qoite black, were among these 
fikons* In one part of the hall an old woman was 
busy winding off yarns from all these ditferent bundles. 
Wben she bad finished a skenn, another ancient dame 
took it and placed it with othen ; a third sdeeted from 
the fieeces spun,, and mingled them in due proporti^ms. 
The paladin inquired what all this might be. These 

said the saint, ^ are the Fata, who sran, 
measure, and tenninate the lives of mortals. As long 
as the thread stretches in one of those skeins, so long 
does the mortal enjoy the light of day; but nature 
and dealii am on the alert to shot the eyes of tiiose 
whose diHead is spun. 
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Each one of the skeins had a label of gold, silver, 
or iron, bearing the name of the individual to whom 
it belonged. An old man, who, in spite of the burden 
of years, seemed brisk and active, ran without ceasing 
to fill his apron with these labels, and carried them 
awa J to throw them into river, whose name was 
Lethe. When be readied the shore of the river, the 
old man shook out his apron, and the labds sunk to 
the bottom. A small number only floated for a time, 
hardly one in a dionsand. Numberless birds, hawks, 
crows, and vnltores hovered over the stream, with 
clamorous cries, and strove to snatch £rom the water 
some of these names ; but they were too heavy for 
them, and after a whfle the birds were forced to let 
them drop into the river of obhvion. But two beaoth 
fill swans, of snowy whiteness, gathered some few of 
the names, and returned with them to tlie shore, 
where a lovely nymph received them from their 
beaks, and carried them to a temple placed upon a 
hill, and suspended them for all time upon a sacred 
column, on which stood the statue of Immortality. 

Astolpho was amazed at all this, and asked his 
guide to explain it. He replied, ^^The old man lA 
Time. All the names upon the tickets would be im- 
mortal if the old man did not plunge them into the 
river of oblivion. Those clamorous birds which nuke 



Digitized by Gopgle 



▲6T0LBH0 IN ABTSSIKIA* 807 

Taiu efforts to save certain of the names aie flatterers, 
peoisioners, venal rhymesters, who do ^bmr best to 
rescue fipom ofal2iA>n the nnworthy names of tibeir 
patrons; bot all in vain; they may' keep them from 
their &te a httle while, but erelong the river of 
obUvion must swallow them all. 

^The swans, thai with lunrmimuNis aindna canry 
oartain names to the temple of Eternal M^ory, are 
the great poets, who save £rom oUiviim worse than 
death the names of thoee they judge worthy of im^ 
nunrtalily. BwaoB of this kind are rare. Let monntefas 
know the tme breed, and fiul not to nourish with 
care such as may chance to appear in their time.'' 
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WHEN Astolpho had descended to the earth 
with the precious phial, St. John showed 
him a plant of marvellous virtues, with w^hich lie 
told him he had only to touch the eyes of the king 
of Abyssinia to restore him to sight. That impor- 
tant service," said the saint, " added to your having 
delivered him from the Harpies, will induce him to 
give you an army wherewith to attack the Africans 
in their rear, and force them to return from France 
to defend their own country." The saint also in- 
structed him how to lead his troops in safety across 
the great deserts, where caravans are often ove^ 
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whelmed with moving columns of sand. Astolpho, 
fortified with ample instructions, remounted the Hip- 
pogriff, thanked liie saint, received his blessing, and 
took his flight down to the level coiintr)r. 

Keeping the course of the river Nile, he soon 
arrived at the capital of Abyssinia, and rejoined 
Senapns. The joy of the king was great when he 
heard again the voice of tlie hero who had delivered 
him from the Harpies. Astolpho touched his eyes 
with the plant which he had brought from the ter- 
restrial paradise, and restored their sight. The king's 
gratitude was unbounded. He b^ged liim to name 
a reward, promising to grant it, whatever it might 
be. Astolpho asked an army to go to the assistance 
of Charlemagne, and the king not only granted him 
a hundred thousand men, but offered to lead them 
himself. 

The night before the day appointed for the de- 
partnre of the troops, Astolpho mounted bis winged 

horse, and directed his flight towards a mountain, 
whence the fierce South-wind issues, whose blast 
ndses the sands of the Nubian desert, and whirls 
Aem onward in overwhelming clouds. The paladin, 
by the advice of St. John, had prepared himself with 
a leather bag, which he placed adroitly, with its 
month open, over the vent whence issues this terri** 
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Ue wind. At the first da^n of morning the wind 
rushed from its cavern to resume its dailjr conne, 
and was caught in the hag, and securely tied apt 
Astolpho, delighted with his prize, returned to his 
army, placed himself at their head, and commenced 
his march. The Abyssinians traversed without danger 
or difficulty those vast fields of sand which separate 
their country from the kingdoms of Northern Africa, 
. for the terrible South-wind, taken completely captive, 
had not force enough lefb to blow out a candle. 

Senapus was distressed that he could not furni&b 
any cavalry, for his country, rich in camels and ele- 
phants, was destitute of horses. This difficulty the 
saint had foreseen, and had taught Astolpho the 
means of remedying. He now put those means in 
operation. Having reached a place wlience he beheld 
a vast plain and the sea, he chose fi*om his troops 
those who appeared to be the best made and the 
most intelligent. These he caused to be arranged in 
squadrons at the foot of a lofty mountain which 
bordered the plain, and he himself mounted to the 
summit to carry into e£Pect his great design. Here he 
found vast quantities of fragments of rock and pebbles. 
These he set rolling down the niountain's side, and, 
wonderful to relate, as they rolled they grew in sise, 
made themselves bodies, legs, necks, and long fiices. 
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Nfist they began to neigh, to curvet, to scamper oQ 
fdl tides over the pkiii. Some weie bay, some rooiif 
Boiiie dapple, some bheatout. The troops at the foot 
of the mountain exerted themselves to catch these 
MW'-oreated horses, which ibey earily did, for the 
mirade bad bem so oonsiderate ae to ^vide all the 
hoiMi with bridles and saddles* ^tolpbo thus sad* 
denly found himself supplied with an excellent corps 
of eavalry, not fewer (as Archbishop Turpin asserts) 
than dghty thousand strong* With these troops A»» 
tdlpbo reduced all the country to subjection, and at 
last arrived before the walls of Agramant's capital 
Biserta, to whidi be kid iiege* 
We BuiBt now retain to the camp ai the Chris* 
tisns, which lay before Aries, to which city the Sara-* 
ceus had retired after being defeated iii a night attack 
led en by Rinaldo. Agramant here reoeived the 
tidings of the invasion of bis country by a fresh 
enemy, the Abysiinians, and learned that Biserta was 
in danger of falling into their hands. He took coun- 
sd of bis offieen, and decided to send an embassy to 
Charks, proposmg that the whole quarrel should be 
submitted to the combat of two warriors, one from 
cwh side, according to the issue of which it should 
^ decided which party should pay tribute to tbe 
otl^ and the war should cease* Charlmagne, who 
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had not heard of the favorable turn which affairs had 

m 

taken in Africa, readily agreed to this proposal, and 
Rinaldo was selected on iiiB part of the Ohristiaiis to 
sustain the combat. 

The Saracens selected Kogero for their champion. 
Rogcro was still in the Sairacen camp, kept there bjr 
honor alone, for his mind had been opened to the 
tmth of the Christian faith by the arguments of 
Bradamante, and he had resolved to leave the party 
<rf the infidels on the first fiivorable opportunity, and 
to join the Christian dde. - But his honor forbade him 
to do this while his former friends were in distress; 
and thus he waited for what time might bring forth, 
when he was startled by the annooncement that he 
had been selected to uphold the cause of the Saracens 
against the Christians, and that his foe was to be liir 
naMo, the brother of Bradamante. 

While Bogero was orerwhelmed with Ihis intelli- 
gence, Bradamante on her side fdt the deepest dis- 
tress at hearing of the proposed combat. If Rogero 
sthonld &I1, die Mt that no other man living wis 
worthy of her love; and if, on the other hind, 
Heaven should resolve to pimish France by the death 
of her chosen champion, Bradamante would have to 
deplore her brother, so dear to her, and be no lev 
Gonipletdy severed firom the olgect of her affectieai* 
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While the £ur lady gave herself up to these sad 
thoughts, die si^ encbantzesas Mdiasa, suddenly. ap- 
peared before her. ^Fear not, my dai^ter," taid 
she, ^^I shall find a way to interrupt this combat 
which so distresses you.'* 

Meanwhile Binaldo and Bogoro prepaied th^ 
weapons for the eonflict. &inaldo had the ch<Hoe, 
and decided that it should be on foot, and with no 
weapons but tlie battle-axe and poniard. The place 

aangned ym a plain between the camp of Ghade- 
magne and the walla of Aries. 

Hardly had the dawn announced the day appointed 
for this memorable combat, when heralds proceeded 
fiNMA both aidei to mark the lista* Brdong the Afin- 
Ctti troopa wevB eeen ta advance fipom the city, 
Agramant at their head; his brilliant* arms adorned 
in the Moorish fashion, his horse a bay, w*ith a white 
9tBr on his ftvehead. Bogero marched at his aide, and 
•ome of the greatest warriors of the Saracen camp 
attended him, bearing the various parts of his ai^mor 
and weapons. Charlemagne, on his part, proceeded 
fixMB hifl intrencfaments, ranged his troops in semi- 
circle, and stood surrounded by his peers and paladins. 
Some of them bore portions of the aimor of liinaldo, 
the celebrated Ogier, the Dane, bearing the helmet 
vhieh Binaldo took ficom Mamhrino* Duke Name 
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'of Bavaria and Salomon of Bretagne bore two axes, 
of equal weight, prepared for the occasion. 

The terms of the combat were then sworn to with 
tiie utmost solemnity by all parties. It was agreed 
that) if from either part any attempt was made to in- 
terrupt the battle, both combatants should turn their 
arms against the party which shonld be guilty oftke 
interruption; and both monarchs assented to the con- 
dition, that in such case the champion of the offending 
party should be discharged from his allegiance, and 
at liberty to transfer his arms to the other side. 

When all the preparations were concluded, the 
monarchs and their attendants retired each to his own 
side, and the champions were left alone. The two 
warriors advanced with measured steps towards eaeh 
other, and met in the middle of tlie space. They 
attacked one another at the same moment, and the 
air resounded with the blows they gave. Imparks flew 
from their battle-axes, while the velocity with wlneh 
they managed their weapons astonished the beholdei^. 
Rogero, always remembering that his antagonist was 
the brother of his betrothed, could not aim a deadly 
wound; he strove only to ward off those levelled 
against himself. Rinaldo, on the other hand, much 
as he esteemed Rogero, spared not his blows, for lie 
eagerly desired victory for his own sake, and {x the 
sake of his country and his fiuth. 
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The Saracens soon perceived that their champion 
fought feebly, and gave not to Rinaldo such blows 
as he receiyed bom hun* His disadvantage was so 
marked, that anxiety and shame were manifest on 
the countenance of Agramant. Melissa, one of tlie 
most acute enchantresses that ever lived, seized this 
iBoment to disguise herself under the form of Rodo- 
mont, that rude and impetuous warrior, who had now 
for some time been absent from the Saracen camp. 
Approaching Agramant, she said, ^^How could you, 
my lord, hare the itaiprudence of selecting a young 
man without experience to oppose the most redoubta- 
ble warrior of France ? Surt-ly you must have been 
icggrdless of the honor of your arms, and of the fate 
your empire I But it is not too late. Break with- 
out delay the agreement which is sure to result in 
your ruin.'* So saying, she addressed the troops who 
stood near. Friends," said she, follow me; under 
my guidance every one of you will be a match for a 
score of those feeble Christians/' Agramant, delighted 
at seing Rodomont once more at his side, gave his 
consent, and* the Saracens, at the instant, couched 
their lances, set spurs to their steeds, and swept down 
upon the French. Melissa, when she saw lier work 
tncoessfiil, disappeared. 

Rinaldo and Rogero, seeing the truce broken, and 
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the two amies engaged in ffsomi conflict, stoppid 
their battle; tbeir martial finy ceased at once, tfasy 

joined hands, and resolved to act no more on either 
sidci until it should be clearly ascertained which party 
had fiuled to obserre itg oath. Both renewed their 
promise to abandon jEbrever the party which had hm 
thus fabe and peijured. 

Meanwhile, the Christians, after the first moment 
of surprise, met the Saracens with couisage redonhkil 
by rage at the treachery of their foes. Guide the 
Wild, brotlier and rival of Kinaldo, Griffon and Aqui* 
lant, sons of Oliver, and numerous others whose 
names have already been celebrated in onr recilais, 
beat back the assailants, and at last, aiter prodigious 
slaughter, forced tliem to take shelter within the walla 
of Aries. 

We will now letum to Orlando, whom we hat 
heard of as furiously mad, and doing a thousand acts 
of violence in his senseless rage. One day he came 
to the borders of a stream which intercepted his 
course. He swam across it, for he could swim like 
an otter, and on the other side saw a peasant watering 
his horse. He seized the animal, in spite of the re* 
sistance of the peasant, and rode it with furious epeed 
till he arrived at the sea-coast, where Spain in divided 
from Africa by only a narrow strait. At the moment 
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of liis arrival, a vessel had just put off to cross the 
Itndt She was fbll of people who, with glass in 
hand, seemed to be taking a merzy fimwell of the 
knd, wafted by a favorable breeae. 
• The frantic Orlando cried out to them to stop and 
tdce him in; bnt they, having no desire to admit a 
madman to their company, paid him no attention. 
The paladin thought this behavior very uncivil ; and 
by force of blows made his horse carry him into the 
water in purstiit of the ship. The wretched animal 
soon had only his head above water; but as Orlando 
urged him forward, nothing was left for the poor 
beast but either to die or swim over to Africa. 

Aiready Orlando had lost sight of the bark; dis- 
tMice and the swell of the sea completely hid it from 
his sight. He continued to press his horse forward, 
titt at last it could struggle no more, and sunk be- 
neath him. Orlando, nowise concerned, stretched out 
liis nervous arms, puihug the salt water from before 
Ins mouth, and carried his' head above the waves. 
Fortunately they were not rough, scarce a breath of 
wind agitated the sur&ce; otherwise, the invinci- 
ble Orlando would then have met his death. But 
fintnne, which it is said favors fools, delivered him 
ttom this danger, and landed him safe on the shore 
of Ceuta. Here he rambled along the shore till he 

10 
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came to where the black army of Astolpho held its 
camp. 

Now it happened, just before this time, that a Tend 
filled with prisouera which Rodomont had takea at 

the bridge had airived, and, not knowing of the 
presence of the Abyssinian army, had sailed li^t 
into port, where of course the prisoners and their 
captors changed places, the former being set at liberty 
and received with all joy, the latter sent to serve in 
the galleys. Astolpho thus found himself snrroiuidfid 
with Christian knights, and he and .his finends were 
exchanging greetings and fehcitations, when a noise 
was heard in the camp, and seemed to increase every 
moment* 

Astolpho and his Mends seized their weapons* 
mounted their horses, and rode to the quarter whence 
the noise proceeded* Imagine their astonishment when 
they saw that the tnmult was caused by a single man, 
perfectly naked, and browned with dirt and exposure, 
but of a force and fury so terrible that he overturned 
{Jl that offered to lay hands on him* 

Astolpho, Dudon, Oliver, and Florismart gaaed at 
him with amazement* It was with difficulty they 
knew liim. Astolpho, who had been warned of bis 
condition by his holy monitor, was -the first to reeog* 
nize him* As the paladins closed xennd Orlaadoi 
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the madman dealt one and another a blow of his fist, 
which, if they had not been in armor, or he had had 
-any weapon, would probably have dMpatched them; 
as it was, Dudon and Astolpho measured their length 
on the sand* But f lorismart seized him &om behind, 
Sansonnet and another grasped his legs, and at hist 
they sooeeeded in securing him with rop^« They 
took him to the wateMide and washed hira well, and 
then Astolpho, having first bandaged lii^ moutli so 
that he could not breathe except through his nose, 
hrought iiiB precioas phial, uncorked it, and placed it 
adroitly under his nostrils, whea the good Orlando 
took it all up in one breath. O marvellous prodigy I 
The paladin recovered in an instant all his intelli* 
genee. He felt like one who had awaked from a paiu'- 
fiil dream, in which he had believed that mcmsters 
were about to tear him to pieces. He seemed pros- 
trated, sflent, and abashed. Flmsmart, Olirer, and As- 
tolpho stood gazing upon him, while he turned his eyes 
around and on himself. He seemed surprised to find 
himself naked, bound, and stretched on the sea-shoi;p. 
After a few moments he reoognixed his friends, and 
spoke to them in a tone so tender that they hastened 
to unUnd him, and to supply him with garments. 
Then they, exerted themselves to console him, to di- 
ttbiiah the wd^t with wUoh his spirits were op- 
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pressedi and to make him forget tliB wretdied eon* 
dition into which Jbe had been sunk. 

Orlando, in recovering his reason, found himself also 
delivered from his insane attachment to the queen of 
* Cathay. His heart felt now no further influenced by 
die recollection of her than to he moved with an 
ardent desire to retrieve his fame by some distin- 
guished exploit. Astolpho would gladly have yielded 
to him the chief command <£ the army, hot Oi^ 
lando would not take from the friend to whom he 
owed so much the glory of the campaign; but in 
everything the two paladins acted in concert, and 
united their counsels. They proposed to make a 
general assault on the city of Biserta, and were only 
waiting a favorable moment, when their plan was in- 
terrupted by new events. 

Agramant, after the bloody batde which Mowed 
the infraction of the truce, found himself so weak that 
he saw it was in vain to attempt to remain in France. 
So, in concert with Sobrino, the - bravest and most 
trusted of his chieb, he embarked to return to hk 
own conntry, having previously sent off his few re- 
maining troops in the same direction. The vessel 
which carried Agramant and Sobrino approached the 
shore where the army of Astolpho lay encamped be- 
fore Biserta, and, having discovered this fact before 
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il was too late, the king commanded the pilot to steer 
I eastward, with a view to Mek protection of the king 
of Egjpti. But the weather faeeoming rough, he con« 
! sent^ to the advice of his companions, and sought 
harbor in an iahnd which lies between Sicily and 
Afiiea^ Them he fennd Gradaso, the w«rUke king 
of Serioaae^ who had cooie to France to possess hin^ 
I self of the horse Bayard and the sword purindana^ 
, and, haying procured tx)th tiiese prizes, was returning 
to hia own country* 

The two kings, who had been companions in anna 
under the walls of Paris, embraced one another afiee*- 
tionalelj. Gciadaaio learned with regret ihe reveraea 
of Agramant, and offered him his troops and his 
person. Ue strongly deprecated resorting to Egypt 
for aid. " Remember the great Pompey," said he, 
*<aad shnn that fiital shore. My pW he eontinned, 
^ia iboBS I mean to challenge Orlando to sin^e conv* 
baL Possessed of such a sword and steed as mine, 
if he were made of steel or bronze, he could not 
eseape me. He being removed, there will be no difB* 
odiy in driving hack the Abyasiiuaiis. We will 
rouse against them the Moslon nations from the other 
side of the Nile, the Arabians, Persians, and Chal- 
deans, who will soon make flwMpna recall his army 
ta defend hia own territories/* 

I 
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Agmnumt ^pproynA thn advice eaoeept in one 

ticular. ^^It ia iar met" he, ^^to combat Or- 
lando i I caonot with honor devolve that duty on 
another/' 

*^Let na adept a third eooxse,*' said the aged im- 
rior iSobrino. ^^I would not willingly remain a fiimpk 
spectator of such a contest. Let us send three squires 
to the nhote of Afirioa to chaUeng^ Oriando and any 
two of his eotnpanicMis in anns to meet us three in this 
island of Lampedusa.** 

This counsel was adopted; the three squires sped 
on th«r waj; and now presented diemsdyes, and rs* 
hearsed their message to the Christian knights. 

Orlando was delighted, and rewarded the squires 
witli rich gifts. He had already resolved to seek 
Qradasso and compel him to restore Dorindana, which 
he had learned was in his possession* For his two 
companions, the Count chose his Mthfiil &iend lioiib- 
mart and his cousin Oliver. 

The three warrim embatiEed, and sailing with a 
fiiTomble wind, the second morning showed them, on 
their right, the island where this important battle wa^ 
to be fought. Orlando and his two companions, having 
landed, pitched their tent* Agramant had plaoed Us 
opposite. 

Next morning, as soon us Aurora brightened tb^ 
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edges 0£ tbe boriasoii, the warriora at both partieB 
anofid thenuielyes and moooted thnr horses* Thej 

took their positiousi face to j^e, lowered tlieir lances, 
placed them m rest, clapped spurs to their horses, and 
flew to the charge* Orlando met the chai^ of G»- 
daaso* The pahidin was wunoTedf but his hoise could 
not sustain the terrible shock of Bayard, tie recoiled, 
staggered, and fell some paces behind. Orlando tried 
to raise him, bat, finding his efforts unavailing, seised 
his shield, and drew his &mous Baliaardo* Meanwhile 
Agramaut and the brave OUver gained no advan- 
tage, one or the other; but Florismart unhorsed the 
King Sobrmo. Having hnnight hk foe to the gronnd. 
he would not pursue his victoxy, but hastened to al^ 
tack Gradasso, who had overthrown Orlando. Seeing 
him thus engaged, Orlando would not interfere, but ran 
irith sword iipnised opoa Sobrino, «>d with one Uow 
deprived him of sense and motion. BeUeving him 

dead, he next turned to aid lus beloved Florismart. 

ft 

That brave paladin, neither in hoise nor arms equal 
to his antagonist, coidd but pany and evade the Uowa 
of the terrible Durindaxuu Orlando, eager to sucoor 
him, was delayed for a niumeat in securing and 
momiting the horse oC the King Sobrino. It was bat 
an instant, and with sword upraised, he rushed upon 
Gmdasso; who, noways disconcerted at the onset of 
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this second foe, shouted his defiance, and thnist at 
him with his sword, but, having miscalculated the 

distance, scarcely reached him, and failed to pierce 
his mail. Orlando, in rettun, dealt him a blow with 
Balisardo, which wounded as it fdl, &ce, breast, and 
thigh, and, if he had been a little nearer, would have 

• 

cleft him in twain. Sobrino, by this time recovered 
£ecm his swoon, though severely wonnded^ raised hha* 
self on his legs, and looked to see how he mi^ 
aid his friends. Observing Agramant hard pressed by 
Oliver, he thrust liis sword into the bowels of the 
latter's horse, which fell, and bore down his master, 
entangling his leg as he fell, so that Oliver could not 
extricate himself. Florismart saw the danger of his 
friend, and ran upon Sobrino with his horse, ove^ 
threw him, and then turned to de&nd himself from 
Agramant. They were not unequally matched, for 
though Agramant, mounted on Brigliadoro, had an 
advantage over Florismart, whose horse was but in- 
different, yet Agramant had received a serious wound 
in his encounter with OUver. 

Nothing could exceed the fury of the encounter 
between Orlando and Gradasso. Durindana, in the 
hands of Gnidasso, clove asunder whateyer it stnask; 
but such was the skill of Orlando, who perfectly kne^ 
the danger to which he was exposed &om a stroke 
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of that weiqM)n, it had not yet struck him in such a 
va J at to inffitst a womid. MeanwUle, Oradaaso was 
Ihadiiig from many wounds, and his fage and ni« 

caution increased every moment. In his desperation, 
he lifted Durindana with both hands, and strack so 
taabk a Uow fall on the helmet of Orlando, that for 
a momeiit it stmrned the paladin. He dropped the 
reins, and his frightened horse scoured with him over 
die plain. Gradasso tamed to pnmie liini, bat at 
doit moment aaw Dorismart in veiy act al striking 
a fiital Uow at Agramant, whom he had unhorsed. 
Willie Florismart was wholly intent upon completing 
Us vktay, Ghradaaao plmiged hia iwofd into his side, 
fkrionart foil from Ua hone, and bathed the plain 
wkk his 'bhxxL 

Orlaudo recovered himself just in time to see the 
dead. Whether sage or grief predominated in his 
beast, I camurt tell; but, aeiadiig Baliaaido with fory, 
Us first blow foil upon Agramant, who was nearest 
to him, and smote liis head from his shoulders. At 
this siglit, Gradasso, for the first time, feh hia courage 
aiiik, and a dark presentiment of death eome over him. 
He hardly stood on his defence wh^ Orlando cast 
Umaalf upon him, and gave him a fatal thrust. The 
aweed penetsatod hia rihe, and came ool a pahnV 
Itteadth on the other aide of hia body. 

10* o 
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Thus fell beueath the sword of the most illustrioos 
paladin of France lihe bravest warrior of the Saracen 
host. Orlando then, as if despising his victory, leaped 
lightly to the groand, and ran to his dear friend 
Florismart, embraced liim, and bathed him with his 
tears. Flcnrismart still breathed. He coold even eanh 
mand his voice to utter a few parting words: ^^Dear 
friend, do not forget me, — give me your prayers,— 
and oh I be a brother to Flordelis.'' He died in attei^ 
ing her name. 

After a few moments given to grief, Orlando tamed 
to look for his other companion and his late foes. 
Oliver lay oppressed with the weight of his horse, 
from which he had in vain straggled to liberate him- 
self. Orlando extricated him with difficulty; he then 
raised Sobrino from the earth, and committed him to 
his squire, treating him as gently as if he had been 
his own brother. For this terrible warrior was the 

most generous of men to a fallen foe. He took Bay- 

« 

ard and Brigliadoro, with the arms of the conquered 
knights ; their bodies and their other spoils he remit- 
ted to their attendants. 

But who can tell the grief of Flordelis when she 
saw the warriprs return, and found not Florismart at 
usual after absence hasten to her side. She knew hj 
the aspect of the others that her lord was slain. At 
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ihe thought, and b^re the question could pass her 
she fell senfleless upon the ground. Whan hfii 
retomedi and she learned the truth of her worst fearsi 
she bitterly upbraided herself that she liad let him 
depart without her, might hsre saved him by 

a sin^ erf when his enemy dealt him. that treach^ 
0B8 blow, or I might have thrown myself between, 
and i^ven my worthless life for his* Or if no more, 
I mii^t have heard his last words, I might have given 
him a last kiss." So she lamented, and cootd not be 
c(Nnforted. 
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AFTER the interruption of the combat with Ri- 
naldo, as we have related, Rogero was per- 
plexed with doubts what course to take. The terms 
of the treaty required him to abandon Agraraant, who 
had broken it, and to transfer his allegiance to Charle- 
ma<xne ; and his love for Bradamante called him in 
the same direction ; but unwillingness to desert his 
prince and leader in the hour of distress forbade this 
course. Embarking, therefore, for Africa, he took his 
way to rejoin the Saracen army ; but was arrested 
midway by a storm which drove the vessel on a rock. 
The crew took to their boat, but that was quickly 
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swamped in the waTes, and Bogero with the reel 
were oompeUed to swim for their liyes. Then while 

buffeting the waves Bogero bethought liim of his sin 
in so' long delaying his Christian profession, and vowed 
in his heart tfaat^ if he shonld live to reach the land, , 
he would no longer delay to be baptiaed. His vows 
were heard and answered; he succeeded in reaching 
the shore, and was aided and relieved on landing by 
a pious hermit, whose cell overlooked the sea. From 
him he received baptism, having first passed some 
days with him, partaking his humble fare, and re- 
ceiving instraction in die doctrines of the Christian 
fiuth* 

While these things were going on, Binaldo, who 
had set out on his way to seek Gradasso and recover 
Bayard from Um, hearing on his way of ike great 
thbgB which were doing in Africa, repaired thith^ 
to bear his part in them. He arrived too late to do 
more than join his friends in lamenting the loss of 
Elorismart, and to rejoice with them in theur victory 
over the Pagan knights. On the death of their king, 
the Africans gave up the contest, Biserta submitted, 
and die Christian knights had only to dismiss their 
forces, and return home. Astolpho took leave of his 
Abyssiiuan army, and sent them back laden with 
spoil to their own country, not forgetting to intrust 
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to them Uie bag which held the winds, by means d 
wliich they were enabled to cross dn sandy desert 
again wMMmt danger, md did net iMie h lii thif 
reached thdr own coimtrjr. 

Orkndo now, with OliTer, who much needed the 
Hurgeon's care, and Sobrino, to whom equal attention 
was shown, saibd in a swift T e ase l to Sicily, bearing 
with him the body cf Fiorisaart, to be kid in Chii»- 
tian earth. Kinaido accompanied them, as did Sao- 
sonnet and the other Christian leaders. Arrived at 
Bidly, the Amoral was seteumiaBd with all die rites 
of religioa, and with the profonnd grief of those who 
had known Florismart, or had heard of his fame. 
Then they resumed their course, steering for Mar- 
seOles. Bnt Oliter's wound gfow worse instead of 
better, and his sufifiarings so distressed his fiiends that 
they conferred together, not knowing what to do. 
Then said p3ot, ^We are not ftr ftwi on isle, 
where a hdiy hermit dwells alone in the midst of the 
sea. It is said none seek his counsel or his aid in 
vain. He hath wrought marvellous cures, and if yitti 

resort to Aat holy man, without doubt he oati heal 
tlto knight.'' Orlando bade him steer thither, ao^ 

soon tiie bark was laid safely beside the londy jpokj 
the wounded man was lowered into their boat, and 
earned by wm to the hermit^ oelL It was tbs 
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fltmfi hemiit viih whooi Hogm had taken. nfog» 
after hia shipwjreck, by wiiom ha had hem baptiaeid, 
and with whom be was now atajring, abeorbed m 
aaered studies and meditatioiis. 
Tha holy mmA rwivei. Oriando and the xeat with - 

I kindoflsat and inquired tbair errand; and being tdd 
that they had come for help for one who, warriag 
tat the Chriatiaa finth^ waa htoio^^ to periloas paaa 
bgr e Bad woaiid« he atnigblway undertook the cue. 
His appUoations were simple, but they were secoxuled 
by his prayers* The paladin was soon relieved £com 

^ pain, iaad in a ftw days hia foot was perfectly reatiMrad 
to amuidneai* SobonOt as soon aa be permved the 

I holy numk per£b>rm that wonder, cast aside his false 

I pn^bet, and with contrite heart owned the true God, 
and demanded bai^wn at hk haada. The hmnil 

I granted hia request, and also by his pnyresa. restored 
him to health, while all the Christian knights rejoiced 

^ kk Us eouverson afaaoal as much as at the restoza^Mm 
9t Oliver.. Moua than dl, fiogero ielt joy and grati- 
tade, and daily grew in grace and faith* 

fiogero waa known by fame to all the Christian 
ka^hta, hot not evm Ruuddo knew* him by sight, 
tboai^ he had proved his prowess in oombaL Sohrino 
made bi^i known to tbem, and great waa the joy of 
^ when they foux^d one whose valor and courtesy 

I 
I 
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were renowned through the world no longw an enemy 
and unbeliever, but a convert and champion of the 
ttm faith. All prm alxnit I3ie knight; one grasps 
his hand, anoUier lodn him ftat m his embnce; hat 
more than all the rest, Binaldo cherished him, for be 
more than any knew his worth. 

It was not long befim Rogcro oonfided to his friend 
tfad hopes he entertained of a tmioo with his sister, 
and liiualdo iranklj gave his sanction to the proposal. 
But canses unknown to the paladin were at that veij 
time interposing obstacles to its success. 

The fiune of the beauty and worth cf Bradamaute 
bad reached the ears of the Grecian Emperor Constan- 
tine, and he had sent to Charlemagne to demand the 
hand of his niece £ir Leo, his son, and the hehr to hk 
dominions. Duke Aymon, her &ther, had aolj re- 
served his consent until he should first have spoken 
wiiii his son Binaldo, now absent. 

The warriors now prepared to resnme their rojs^ 
Rogero took a tender &rewell of the good hermit who 
had taught him the true faith. Orlando restored to 
him die horse and anns winch weie rqj^dy Us, not 
even asserting his cUun to Balisarda, that swmxi 
which lie himself had won from the enchantress* 

The hermit gave fak Uessing t^ die band, and the/ 
f^wifaarked. The paange was speedy, aad rery soaa 
they arrived in the harbor of Marseilles. 

•> 
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Astolpho, wlien he dkmissed his troops^ mounts 
ed the Hip^ogriff, and at ooe fl^ht shot over to 
fiardinia, ihenoe to CaE8ica» thence» toraing alightlj to 
the Jeft, hoveced aver Provence, and alight^yi iu the 
neighborhood of JMarseiUes. • There he cCd what he 
had been commanded to do by the holy taint; ha 
imhridled the Hippogrifl^ and tnmed him looaa to 
seeli; hia owa retreats, never more to be galled with 
saddle or bit. The horn had lost iU marvellous power 
ewet ainee the vint to the mooo. 

Aatolpho reached .Maraeillea the veiy d^jr when 
Orlando, Binaldo, Oliver, SobnnO} and Hogero arrived 
there. Charles had already heard the news of the 
flefeat of tha Saracen kings, and all the accompany* 
iog events* On learning the a^^roach of the gallant 
knights, he sent Ibrward some of his most illustrious 
aoUes to xeoeive them, and huuself, with the rest of 
his ooort, kings, dnksa, and peears, the queen, and a 
&ir and gorgioua band of ladies, set forward £rom 
Aries to meet thenu 

Ko sooner were the mutual greetings interchanged, 
than Orlando and his fiienda lad forward Bogero, and 
{presented him to the i^^mperor* They vouch him aon 
of Kogero, Duke of £Lisa, one of the most renowned 
of Omtiaii wamors, by adveae ferione stolen m hk 
ittfittoyt «Bd hrovght np by Saimeena in the ifiilse ftith, 
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now bj a kind Providence converted, and restored to 
fill the place his father once held among the foremu&t 
duunpions of the throne and Church. 

Rogero bad alighted from his hone, and stood 
respectfully before the Emperor. Charlemagne bade 
him remount and ride beside him ; and omitted nothing 
which might do him honor in sight of his martiil 
train. With pomp triumphal and with ftetive cheer 
the troop returned to the city; the streets were deee- 
mted with garknds, the hontea hong wi& ricii tq^ 
trf, and flawen ieil hke ndn np<m tte conqaering 
boat irom the bands of £Eur dames and damaelsi frcHU 
every balcony and window. So welcomed, the mightjr 
Emperor passed on tiD he reached tiie royal peheif 
where many days he feasted, Ugh in hall, with hb 
lords, amid tourney, revel, dance, and song. 

When Rinaldo told his lather, Duke Aymon, bow 
he Itad promised his sister to Rogero, his fiifher heard 
Mm with indignation, having eet hie heart on wmag 
her united to the Grecian Emperor's son. The Laii/ 
Beatrice, her mother, also appealed to BradaSMOto 
henelf to reject a kn^t who had neither iMe nor 
lands, and give the preferenee to <me wbo would nab 
her Empress of the wide Levant. But Bradamantci 
though req>ect forbade her to relbse her molhar'i 
entreaty, would not promise to do vrhaX Im hstfi 
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xepelled, and answered onlj with a sigh, imtil she 
was alone, and then gave a loose to tears. 

Meanwhile £ogMro» indyiant that a stnmger fihouid 
pne^pioe to rob him of. his bride, determined to seek 
the Prince of Greece, and defy him to mortal combat;* 
With this design he donned his acmor, hot exchanged 
his ccest and emUaaonmenti and bore instead a while 
uoiicom upon a crimson field. He chose a trustjjr 
iqahe, and, commanding him not to address him as 
Bflgsro, rods <m his quest. Having czosded the Ehine 
and the Anatrian countries into Huuffxyf he jfoUowed 
die course of the Panube till he reached Belgrade. 
TheacQ he saw the imperial ensigns spread, and white 
pav3ion8» thronged with troops, before the town. ¥pt 
Ae JEdoperar Constantine was laying siege to the 
city to recover it jfrom the Bulgarians^ who had taken 
it from bim not long balbie. 

A mar flowed between the oamp of the Enperor 
sod the Bulgarians, and at the m oment when Kog^aro 
approached, a skirmish had begun between the parties 
from either eamp, who had approedied the stream ibr 
the purpose of watering* The Greeks in that affioay 
were &m to one, and drove back the Bul^puians in 
precipitate rout. Bogero, seeing this, and animat^ 
only ky hia hatiad of the Gveeiaii prince^ dashed into 
ths middlo of the fljriiig nass, qaUiag alood on the 
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fogidves to torn. He eneoimtered fiiBt a leader of 
the Grecian host in splendid armor, a nephew of the 
Empuror, as dear to him as a son. Hogero's lance 
pierced shield and armor, and sttretdied the iTai^pidr 
breathless on the plain. Another and - aadther- feU 
before him, and astonishment and terror arrested the 
advance of the Greeks, while the Bulgarians, catch- 
ing courage from the cavalier, ittUy, ciiange front, 
and chase the Grecian troops, irbo fly in their tern. 
Leo, the prince, was at a distance • when this sudden 
skirmish rose, but not so far but that he could see 
distinctly, from an elevated positioii which he held, 
how the changed battle was all the work of one man, 
and could not choose but admire the bravery and 
prowess with which it was done. He knew by the 
blazonry displayed that the champion was not of 
the Bulgarian army, though he fumiriied aid to them. 
Although he suffered by his valor, the prince could t 
not wish liim ill, for his admiration surpassed his re- 
sentment. By this tune the Greeks had regained ^ 
river, and, crossing it by fording or* swimming, seme 
made their escape, leaving many more prisoners iu 
the hands of the Bulgarians. Rogero, learning froia 
some of the captives diat Leo was at a point some 
distance down the river, rode thidM with a view is 
meet him, but arrived not before the Greek prince 
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Iiad retired beyond the stream, and broken up the 

bric^. Day was spent, ttd ftogero^ weaned, looked 

round for a sheltcir for the iii^t» He fimnd it in a 

cottage, where he soon yielded himself to sepose. It 

80 happened, a knight who had narrowly escaped 

Bog^o'a awocd in the late battle $im found dbeltar 

ia the aame cottage, aad, recognifiog the armor of 

the nnknown knight, ea;3ily found means of securing 

• 

him as he slept, and next morning oarried him in 
ehaint, and delivered him to Ihe Smperor. By l»m 
he was in torn ddivered to his sister Theedofa, mother 
of the young kniglit, the first victim of Rogero's spear* 
By her he was cast into a dungeon, tiH her ingenuity 
CQold deyifle a death anffiei^tly peinful to eatiale her 
xeveoge. 

Bradamante, meanwhile, to escape her father's and 
aolher^a importunity, had begged a boon of Chade* 
magae, whidi the monarch pledged his royal word to 
grant; it was that ahe shouhl not be oompeUed to 
marry any one unless he should first vanquish her in 
single QQinbat. The Emperor, iherefpre, proeUmed a 
toiunament in these words: ^^He that would wed 
Duke Aymon's daughter nui0t contend with the sword 
against that dame, from the sun's rise to his setting; 

and if, in tbait time, he la not e(¥«ooine, the lady diaH 
be his." 
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Duke Aymon and the Lady Beatrice, though mnch 
incensed at the course things had taken, brought theic 
daughter to court, to await the day appointed for the 
tournament* Bradamante, not finding there him whom 
her heart required, distressed herself with doubts what 
could be the cause of his absence. Of all ^ncies, the 
most painful one was that he had gone away to leam 
to for^t her, knowing her &ther's and her mother'a 
opposition to their union, and despairing to contend 
against them. But 0 how much worse would be the 
maiden's woe, if it were known to her what her be- 
trothed was then enduring I 

He was plunged in . a dungeon where no ray of daj- 
light ever penetrated, loaded with chains, and scantily 
supplied with the coarsest food. No wonder despair 
took possession of his heart, and he longed for death as 
a relief, when one night (or one day, for both were 
equally dark to him) he was roused with the glare of 
a torch, and saw two men enter his cell. It was the 
Prince Leo, with an attendant, who had come as soon 
as he had learned the wretched fate of the brave knight 
whose valor he had seen and admired on the field of 
battle. Cavalier," said he, I am one whom thy . 
valor hath so bound to thee, that I wiUingly peril my 
own safety to lend thee aid." Infinite thanks I owe 
you,'* replied Rogero, **and the life you give me I 
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promise faitbiuUy to render back upon your call, and 
prompdy to stake it at all times for your service." 
The prince then told Rogero his name and rank, at 
hearing which a tide of contending emotions almost 
overwhelmed Eogero. He was set at hberty, and had 
his horse and arms restored to him. 

Meanwhile, tidings arrived of King Charles's decree 
that whoever aspired to the hand of Biadamante must 
first encounter her with sword and lance. Tlus news 
made the Grecian prince turn pale, for he knew he 
was no match for her in fight. Communing with him- 
self^ he sees how he may make his wit supply the place 
of valor, and employ the French knight, whose name 
was still unknown to him, to fight the battle for him. 
Rogero heard the proposal with extreme distress; yet 
it seemed worse than deatli to deny the first request 
of one to whom he owed his life. Hastily he gave 
his assent to do in all things that which Leo should 
command." Afterward, bitter repentance came over 
him; yet, rather than confess his change of mind, 
death itself would be welcome. Death seems his only 
remedy; bat how to die? Sometimes he thinks to 
make none but a feigned resistance, and allow her 
sword a ready access, for never can death come more 
happily than if her hand guide the weapon. Yet this 
will not avail, for, unless he wins the maid fer the 
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Ghr^sk princti Us debt n^ft^f wtpsidL £b JuA fush 
bed to maintain a real, not a feigned encounter* Ha 

y/i]l tUeu ka^^y hx% word, and hauish everjr tlv^uglit 
firom Ilia bosuiu except that which moved him to mior 
tain his tnith* 

The young prince, xkhly attendedf aet out, and 
with liim Kogturo. They arrived at rariii, but Leo 
prefenred not to enter the city, and pitched bis teute 
without the walla, making known hii asrimd to 
Charlemagne by an embassy. Tha monaxch waa 
pieasedi and te^tilicd Im courtesy by visits aud 
The prince set forth the purpose of hk coming, and 
prayed the £mperor to dispatch his auit,'«-^to send 
forth the damsel who refused ever to take in wedlock 
any lord iul'erior to herself iu iight i for she should 
be hia bfide^ or he would perish beneath h«r aword." 

Rogero passed the night before the day aiiwgwipd 
&)v the battle like that which the ieloa spends, cou- 
demucd to pay the forfeit of his life on the eui>uiug 
day. He' chose to fight with aword only, and on foot, 
for he would not let her see Frontuno, knowing thai 
she would recognize the steed. Nor would he use 
Baii^arda, lor a^aiui>t that enchanted blade all armor 
woul4 be of fio avail, and the sword that he did take 
he hammered well upon the edge to abate its shaxp* 
ness. He wore the surcoat of Prince Leo, and his 

{ 
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rikfeld, emUnmed ^th a golden, double-headed eagle. 
Tlie junnce took care to let himself be sem hy vmB. 

Bradamante, meanwhile, prepared herself for tlie 
combat &r diSerentlj. Instead of blunting the edge 
of her fiJehion, she whets the steel, and would hia 
infhae into h her own acerbity. As the moment ap- 
I proached, she seemed to have fire within her veins, 
I and waited impatiently for the trumpet's sound. At 
I the signal, she drew her sword, and fell with fiiry 
{ npon h^ £<^ero« Bat as a well-built wall or aged 
rock stands unmoved the fuxy of the storm, so Bogero, 
^ clad in those arms which Trojan Hector once wore, 
irMistood the strokes which stormed abont his bead 
and breast and flank. Bparks flew firom his shieM, 
his helm, his cuirass; firom direct and back strokes, 
aimed now high, now low, falling thick and fast, like 
ha&feonea on a cottage roof; bat Rogero, with ddHul 
ward, tanm them aside, or receives diem where his 
armor is a sure protection, careful only to protect him- 
self, and with no thought of striking in return. Thus 
the hours passed away, and, as the sun approached the 
west, the damsdl began to despaur. Bat so much the 
more her anger increases, and she redoubles her ^ 
forts, like the craftsman who sees his work imfinished 
while the day is wdlni^ spent. O miserable dam- 
id I didst thoa know whom dioa wouldst kill, — if, in 
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thftt cftVAlior FFMitfrh i^ BffliiiHt Ihfid tluni dkiit bol 
kuow Hogero, on whom thy Yery li&^hreads hangi 
mher than kill him thoa wouldat kill thyatl^ 6r he 
IS dearar to thee than life. 

King Cliarlea and the peeK% who thought the cavar 
lier to be the Grecian prince, viewing such focoe and 
aldll eadiibited, and how witboat aaaaalting her tha 
kni^ defended himael^ wefo filled widbi tdminHai^ 
and declared the chamjdona well matc^edi and werthj 
of each other. 

When the sun was aet, CHMudeiDagne gave mgr 
nal tot tanninaling the oonleeti and JBifadanatti% wii 
aiwarded to Prince JLeo aa a bride. Begecot in 
distress^ returned to lib tent. Thete Leo unlaced his 
hdmet, and kiaaed him m hoOi eheeki. ^Henoc' 
ferthi" said he» ^ do with me as yon ^eaae, &r yea 
cannot eidiaust my gratitude.'' Rogero rfi|ilifid litda» 
laid aside the ensigns lie liud worn, and resumed the 
unioom, ihm haated to withdraw himadf from dl 
eyei* When it WM midnight he xoae, saddled Frc/t 
tino, and sallied &om his tent, taking that directioa | 
wlxich pleased his steed. All night he rode absorbed 
in Utter woe, and calkd on Death as alone eepaUi 
of relieying his sufferings* At laat he mteied * | 
forest, and penetrated into its deepest recesses. Thfi^e 
he uiiliaiuessed Frontino, and suffered him to waAltf 

Digitized by G()c)^I(^ 



BOGEBO AND BBADAMAlilE. 243 



ground, and poured forth &uch bitter wailings that the 
birds and beasts, for none else heard him, were moved 
to pity with his cries. 

Not less im the dktrBSS of the lady Bradamante, 
who, rather than wed any one hot Bogero, resolved 
to break her word, and defy kindred, court, and 
ChaitaBiagne himself; and, if nothing else would do, 
to dieu But xdief came from an unexpected qiiirter* 
Marphisa, sister of Rogero, was a heroine of warlike 
prowess e(^ual to Bradamante- She had been the 
ooatdante of dieir lores, tnd Mt hardly less distKH 
than themselTes at seeiag the perils which threatened 
thi^ union. They are already muted by mutual 
TOWS,*' she said, and in the sight of Heaven what 
more is neocssary?'' Fall of this thought dbe pr^ 
flSBted hendf before Charkmagne, and declared diai 
she herself was witness that the maiden had spoken to 
Rogero those words which they who marry swear; 
and thai ihsb eompact was so sealed between the pafa 
that they wore no longer free, nos^cooU. forsake, the 
one the other, to take another spouse. This her 
anertion she offered to prove, in single combat, against 
Prinee Leo, or any one else» 

Charlemagne, sadly perplexed at this, commanded 
Bradamante to be called, and told her what the bold * 
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Marpbisa had declaied. Bradamante neither denied 
ncMT cmflfnied the atBtement, bat hong her head, and 
kept nlence. Duke Aynum wia enraged, and woold 
flun have set aside the pretended contract on the 
ground that, if made at all, it must have been made 
beltne Rogero was bapliseJ, and dMseftm Toid. But 
not so thought Rinaldo, nor the good Orlando, and 
Charlemagne knew not which waj to decide, when 
Marphisa spoke thus: — 

**Sinee no 6ne else can many the nudden wUk 
my brother lives, let the prince meet Rogero in mor- 
tal combat, and let him who survives take her for 
his bridu." 

Thb sajing pleased the Emperor, and was accepted 
by the prince, for he thon^t that, Ij the aid of las 

unknown champion, he should surely triumph in the 
fight. Proclamation was therefore made for llogero 
to qppear and defSsnd his suit; and Leo, on his part, 
cansed search to be made on all sidea finr the kni^ 
of the Unicorn. 

Meanwhile Rogero, overwhelmed with despair, lay 
fltretched on the ground in the forest night and day 
witiiont food, conrting death. Here he was discovered 
by one of Leo's people, who, finding him resist all 
attempts to remove him, hastened to his master, who 

. was not ftr off, and brought him to the spot As he 

« 
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approached, he heard words which conTinced him that 
love was the cause of the knight^s despair; but no 

clew was given to guide him to the object of that love. 
Stooping down, the prince embraced the weeping war- 
rior, and, in the tenderest accents^ said: Spare not, 
I entreat you, to disclose the cause of your distress, 
for few such desperate evils betide mankind as are 
wholly past cure. It grieves me mtmh that you would 
bide your grief from me, for I am bound to you by 
ties that nothing can xmdo. Tell me, then, your grief, 
and leave me to try if wealth, art, cmining, ibrce, or 
persuasion cannot relieve you. If not, it will be time 
enough, after all has been tried in vain, to die." 

He spoke in such movmg accents, that Kogero 
could not choose but yield. It was some time before 
he could command utterance ; at last he said, " My 
lord, when you shall know me for what I am, I doubt 
not you, like myseli^ will be content that I should die. 
Know, then, I am that Rogero whom you liave so 
much cause to hate, and who so hated you that, inr 
tent on putting you to death, he went to seek you at 
your father's court. This I did because I could not 
submit to see my promised bride borne off by you. 
But, as man purposes and God disposes, your great 
courtesy, well tiied in time of sore need, so moved 
my fixed resolve, that I not only laid aside the hate I 
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bore, but purposed to be your friend foreyer. Yam. 
then asked of me to win for yoa the lady Bzadft> 
mante, which was all one as to demand of me my 
heart and souL You know whether I served yoa 
fidthfidly or not* Yonn is tho kdy ; possess h&t in 
peaoe; bat ask dm not to live to see it. Be content 
rathex that I die; for vows have passed between myi- 
self and her which forbid that while I hve she can 
lawftdly wive with another/' 

So filled waa gentle Leo. with aatomshment at time 
words, that for a while he stood silent, with hps un- 
moved, and steadfast gaze, hke a statue* And the di»* 
covery that the stranger was Rogero not only absted 
not the good-will he bore him, but increased it, so 
that his distress for what Jiogero suffered seemed equal 
to his own. For this, and because he would appear 
deservedly an Bmperor's son, and, though in other 
things outdone, would not be surpassed in coortesy, 
he says: ^^Kogero, had I known, that day when your 
matchless valor routed my troops, that you were 
Rogero, your virtue would have made me your own, 
as then it made me while I knew not my foe, and I 
should have no less gladly rescued you from Theodo- 
ra's dungeon. And if I would willingly have done ao 
then, how much more gladly will I now restoie the 
gift of which you would rob yourself to confer it upon 
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DM. The dmuel is mcM doe to you tiban to me, and 
tfaoi^ I know bar worth, I would forego not only 
her, but life itself, rather than distress a knight like 
you." 

Thia a&d mudi more he said to the same iBt^f 
till at last Bogeffo relied, ^^I yield, and am content to: 
fire^ and thus a second time owe my life to you.^ 

But several days elapsed before Regero was so fiur 
restored as to retmn to the royal residence, where an 
embassy had arrived fipom the Bulgarian princes to seek 
the knight of the unicom, and tender to him the 
crown of that country, in place of their king, faUeil 
in battle. 

Thus were things situated when Prince Leo, leading 
by the hand Kogero, clad in the battered armor in 
wfaieh he had sustained the conflict with Bradamante, 
presented himself before the king. Behold," he said, 
*^the champion who maintained &om dawn to setting 
sun the arduous contest; he comes to claim the guer^ 
don of the fight/* King Charlemagne, with all his 
pemige, stood amazed; for all believed that the Gre- 
cian prince himself had fought with Bradamante. 
Then stepped forth Marphisa, and said, " Since Rogero 
is not here to assert his rights, I, his sister, undertake 
his cause, and will maintain it against whoever shall 
dare dispute his claim.'' She said this with so much 
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anger and disdain, that the prince deemed it no longer 
wise to feign, and withdrew fiogero's helmet from his 
brow, sajiiig, Behold him here I " Who can de- 
scribe the astonishment and joy of Marphisal She 
ran and threw her arms abont her brother's neck, 
nor would give way to let Charlemagne and Kinaldo, 
Orlando, Dudon, and the rest who crowded round, 
embrace him, and press friendly kisses on his brow. 
The joyful tidings flew fast by many a messenger to 
Bradamante, who in her secret chamber lay lamenting. 
The blood that stagnated about her heart flowed at 
that notice so fiist, that she had wellnigh died for joy 
Duke Aymon and the Lady Beatrice no longer with- 
held their consent, and pledged their daughter to the 
brave Rogero before all that gallant company* 

Now came the Bulgarian ambassadors, and, knoeling 
at the feet of Bogero, besought him to return with 
them to their country, where, in Adrianople, the crown 
and sceptre were awaiting his acceptance. Prince Leo 
united his persuasions to theirs, and promised, in las 
royal Other's name, that peace should be restored on 
their part. Rogero gave liis consent, and it was sur- 
mised that none of the virtues which shone so conspic- 
uously in him so availed to reconunend Rogero to tbe 
Lady Beatrice, as the hearing hssr fatcae BCSt-istiKtr 
saluted as a sovereign prince. 
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AFTER the expulsion of the Saracens from France, 
Charlemagne led his army into Spain, to punish 
Marsilius, the king of that country, for having sided 
with the African Saracens in the late war. Charle- 
magne succeeded in all his attempts, and compelled 
Marsilius to submit, and pay tribute to France. Our 
readers will remember Gano, otherwise called Gan, 
or Ganelon, whom we mentioned in one of our earlv 
chapters as an old courtier of Charlemagne, and a 
deadly enemy of Orlando, Rinaldo, and all their 
friends. He had great influence over Charles, from 
equality of age and long intimacy; and he was not 

11* 
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without good quaUities: he .wa^i brave aiid sagacious, 

but envkms, &bd, and tmahetons. Gan pranilei 
on Chalks to aend hha as aaabassador to Man3iiii» 

to arrange the tribute. He embraoed Orhmdo ow 
and over again at taking leave, using such pains to 
aeeu kwing and smoerst thai his hypocrisy wss masoi^ 
fest to avery one but the old monaich. He habmi 
with equal tenderness on Oliver, who aaxiled con- 
temptuously in his face, and thought to liimsell^ "You 
maj make as many fidr speeches as yon choosoi bat 
yon lie." All the other pabdins* who were pres^ 
thought the mxk^ and they said as much to tlie 
Emperor, adding, that Gan should on no account be 
wot ambassador to the Spamaida. Bat Cbades wai 
infatuated* 

Gan was received with great honor by Marsihus* 
The king, attended by his lords, came fifteen miles 
oat of Saragossa to meat him, and then condnctod 
him into the city with acclamations. Thm w«ft 
nothing for several days but balls, games, and e^bi- 
tions of chivalry, the ladies throwing flowers on As 
beads of the Freneh knights^ and the people ahonring^ 
France 1 Moontjoy and St Denis I " 
Af ter the ceremonies of the first reception, the king 
and the ambassador began to understand one andben 
One di^ they sat together in a garden on the border 
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I <^ a £iimtaiii* The water was ao dmc and smootk 

it reflected every object around, and the spot was 
I endrelecl' wiStk fridt^tareeB which qiiii>ered wkh ihe 
fresh air. As tiiqr sat and talked, as if without 
I restraint, Gan, without looking the king in the &ce, 
I was enabled to see tlie expression of liis countenance 
in tiie water, and governed his q^eeek aooordingly. 
Marsilios was equally adrcnt, and watched the fiice 
of Gan while he addressed him. MarsiUus began by 
I laincuting, not as to tlie ambassador, but as to tlie 
friend, tlie injuries whidi Charies had done him by 
invading his dominions, charging him with wishing to 
take his kingdom from him, and give it to Orlando; 
till at length he plainly uttered liis belief that, if that 
amUtious pakdln were hut dead, good men would 
get their ri^bts. 

Gan heaved a sigh, as if he was unwillingly com- 
pelled to allow the force of what the king said ; but, 
unable to contain himadf hmg, he Bfted up his free, 
radiant vritb triumphant wickedness, and exclaimed: 
Every word you utter is truth; die he must, and die 
also must Oliver, who struck me that foul blow at 
court Is it treachery to punidi affimts like these? 
I have planned everything, — I hare settled every- 
thing already with their besotted master. Orlando 
yfM come to your borders, — to Roncesvalles, 
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for the purpose of receiving the tribute. Charles 
will await him at the foot of the mountains. Orlando 
will bring but a small band with him: yon, when yon 

meet him, will have secretly your whole army at your 
back. You surround him, and who receives tribute 
then?'* 

The new Judas had scarcely uttered these words 

when his exultation was interrupted by a change in 
the &ce of nature. The sky was suddenly overcast, 
lliere was thunder and lightning, a laurel was split in 
two from head to foot, and the Carob-tree under 
which Gan was sitting, which is said to be the species 
of tree on which Judas Iscariot hung himsdf, dropped 
one of its pods on his head. 

Marsilius, as well as Gan, was appalled at this 
omen; but on assembling his soothsayers they came 
to the conclusion that the laurel-tree turned the omen 
against the Emperor, ihe success<Nr of the Casazs, 
though one of them renewed the consternation of 
Gan by saying that he did not understand the mean- 
ing of the tree of Judas, and intimating that perhaps 
the ambassador could explain it. Gan relieved his 
vexation by anger; the habit of wickedness prevailed 
over all other considerations; and the king prepared 
to march to Roncesvalles at the head of all his forces. 

Gan wrote to Charlemagne to say how humbly and 
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tnbmissively Maniliiui was coming to pay the tribute 
into the hands of Orhmdo, and how handsome it 
would be of the Emperor to meet him half-way, and 
80 be ready to leceive him after the payment at his 
camp. He added a brilliant account of the tribute, 
and the accompanying presents. The good Emperor 
wrote in turn to say how pleased he was Avith the 
ambassador's diligence, and that matters were arranged 
precisely as he wished. His court, however, had its 
suspicious still, though they httle thought Gau's object 
in bringing Charles into the neighborhood of Ilonces^ 
valles was to deliver him into the bands of Marsilius, 
after Orlando should have been destroyed by him. 

Orlando, however, did as his lord and sovereign 
desired. He went to Koncesvalles, accompanied by a 
moderate train of warriors, not dreaming of the atroci- 
that awaited him. Gan, meanwhile, had hastened 
back to France, in order to show himself free and 
easy in the presence of Charles, and secure the suc- 
cess of his plot} while MaisiUus, to make assurance 
doubly sure, brought into the passes of Honcesvalles 
no less than three aimies, which were successively to 
ML on the paladin in case of the worst, and so extin- 
guish him with numbers. He had also, by Gan*8 
advice, brought heaps of wine and good cheer to be 
set before his victims in ihe first instance; **fbr that,** 
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laid the traitor, will render the onset ihe more effec- 
tive, the feasters being unarmed. One thing, how* 
ever, I must not forget," added he; ^^my son Bald- 
win is sure to be with Orlando; you must take care 
of his life for my sake.'' 

give him this vestore off my own body," said 
the king; *^let him wear it in the battle, and have 
no fear. My soldiers shall be directed not to touch 
him." 

Gan went away rejoicing to France. He embraced 
the sovereign and the court all round with the air 
of a man who had brought them nothing but bless- 
ings, and the old king wept for very tenderness and 
dehght. 

**Sometliing is going on wrong, and looks very 
black," thonght Malagigi, the good wizard; ^^Rinaldo 
is not here, and it is indispensably necessary that he 
' should be. I must find out where he is, and Ricci- 
ardetto too, and send for them with all speed." 

Malagigi called up by his art a wise, terrible, and 
cruel spirit, named Ashtaroth. ^^Tell me, and lell 
me truly, of Hinaldo," said Malagigi to the spirit. 
The demon looked hard at the paladin,' and said 
nothing. His aspect was clouded aod violent. 

The enchanter, with an aspect still cloudier, bade 
Ashtaroth lay down that look; and made signs as if 
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he would resort to angrier compulsion; and the devil, 
alarmed, loosened his tongue, and said, **You have 
not told me what joa desire to know of Rinaldo.** 

desire to know what he has been doing, vkd 
where he is.'* 

"He has been conquering and baptizing the world, 
east and west,*' said the demon, **and is now in 
I 'Bgjft with Ricciardetto." 

I ^*And what has Gan been plotting with Mar- 
! tOios?** inqnired Malagigi; *^and what is to come 
of it?'' 

know not," said the devil* ^'I was not at- 
tending to Gan at the time, and we fallen spirits 

! know not the fiitare. All I discern is that by the 

I signs and comets in the hearens something dreadful 
is about to happen, — something very strange, treacb* 

I erous, and bloodj ; — and that Gan has . a seat ready 

I prepared for him in hell." 

I ^Within three days," cried the enchanter, loudly, 

bring Einaldo and £icciardetto into the pass of E.on* 

cesvalles. Do it, and I hereby undertake to summon 

Aee no num.'* 
» 

{ "Suppose they will not trust themselves with me?" 
j said the spirit. 

^Enter BiaaMo's hoarse, and bring him, whether ho 
trust thee ar not." 
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**It shall be done," returned the demon. 
There was an eMthqwatfti and Jbhtatotfai disap- 
peared* 



MarsiUus now made hk fiiat movement towazds ik» 

destruction of Orlando, hj sending before hun his 
vassal. King Blanchardin, with his presents of wines 
end other hxories. The temperate but courleoni 
hero took them in good part, and distributed tbeoi ss 
the tcaitor wished; and then Blanchardin, on pretence 
of going forward to salute Charlemagne, returned, and 
put himself at the head of the second army, which 
was the post assigned him by his lieg^ord* Ki^g 
Falseron, whose son Orlando had slain in battle* 
headed the first army, and King Balugante the thild. 
.HacsQiiis made a qpeech to them, in which he let 
ihem into his design, and condnded bj xeconunend- 
mg to .their good-will the son of his &iend GaUt 
whom they would know by the vest he had sent liixn, 
and who was the only soul amongst the Chrisdiiis 
they were to spare* 

This son of Gan, meanwhile, and several of tbe 
paladins, who distrusted the misbelievers, and were 
anzions at all events to be with Orlando, had joined 
the hero in the &ted valley; ao that the little Cfao»* 
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tian host, considbring the tremendous valor of their 
lord aiid his friends, were not to be sold for nothing* 
Binaldo, alas! the second thunderbolt of Christendom, % 
was destined not to be tiiere in time to meet the 
issue* The paladins in vain begged Orlando to be on 
his guard against treachery, and send for a more 
numerous body of men. The great heart of Ae 
Champion of the Faith was unwilling to harbor sus- 
picion as long as he could help it. He refused to 
summon aid which might be superfluous ; neither 
would he do anything but what his liege-lord had 
directed. And yet he could not wholly repress a 
misgiving. A shadow had £dlen on his heart, great 
and cheerful as it was. The anticipations of his 
friends disturbed him, in spite of the fiiee with Which 
he met them. Perhaps by a certain foresight he fdt 
his death approaching; but he felt bound not to en- 
courage the impression. Besides, time pressed ; the 
moment of the looked-for tribute was at hand, and 
Htde combinations of circumstances determine often the 
greatest events. 

King Marsilius was to arrive early next day with 
ike tribute^ and OUver, with Ae mommg sun, rode 
forth to reconnoitre, and see if he could discover the 
peaceful pomp of the Spanish court in the distance. 
He rode up the nearest height, and from the top of it 
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beheld the army of Marailius alxaady iarmiqg in 
the passes. ** 0 devil Gan," he exclaimed, ** this, 
then is the comnmmatMn of llij 'Ubossr'- (Wv«r 
pnt spovB to his horse, and gsHoped hack dovn thsp 
mountain to Orlando. * - 

Well," cried the hero, " what news ? " - - 

^Bad news,'' said his odisin, **8ach as 70a waokb 
not hear of yesterdaj. Mamliiia is hero in anos^ and: 
all the world is with him." 

The paladins pressed round Orlando, and entreated-- 
him to sound his hom, in token that he needed fadp*; 
His only answer was to mount his hocse, and ride up^ 

« 

the mojuntain with Sansonetto. 

As soon, however, as he cast forth his eyes, and 
beheld what was roond about him, he turned in sop* 
row, and looked down into Koncesvalles, and said, 

O miserable valley I the blood shed in thee this day 
will color thy name Ibrever/* 

Oriando's Uttle canq^ were furioiis ag^nst the Sarsr 
oens. They armed themselves with the greatest im* 
patience. There was nothing but lacing of helrneti- 
and mounting <tf hmea, while good Archbishop TiuH 
pin went from rank to rank exhorting and encourag- 
ing the warriors of Christ. Orlando and his captaina 
withdrew for a moment to eonsollatioD. He fiurly 
groaned tor sorrow^ and at first had not a word-tot 
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flay wretched he felt at having brought \m people^ 

to die in Roncesvalles. Then he said: ^^If it had< 
astered into my heut to conceive the king of Spain 
to' be looh A viilaiRi iMnrer would joo'^Jiave seen this* 
day. He has exchanged with me a thousand cour* 
tesies and good words; and I thought that the worse 
enemies we had been before, the better fiiendt we 
had become now. I fiuicied eveiy bamaa being capa* 
ble of this kind of virtue on a good opportunity 
saving, indeed, such base-hearted wretciies as can never 
fingjve theit r&rj forgivers; and of these I did not 
suppose bim to be one. Let us die,- if die we must, 
hke honest and gallant men, so that it shall be said of 
us, it was only our bodies that died. The reason 
wbj I did not sound the horn #atf pafdy because T 
thought it did not become us, and partly because our 
H^e-lord could hardly save us, even if he heard it." 
And with these words Orlando sprang to his horse, 
cr}ing, **Away, against the Saracens I" But be* had 
no sooner turned his &ce, than he wept bitterly, and 
said, **0 Holy Virgin, think not of me, the sinner 
Olando, but have pity on these thy servants 1 " 

-And now, with a miglity dust; and an infinite 
sound of horns and tambours which came fillhig the 
valley, the first army of the infidels made its appear- 
ance, bones neighing, and a thousand pennons flying 
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in the air. Bjng Ptlseroii led dMm en, saying tii Ui 
officers : Let nobody dai^ to lay a finger on QilaadA. 

He belongs to myself. The revenge of my sou s deatli 
is mine. I yriSl cat the man dewn thit c<mm 1m- 
tween tw.** 

Now friends," said Orlando, ^ every maa hr Urn- 
Self, and St. Michael for us all I There is not one 
liere that is not a perfect knight.** And K# bi^ 
irell say it, for the Aomf^ of all Frmoe "vras tfam, 
except fiinaldo and Kicciardetto,—- every man a picked 
man, all friends and constant companions of Orlando. 

So tiie captains ef tlie litde tr<Mp and of tibe great 
army sat looking at one another, and eing^ing oae 
anotlier out as the latter came on, and then the 
knights put spear in rest, and ran for a while two and 
two in snceesrion, one against tiie odier. 

Astolpho was tbe first to move. He nn against 
Arlotto of Soria, and thrust his aatagonist's body out 
of the saddle, and his soul into the other world. 
(Miver oiconntered Malpvlmo, and, though hm ie» 
ceived a thrust which hurt him, sent his lance right 
through the heart of Malprimo. 
' Falseron wacT datcmted at thk Uenr. '^Trvlji* 
thought he, **this k a marvd.'' Oliver did not ptm 
on among the Saracens, his wound was too pain&l; 
but Orlando now put himself and his whole band in 
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motion, and you may guess what an uproar ensued. 
TIm wmi of tiu) rattling of Uows and helmets ym 
AS if ih^ forge of Vokaii had baea thsawn open. 
Falsenm bohieid Oflando ooming so furiously, that he 
thought hiiu a Lucifer who had burst his elmiii, and 
im qdtr of waotiaer mfaid thant when he porpooed to 
hK^e him all to himself. On the oontrazj^ he reoom- 
mended himself to his gods, and turned away, mean- 
ing to wait for a more auspicious season of revenge. 
Bet Orlando heiied hiaa^ with e temUe roiee^ spying* 
ihou traitocl was this the end to which old quar- 
rels were made up?" Xheja he dashed at Falseron 
with a fury so swift, and at the same time with a 
maslerf of his hnee so marvelloaa, that, though 
phmged it in the man's body so as instantly to kill 
him, and then withdrew it, the body did not move 
in tlie aeddku The hero himself as he mshed ast» 
was fittft to see the end of a stroke so perfeet, 
end turning his horse back, touched the carcasa with 
his sword, and it fell on the instant I 

When the ittfidds bfheM tbur leader dead, such 
fear fell upon ihem that the/ weoe for leaving the 
field to the paladins, but they were unable* Marsihus 
• had drawn the rest of his forces round the valley 
Be m net| so that their «|lieiilders were tmrned in vain. 
Qriaado rode into the ihiek of themi and wherefer 
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he went tluinderbolts. fell upou, helmets. 01i¥er was 
again in the fray, with Waker and Baldwin, A vino * 
and AvoSq, wUIb ArchUsbop Tnrpk had changed-- 
hk craier for a lanoe^ and ehaaed a msw flock befon 
him to the mountains. 

Yet what could be done against fees without num* 
ber? Manilhis constantly poors them in* The pakb*- 
dms are as units to thousands* Why tarry the hocsea - 
of Binaldo and Bicciardetto ? 

The horses did not tarry, Imt fate had been qoicker -* 
than enchantment. Ashteroth had presented himself 
to Kinaldo in Egypt, and, afler telling his errand, lie 
and Foul-mouth, his servant, entered the horses of 
Rinaldo and Bicetardetto* which began to neigh, and 
snort, and leap with the fiends within them, till off 
they flew through the air over the pyramids and 
acmss the desert, and reached Spain and the scene 
of action just as ManriUns brought up Uo tiiird aarnaj. 
The two paladins on their faorses dropped right into 
the midst of the Saracens, and began making such 
havoc among them that MarstlluB, who overlooked 
the fight from a mountain, thou^ his soldiers had 
turned against one another. Orlando beheld it, and 
guessed it could be no other but liis cousins, and 
pressed to meet them* Oliver coming up at the 
same moment, the rapture of the whole parfy is not 
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to be espressed. After a few hasty words of explana- 
tion they were forced to turn again upon the enemy, 
wli«»e.;numbeiB Beemed perfectly withimt limit. 

Orlando, maldng bloody* passage towards Macsili- 
us, struck a youth on the .head, whose helmet was 
so strong as to resist the blow, but at the same time 
flew o£ Orlando prepared to strike a second blow^- 
wbem the yoath exclaimed, Hold I you loved my 
&tber ; I am Bujaforte I " The paladin had never 
seen Bujaforte, but be saw the likeness to tlie good 
oXd man, his £Gither, and he droji^ed bis sword. 
Bujaforte," said he, ^^I loved him indeed; but what 
does his son do here fightmg against liis friends?" 

B«jafi>rte could fiot at once speak for weeping. 
At length he said: ^^I am forced to be here by my 
lord and master, Marsilius; and I liave made a sliow 
of fighting, but have not hurt a single Christian. 
TieMhery k on every side of you* Baldwin himself 
has a Test given him by MarsiUus, that everybody may 
know the son of his friend Gan, and do him no harm."' 

*^Put your helmet on again," said Oriando, ^^and 
behave just as you have done* Nevmr will your 
fiither*s friend be an enemy to the son." 

"The hero then turned in fury to look for Baldwin, 
w4ii> was hastening towards him, at that moment, with 
finendlinees in his looks. 



Digitized by Google 



264 LEGENDS OF CHABLEMAOKB.* 

•**T is strange," said Baldwin, "I have done mj 
duty as well as I could, yet nobody will come against 
me. I liave slain right and left, and caxmot compre- 
hend what it is that makes the stoutest infidels avoid 
me." 

*^Take off your vest," said Orlando, conteraptnooff- 
ly, **and you will soon discover the secret, if you 
wish to know it* Your father has sold us to Mai> 
rilius, all but his honorable son/* 

*^If my fiither," said Baldwin, impetuously teanag 
off the vest, ^^has been such a villain, and I escape 
dying, I will plunge this sword through his heart. 
But I am no traitor, Orlando, and you do me wrong 
to say it. Think not I can live with dishonor.'* 

Baldwin spurred off into the fight, not waiting to 
hear another word from Orlando, who was very sorry 
for what he had said, for he peicdved that the yoaA 
was in despair. 

And now the fight raged beyond all it had done 
before ; twenty pagans w^t * down for one paladin, 
but still the paladins fell. Sansonetto was beaten to 
eartli by the club of Grandenio, Walter d'Amuiion 
had his shoulder broken, Berlinghieri and Ottone were 
slain, and a% last Astolpho foil, in revenge of wlme 
death Orlando turned the where he died into a 
lake of Saiacen blood. The luckless Bujaforte mot 
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RhialdOf and, before he covld ^zplam how he seemed 
to be fightmg on the Sacacen aide, receiyed auch a 
blow upon the head that he fell, unable to otter a 
word. Orlando, cutting Lis way to a spot where 
•ihei^ was a great struggle and uproar, found the pocur 
youth Baldwm, the sen of 6an, v^ith two spears in 
his breast* ^^I am no traitor now," said Baldwin, 
and those were the last words he said. Orlando was 
bitterly sorry to have been the cause of his deat^ 
and tears sti;eamed from his eyes. At length down 
went Oliver himself. He had become bluided with 
his own blood, and .smitten Orlando without knowing 
him. ^^How now, cousin,'' cried Orlando, ^^have 
you too gone over to the enemy ? " f*' O my lord and 
master," cried tlie other, "I ask your pardon. I 
can see nothing; I am dying. Some traitor has 
stabbed me in the back. If you love me, lead my 
horse into the thick of them, so that I may not die 
unavenged.** 

I shall die myself beforo long," said Orlando, out 
«f yezy toil and grief; so we will go toother." 

Orlando led his cousin's horse where the press was 
.thickest, and dreadfid was the strength of the dying 
man and his tired companion. They made a street 
through which thqr passed out of the battle, and 
Orlando led his cousin away to his tent, and said, 

IS 
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Wait a little till I Yetam, tat I inH go and'soiind 
the hom on thi) hill yonder." 

•* 'T is of no use," said Oliver, ** my spirit is &st 
going, and desires to be iridt its Lord and Savibitr.^ 

He would have said more^ bat his words came fioia 
him imperfectly, like those of a man in a dream, and 
so he expired. • 

When Orlando saw him deadi he felt as if he was 
alone on llie earth, and he was quite willing to leave 
it; only he wished that King Charles, at the foot of 
the mountains, should know how the case stood before 
he wmU So he took up the hom and blew it three 
times, with such force that the blood burst out of Uift 
nose and moutli. Turpin says that at the third blast 
the horn broke in two. 

In spite of all the noise of the battle, the soond 
of - the hom broke over it like a voice out of the other 
world. They say that birds fell dead at it, and that 
the whole Saracen army drew back in terror. Cliarle- 
magne was sitting in the midst of his court when the 
sound reached him; and Gan was there. The Em- 
peror was the first to hear it. - • * 

^Do you hear that?'' said he to his aoblee. •^JJH 
you hear the hom osr I heaid it?" 

Upon this they all listened, and Gan felt his heart 
misgive him. The hom sounded a second time. 
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**Wliat is the meaning of this?'* said Chaises. 
^^Oriando is hontixig," observed Qui ^^imd tka ilig 
iaJdlled." 

Cut when the boru souuded yet a third tiine» and 
the Uast i^as one of so dreadful a velieinence, every- 
body loolced at the other, and then thej all lookad 
at Gan in fury. Charles rose &om Jiis seat* 

^This is no hunting of the stagt" said he, *^The 
sound goes to my very heart# O Gan I O Gan I 
Not for thee do I hhnh, but for myself. O foul and 
monstrous viilaiul Take him, gentlemen, and kaqp 
him in close prison. Would to God I had not lived 
ti see this dayl" . 

£nt it was no tune Ibr words. Thej put tha 
traitor in prison, and then Charles with all his court 
took liis way to Roncesvalles, grieving and praying. 

It was afternoon when the horn sounded, and half 
an hoar after it when the Emperor set out; and 
meantiuie Orlando had returned to the fight that he 
might do his duty, however hopeless, as long as he 
oodd m% his horsew At length he fomd his end 
spproaching, finr ttnl and fever, and rode all akne to 
s £>untaiu where he had before quenched his thirst. 
His horse was wearier than he, and no sooner had his 
anster alighted than the beast, kneeKng down as if 
to take leave, and to siijr, htw brought yon to a 
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pkce of resV fell dead at liis &eL Orlando cast 
water on him &om the fountain, vot wishing to be- 
lieve Lim dead; but when he found it to no purpo^^ 
he grieved for him as if he had been a human being, 
and addressed him hy name with tears, and asked 
forgiveness if he had ever done him wrong. Thej 
say that the horse, at these words, opened his ejes 
a little, and looked kindly at his master, and liiea 
stirred never more* They say also that Orlando then, 
summoning all. his strength, smote a rock near iiim 
with his beautiful sword Durindana, thinking to shiver 
the sted in pieces, and so prevent its falluig into the 
hands of the enemy ; but though the rock split like t 
slate, and a great cleft remained ever after to astonish 
the eyes of pilgrims, the sword remained iminjured. 

And now Rinaldo and Ricciardetto came up, with 
Turpin, having driven back the Saracens, and told 
Orlando that the battle was won. Then Orlando 
knelt before Turpin, and begged remission of his sins, 
and Turpin gave him absolution. Orlando fixed his 
eyes on the hilt of his sword as on a crucifix, and 
embraced it, and he raised his eyes and appeared like 
a creature seraphical and transfigured, and, bowing 
his head, he breathed out his pure soul. 

And now King Charles and his nobles came up. 
The Emperor, at sight of the dead Orlando, threw 
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himself, as i£ he had been a reckless youth, &om his 
horse, and embraced and kissed the body, and said : 
bless lliee, Orlando; I bless thy whole life, and all 
tiiat thou wast, and all that thou ever didst, and the 
father that begat thee; and I ask pardon of thee for 
believing those who bronght thee to thine end. T^ey 
shall have their reward, O thou beloved onel But 
indeed it is thou that livest, and I who am worse than 
dead." 

Horrible to die Emperor's eyes was the right of 
the field of itonc^yalles. The Saracens indeed had 
fled, conquered ; but ail his paladins but two were 
left on it dead, and the whole valley looked like a 
great skughter-house, trampled into blood and dirt, 
and reeking to the heat Charles trembled to his 
heart's core for wonder and agony. After gazing 
dmnbly on the place, he cui*iied it with a solemn cur^e, 
and wished that never grass might grow in it again, 
nor seed of any kind, neither within it nor on any of 
its mountains around, but the anger of Heaven abide 
over it forever. 

Charles and his warriors went after the Saracens 
into %Niin« They took and fired Saragossa, and 
HarsiUus was hung to tlie carob-tree under which he 
had planned his villany with Gan ; and Gan was 
hnng and drawn and quartered in Roncesvalles, amidst 
the execrations of the country. 
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RINALDO AND BAYARD. 

CHARLEMAGNE overwfadined with gcttf 
at the loss of so many of his bravest warriors 
at the diattter of RoncesTalles, and bitterly rqmdied 
faiinself for his credulitj in resigning Umadlf ao com- 
pletely to the counsels of the treacherous Count Gan. 
Yet he soon fell into a similar snare when he suf- 
fered his unworlihy son Chariot to aeqfoire soeh m 
influence over him, Aat he ooDBtantly led him into 
acts of cruelty and iiyustioe that in his right xxmi 
he would have scorned to commit. Rinaldo and bis 
brothers, for scmie slight oflhnoe to die imperioitf 
young prineei were fixroed to ftjr from PaxiB» and to 
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take shelter in their castle of Montalban ; for Charles 
liad pubhcljr said, if he could take them, he would 
hang them all. He sent numbers of his bravest 
knights to arrest them, but ^all without success. 
Either JKiualdo foiled their efforts and seat them 
back, stripped of their armor and of tlieir glory, or, 
after meeting and conferring with him, thcj came 
back and told the king they could not be his instru- 
ments for such a work. 

At last Charles himself raised a great army, and 
went in person to compel the paladin to submit. He 
ravaged all the country round about Montalban, so 
that supphes of food should be cut off, and he 
threatened death to any who should attempt to issue 
fiirth, hoping to compel the garrison to submit fi)r 
want of food. 

Rinaldo's resources had been brought so low ths^t 
it seemed useless to contend any longer. His 
Imthers had been taken prisonm in a skirmish, and 
his only hope of saving their lives was in making 
terms with the king. 

So he sent a messenger, offering to yield himself 
and his castle if the king would spare his and his 
Imthers' lives. While the messenger was gone, Ki- 
naldo, impatient to learn what tidings he might bring, 
xode out to meet him. When he had ridden as £ur 
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as he thought pradait he stopped in a wood, and, i 
alightii^, tied Bayard to a tree. Then he sat down, 
and, as he wsited, he fell asleep. BaTard meanwlnli 
got loose, and strayed away where the grass tempted 
him. Just then came along some country people, 
irfao said to one anotber, Look, is not that the gnA 
hotse Bayard that JELinaldo rides ? Let us take him, 
and carry him to King Cliarles, who will pay us well 
for onr trouble*" Tfaej did so, and the king wis j 
d^ghtidd - with his prise, and gave than a present tbat 
made then^ rich to their dying day. 
' ' When Rinaldo Voke he looked round for his horse, 
^and| -finding him not, 'he groaned, and ^aaid, xat» 
lucky hour that I was bom I how. fortune persecutes 
me I ^' So desperate was he, that he took ' off hii 
armor and his spurs, saying, What need have I of | 
these, since Bayard is lost?" While he stood tfaos 
lamenting, a man came from the tliicket, seeminglj 
bent with age. He had a long beard hanging over 
his breast, and eyebrows that almost covered his eyes. 
He bade Rinaldo good day. Rinaldo tiianked him, 
and said, A good day I have hardly bad since I wai 
born."' 'Then paid the pld man, ^^Signor BuiaMi^ 
you must not despair, ^ for God . will make all things 
turn to the best." Rinaldo answered, ^^My troaUi 
b too heavy for me to hope relief The king has 



Digitized by Google 



BINALDO AND BATASO 



273 



taken my brothers) and means to put them to death. 
I thought to retCQO them by means of my horse Bay- 
ard| but while I sl^t some thief hai stolen liim." 
The old man replied, ^^I will remember you and your 
hrothere in my prayers. I am a foot man, have you 
let something to give me?" fiinaldo said, ^^I have 
nothing to give,*' but then he recollected liis spurs. 
He gave them to tho beggar, and said, *^Here, take 
my spurs. They are the first present my mother 
gave me when my father, Count Aymon, dubbed me 
bught. They ought to bring you ten pounds." 

The old man took the spurs, and put them into his 
sack, and said, ^^I^oble sir, Imve you nothing else you 
can give me ? " IlinalJo repUed, Are you making 
sport of me? I tell you truly if it were not for 
simme to beat one so helpless, I would teach you 
better manners.'' The old man said, Of a truth, 
nr, if you did so, you would do a great sin. If all 
had beaten me of whom I have begged, I should have 
been killed long ago, ibr I ask alms in chui*ches and 
convents, and wherever I can.*' ^^You say true,'* 
replied Kinaklo, ^^if you did not ask, none would 
reheve you." The pld man said, True, noble sir, 
therefore I pray if you have anything more to spare, 
fpve it me." Binaldo ggvo him his mantle, and said^ 
^^Take it, pilgrim. I give it you for the love of 

is* s 
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Christ, that Qod woald save my brothers from i 
shamefiil death, and help me to escape oat of King 
Charles's power." 

The pilgrim took the mantle, folded it up, and put 
it into Us bag. Then a thicd time he. said to 
naldo, ^^Sir, have 70a nodnng left to giire me tkat 
I may remember you in my prayers ? " " Wretch ! ** 
exclaimed Rinakbi *^do you make me your sport?" 
and he drew his swocd, and struck at him ; bat the 
old man warded off the blow with h» stalf, and said, 
"Rinaldo, would you slay your cousin, Malagigi?" 
When Rinaldo heard that he stayed his band, and 
gazed doubtingly on the old man, who now threw 
aside his disguise, and appeared to be indeed Malagigi. 
**Dear cousin,'' said Rinaldo, ^^pray forgive me. I 
did not know 70ii« £lext to God, my trust ia in yoQ« 
Help my brothers to escape out of prison, I entreat 
you. I have lost my horse, and therefore cannsl 
render them any assistance." Malagigi answered, 
^'Cousin Rinaldo, I will enable you to recover your 
horse. Meanwhile, you must do as I say." 

Then Malagigi took from his sack a gown, sad 
gave it to Rinaldo to put on over his armor, and a 
hat that was full of holes, and an old pair of shoes to 
put on. They looked Kke two ])ilgrims, very old and 
poor. Then they went forth from the wood, and, 
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ftfter a liitk wliile, saw four monks riding along tha 
roacL Malagigi said to Binaldo, ^^I will go meet the 
monks, and see what news I can leam.'' 
Miilsgigi leariiied from the monks thai on the ap- 

pcoacking festival there would be a great crowd of 
people at court, for the prince was going to show the 

hdise Ihe ihmons hone Bajmrd that xauA to helmg te 
Binalda '^WhatT' said the pilgrim; '^is Bayard 
there ? " Yes/* answered the monks ; the king 

has given him to Chariot, and, after the prince has 
ridden him, the king means to pass senlenoe on the 
Imtbem of JEUnaUo, and ham them hailed*" Tlieli 
Malagigi asked alms of the monks, but they would 
give him none, till he threw aside his pilgrim garb, 
and kt them see his armor, when, parity tor charity 
and partly tot tmofy they gare him a golden cop, 
adorned with precious stones that sparkled in the sun- 
dnne* 

Malagigi thm hastened bade to Rmakks and toU 
bim what he had learned* 

The morning of the feast-day Rinaldo and Malagigi 
ettw to the plaee where the sporli were to be held« 
^'^''^Pgi gov® fiinaldo his spors baek agah, and sndf 
^ Cousin, put on your span, ibr you will need them." 

Uow shall I need them," said liinaldo, " since I 
have lost my hone?'' Yet he did as Malagigi 
xected hinu 
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When the two had taken th^ stand on the border 
of the field among the crowd, the princes and ladies 
of the court began to assemble. When they were aU 
assembled, the king came also, and Chariot with him, 
near whom the hom Bayard was led, m the choige 
of grooms, who were expressly enjoined to guard him 
safely. The king, looking round on the circle of 
spectators, saw Malagigi and Rifialdo, and observed 
ihe splendid cup that they had, and said to Chariot, 
^ See, my son, what a brilliant cup those two pilgrims 
have got. It seems to be worth a hundred ducats.'* 
^^That is true,'' said Chariot; ^^kt us go and ask 
• where tliey got it/' So they rode to the place where 
the pilgrims stood, and Chariot stopped Bayard close 
to them. 

The horse snuffed at the pilgrims, knew Binaleks 

and caressed his master. The king said to Malagigi, 
Friend, where did yon get that beautiful cup?" 
Malagigi replied, Honorable sir, I paid for it all the 
money I have saved from eleven years' begging ia 
churches and convents. The Pope himself has blessed 
it, and given it the power that whosoever eats or 
drinks out of it shall be pardoned of all his sins." 
Then said the king to Chariot, " My son, these are 
right holy men; see how the dumb beast worsUfs 
them." 
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; Then the king said to Malagjgii ^Qive me a mor« 

rmL fma join* cup, that I may be cleared of* my 
nut/' Malflgigi answcsecU IUii8tii<His lord, X daie 
not do it, unless jou will forgive all who have at 
any time offended you. You know that Christ fi)r- 

. gave aU those who had beteyed and crucified him." 
The king replied, Friend, that is true; but Bioaldo 
has.ao grievously ofltoded me, lihat I cannot forgive 
him, nor Ihat other man, Malegigi, the magician. 
These two shall never live in my idngdom again. 
If I catch them, I will certainly have them hanged. 
But tell met, pilgrim, who is that man who stands 
beside you?" ^^He is deaf, dumb, and blind,'' said 

. Malagigi, Then the king said again, " Give me to 
drink of your cup, to take away my suis." Malagigi 
answered, ^^My lord king, here is my poor brother, 
who for fifty days has not heard, spoken, nor seen. 
This misfortune befell him in a house where we 

.found shelter, and the digr before yesterday we met 
with, a wise woman, who told him the only hope of 
a cnre for him was to come to s<Mne place where 
Bayard was to be ridden, and to mount and ride 
him; that would do iiim more good tlian anything 
dse." Then said the king, Friend, you have come 
to the right place, for Bajrard is to be ridden here 
to-day. Give me a draught &om your cup, and your 
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ooiuj imoD thtU ride ii|Min BajanL" Mala^gi, heir* 
ing Ibm wonfai aaid« ^*Be it aa" Xben the king* 

with great duvutioii, tuok a spoou, and Ji}»ped a por- 
tion from die pilgrim'i eup, beUenng thit Ui mt 
•bookl be thereby fofjpTHi. 

W him \hk we« done, the king said to Chariot, 
^Soii» I request that yoa will let thb siek pflgrivi 
•at on your hme» and fide if he oan* lor bj eo doing 
he will be healed of all his iuhmiities." Chariot 
replied) " That will I gladly do." So saying, he dia* 
mounted, and the mvanti took the pilgrim iA their 
arms, ajMl helped him on the horse. 

When Kinaldo was mounted, he put his feet in 
the stirrups, and said, would like to xide s 
little." Malsgi|^ hesring him iqpeak, seemed de^ 
lightedi and a^iked him whether he could see aud 
bear ako. ^'Tes,'* said Binaldo, am healed of sU 
my infirmities." When the king heard it, he said 
to Bishop Turpin, My lord bishop, we must cele- 
brate this with a procession, witli crosses aud ban- 
ners, finr it is a great miracle." 

When lUnaldo remarked that he was not carefuUy 
watched, he spoke to the horse, and touched him 
with the spurs. Bayard knew that Us master was 
upon him, and he started off upon a rapid pace, 
and in a few moments was a good way o£ Malagigi 
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pretended to be in great alarm. **0 noble king and 
master/' he cried, ^^mj poor companion is ran away 
with ; he will ML and break his neck." The king 
ordered his knights to ride after the pilgrim, and 
bring him back, or help him if need were. Thej 
did so, but it was in vain, fiinaldo left them all 
behind him, and kept on his way till he reached 
Montalban. Malagigi was suffered to depart, unsus- 
pected, and he went his way, making sad lamenta- 
tion for the fate of his comrade, who he pretended 
to think ma.t surely be dashed to pieces. 

Malagigi did not go four, but, having changed his 
disguise, returned to where the king was, and em- 
ployed his best art in getting the brothers of Rinaldo 
out d prison. He suceeeded; and all three got 
safely to Montalban, where liinaldo's joy at the res- 
cue of his brothers and the recovery of Bayard was 
more than tongue can tell. 
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THE distress in Rinaldo's castle for want of food 
grew more severe every day, under the pres- 
sure of the siege. The garrison were forced to kill 
their horses, both to save the provision they would 
consume, and to make food of their flesh. At last, 
all the horses were killed except Bayard, and Rinaldo 
said to his brothers, " Bayard must die, for we have 
nothing else to eat." So they went to the stable and 
brought out Bayard to kill him. But Alardo said, 
" Brother, let Bayard live a httle longer ; who knows 
what God may do for us." 

Bayard heard these words, and understood them as 
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if he was a man, and fell on his knees, as if he would 
beg for Ynercj. When Rinaldo saw the distress of 
his horse liis heart failed him, and he let him live. 

Just at this time, Aya, Binaldo's mother, who was 
the sister of the Emperor, came to the camp, attended 
by knights and ladies, to intercede for her sons. She 
fell on her knees before the king, and besought him 
that he would pardon Rinaldo and liii> brothers ; and 
all the peers and knights took her side, and entreated 
the king to grant her prayer. Then said the king, 
**Dear sister, you act the part of a good mother, and 
I respect your tender heart, and yield to your en- 
treaties. I will spare your sons their liyes, if they 
•ubmit implicitly to my will." 

When Chariot heard this, he approached the king 
and whispered in his ear. And the king turned to 
his sister and said, Chariot must have Bayard, be- 
cause I have given the lioi^e to liim. Now go, my 
sbter, and tell Rinaldo what I have said." 

When die Lady Aya heard these words, she was 
delighted, thanked God in her heart, and said, "Wor- 
thy king and brother, I will do as you bid me." So 
die went into the castle, where her sons received her 
most joyfolly and a&ectionately, and she told them the 
king's offer. Then Alardo said, Brother, I would 
rather have the king's enmily than give Bayard to 
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Chariot, for I believe he will kill him." likewise 
Mid all the brothefs. When Binaldo. heard' theai^ ho 
said, ^^Dear brothers, if we may win our forgiveiieaa 
hy ^ving up the horse, so be it.. Let us make our 
peace, for we canaot stand against the king^ pow«r.*' 
llien he went to his mother, and told her diqr wosld 
give the horse to Chai*lot, and more, too, if the king 
would pardon them, and forgire all that they bad done 
against his crown and digni^. The lady returned to 
Charles and told him the answer of her sons. 

When the peace was thus made between the king 
and the sons of Aymon, the brothers came fiurdi firan 
the castle, bringing Bayard with them, and, falling at 
the king's feet, begged his forgiveness. The king bade 
them rise, and received them into finror in the sight 
of all his noUe knights and coimseUors, to the great 
joy of all, especially of the Lady Aya, their motiier. 
Then Rinaldo took the horse Bayard, gave him t» 
Chariot, and said, *^My lord and prince, tiiia hone I 
give to you; do with him as to you seems good." 
Chariot took him, as had been agreed on. Then he 
made the servants take him to the bridge, and thnyw 
him into the water. Bayard sank to the bottom, bat 
soon came to the surface again and swam, saw Ri- 
naldo looking at him, came to land, ran to Ub old 
maister, and stood by him as proudly as if he hid 
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understanding, and would say, Wliy did yoa treat 
me lo?" Whm tim prince mw he. stid, 

^^XUnaldo, j^ve me the horae iigttn« for he nmsi 
die." Binaldo replied, My lord and prince, he is 
jam withnut dupule/* imd gave him to him* The 
piiooe then had a milhtane tied to eaeh foot, and 
two to his neck, and aaoiade them throw him again 
into the water. Bayard struggled in the water, 

. looked up to hia master, threw off the stones, and 
came hack to Binaldo* 

When Alardo saw that, he said, Now must thou 
be diagreoed ftrever, hratheor, if thou gite up the hmsse 
again." But Binahlo answered^ Brother, be still. 
Shall I for the horse's life provoke the anger of the 
king agaui ? Thea Alardo said, Ah, Bayard I what 

' a xetom do we make for all tbgr true love and . 
service 1 " Binaldo gave the horse to the prince again, . 
and said, "My lord, if the horse comes out agam, I 
cannot xetom him to yon any more, for it wringa 
my heart too modi/' Then Chariot had Bayard 
loaded with the stones as before, and thrown into the 
water; and commanded Binaldo that he ahoold not 
atand where the bone would aee him* When Bay^ 
rose to the surfim he stretdied his neck out of 
fte water and looked round for hia maater^ bat aaw 
Urn ]iot. Then be sunk to the bottom. 
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Rinaldo was so distressed for the loss of Bavard, 
that he made a tow to ride no horse again all hb 
life long, nor to bind a sword to his side, but to 
become a hermit. He resolved to betake himself to 
some wfld wood, bat first to x^tam to hb- castk} 
to see his children, and to upptrnt to eadi his 
sliare of liis estate. 

• So he took lea^e of the king and of Us brothen, 
and returned to Mentalban, and his brothers rs* 

mained with the king. Kinaldo called his childrea 
to him, and he made his eldest bom, Ajmem^ a 
knight, and made him lord of his castle and of his 
land. He gave to the rest what other goods be 
had, and kissed and embraced them all, commended 
ihem to (rod, and then departed from them wtk a 
heavjr heart. 

. He had not travelled far when he entered a wood, 
and there met with a hermit, who had k>ng besa 
retired from the world. Rinaldo greeted him, and 
the hermit replied courteously, and asked liim who 
be was and what was his purpose. Rinaldo replied, 
*^Sir, I ham led a sinful life; many deeds of vio- 
lence have I done, and many men have I slain, not 
always in a good cause, but oflben under the im- 
pulse of my own headstrong passions. I have also 
been the cause of the death of many of my frieads, 
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who took my part, not because tliey thought nie in 
th# right, hah asAy for lord of me. And now I 
come to makd coafeatim of all 917 sina, and U> do 
penaiu:e for the re&t of my Jifei if pQrhapiS the ipeicy 
of CM will forgive me." Tlie bermit laid, Friend, 
I perceive jou have fSiUen into great sinei and have 
broken the commandments of God, but \m mercy i% 
greater than your sins ; and if you repent from yonr 
heart, and lead a new life, there if yet hope &m 
yoa that he >YiU forgive you what is pa^" So 
Kinaldo was comtorted, and said, " Master, I will stay 
with you, and wliat yon bid me I will do." The 
hermil feplied, ^^Aoots and vegetable will be your 
food; shirt or shoes you may not wear; your lot 
must be poverty and want, if yon stay with m^** 
RinaUo replied, I will cheerfully hear all this, and 
more.'' So he remained three whole years with the 
hennit, and after that his strength failed, and it 
leimed as if he waa like to die» 

One m^it the hermit had & dream, and heard, a 
voice from heaven, which commanded him to say 
to hh eompannm that he must without delay go 
to the Holy Jjand, and fight againat the healheit 
The hermit, when he heard Uiat voice, was ghui, 
and, eaDing Rinaldo* he aaid, Friend, God's angel 
has commanded me to aagr to yon that yon must witb- 
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out delay go to Jerusalem, and help our fellow- 
Christians in their straggle with the Infidds." Then 
said KinaldOf ^^Ahl master, how can I do that? It 
is over tliree years since I made a vow no more to ride 
a horse, nor take a sword or spear in my hand.'' The 
hermit answered, ^^Dear friend, obey God, and do 
what the angel commanded.'' "I will do so," said 
Rinaldo, *^and pray for me, my master, that God may 
gnide me right." Then he departed, and went to the 
seaside, and took ship and came to Tripoli in Syria. 

And as he went on his way his strength retamed 
to him, till it was equal to what it was in his best 
days. And though he never mounted a horse, nor 
took a sword in his hand, yet with his pilgrim's staff 
he did good service in llie armies of the Christians ; 
and it pleased God that he escaped unhurt, though he 
was present in many battles, and his courage inspired 
^e men with the same. At last a tmce was made 
with the Saracens, and . Rinaldo, now old and infirm, 
wishing to see his native land again before he died, 
took ship and sailed for France. When he arrived, 
he shunned to go to the resorts of the great, and pre- 
ferred to live among the humble folk, where he was 
unknown. He did country work and lived on milk 
and bread, drank water^ and was therewith oontaaL 
While he so lived, he heard that the city of Cokgne 
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was the hioliest and best of cities, on account of tibe 
velics and bodies of saints who bad there poured out 
their blood for the faith. This induced him to betake 
himself thither. When the pious hero arrived at 
Cologne, he went to the monastery of St. Peter, and 
lived a holy life, occupied night and day in devotion. 
It so happened that at that time, in the next town to 
Cologne^ there raged a dreadful pestilence. Many 
people came to Binaldo, to beg him to pray for them, 
that the plague might be stayed. The holy man 
prayed fervently, and besought the Lord to take away 
die pli^e from ike people, and his prayer was heard. 
The stroke of the pestilence was arrested, and all the 
people tibanked the hdy man and praised God. 

Now there was at this time at Cologne a Bishop, 
called Agilolphus, who was a wise and understanding 
man, who led a pure and secluded life, and set a good 
example to others. This Bishq) undertook to build 
the Church of St. Peter, and gave notice to all stone- 
masons and other workmen round about to come to 
Cologne, where tliey should find work and wages. 
Among othm came Binaldo; and he worked among 
the laborers and did more than four or five common 
WQi^men. When they went to dinntf, he brought 
•tone and mortar so that they had enough for the 
whole day. When the oUiers went to bed, he stretched 
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Iiimself out on tbe stones. He ate l»ead 011I79 and 

drank nothing but water; and had ibr his wages bttt 
a penny a day* The head-workman asked him his 
name, and where he belonged. He would not teU, 
but said nothing and pursued his work. They called 
him St. Peter^s workman, because he was so devoted 
to his work. 

When the overseer saw the diligence of this holly 
man, he cliid the laziness of the other workmen, and 
said, ^^Tou receive more pay than lliis good man, bat 
do not do half as much work." For diis reasm the 
other workmen hated Rinaldo, and made a secret 
agreement to kill him. They knew that he mode il a 
practice to go every nigjbt to a certain diurch to piay 
and give alms. So they agreed to lay wait for him 
with the purpose to kill him. When he came to 
the spot, they seized him, and beat him over the 
head till he was dead. Then they put his body into 
a sack, and stones with it, and cast it into the 
Rhine, in the hope the sack would sink to the 
bottom, and be there concealed. But God willed not 
that it should be so, but caused the sack to float on 
the surfiice, and be thrown upon the bank. And ths 
soul of the holy martyr was carried by angels, with 
songs of praise, up to the heavens. 

Now at that time the people of Dortmund had 
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become converted to the Christian faith ; and they 
sent the Kshop of Cologne, and desired him to 
giye them some of the hdy relics that are in such 
abundance in that city. So the Bishop called together 
his elergy to deliberate y^imt answer they should ^ve 
to tlda lequest. And it was determined to give to the 
people of Dortmund the body of the holy man who 
had just suffered martyrdom. 

When now tiie body with the coffin was pot on lite 
eart, the cart began to move toward Dortmund without 
horses or help of men, and stopped not till it reached 
Ifae pkee whore die chuxdb of St. Binaldo now staYids. 
The Bishop and his olergy followed the holy man to 
do him honor, with singing of hymns, for a space of 
duee miles. And St. Binaldo has ever since been 
Uie pidaron of diatt plaee^ and many won^rftd works 
has God done through him, as may be seen in the 
legends. 



la 
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WHEN Charlemagne grew old he felt the bur- 
den of government become heavier year by 
year, till at last he called together his high barons 
and peers to propose to abdicate the empire and the 
throne of France in favor of his sons, Chariot and 
Lewis. 

The Emperor was unreasonably partial to his eldest i 
son ; he would have been glad to have had the barons 
and peers demand Chariot for their only sovereign ; 
but that prince was so infamous, for his falsehood and 
cruelty, that the council strenuously opposed the Em- 
peror's proposal of abdicating, and implored him to 
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continue to hold a sceptre which he wielded with so 
much glory. 

Amamy of HaateviUe, consm of Oanelon, and now 
head of the wicked branch of the house of Maganai, 
was the secret partisan of Chariot, whom he resem- 
bled in his loose morals and bad dispositions. Aman* 
zy nourished the most bitter resentment against the 
house of Guienne, of which the former Duke, Sevinus, 
had oftien rebuked his misdeeds. He took advantage 
of this occasion to do an injury to the two young 
children whom the Duke Sevinus had left imder t^e 
liarge of the Duchess Alice, their mother ; and, at the 
«»ne time, to <dy«>ce lu. interest with Chariot by 
increasing his wealth and power. With this view, 
he suggested to the prince a new idea. 

He pretended to agree with the opinion of the 
barons ; he said that it would be best to try Chariot's 
capacity for government, by giving him some rich 
provinces, before placing him upon the throne ; and 
that the Emperor, without depriving himself €£ any 
part of his realm, might give Chariot the investiture 
of Guienne. For although seven years had passed 
once the death of Sevinus, ihe young Duke, his son, 
had not yet repaired to the court of Charlemagne to 
render the homage due to his lawful sovereign. 

We have often had occasion to admire the justice 
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and wisdom of the advice which on all occa*»on8 the 
Ddn Maao of Bttvacia to dwdena^iei and lie 
now discountenaiiced, with indigiuiiiQiit the selfish adr 
vice of Auiaury. lie represented to the Emperor 
ihm maAy ago of the dUldran of SerisiiSt and the mo- 
fill and gloriena aorrioas of thak late fiuhar, and |fo- 
posed to Charlemagne to aend two kuighk> to tbe 
Dudieeat tl BordeanXf to aummon her two aaoa to 
ihe cowl of the Emprnxf to pi^ tibair vaqpecta and 
reodttT homa|;e. 

Chai'lemagne approved thia advice, and sent two 
chevaliera to demand the two yonng prinoeo of tbear 
mother* Ho aooner had the Duoheta leaned the ap- 
proach oi^ the two knightSf than she aent distuiguiahed 
penooa to leeaiTO them ; and aa aoon aa ilkey entfiiad 
the palace ahe pteaentad haocaelf before thmt 'with har 
eider aud joun^r sons, Huon and Girard. 

The deputies, delighted with the honors and ca- 
reiaaa liiejr leceiTed^ aocompaiued with tkk jmnmii, 
left Bordeaux with xegceti and, on their retunif rep- 
resented to Charlemagne that the young Duke IIuuu 
aeemed bom to tvaad in the fcotetapa of hi$ km 
ftdier, infonwng him that in three montha the jooflg 
princea of Guienne would present themadtvei at Us 
eowirt4 

The DnoheM empIoTed the ahort intarval in gtmt 
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her sons her last instmctions. Haon received them in 
his heart, and Girard gaT6 as much heed to them as 
could be expected from one so young* 

The preparations for th^ departure having beetle 
made, the Duchess embraced them tenderly, commend- 
ing them to the cire of Heaven, and eharged lliem to 
cidl, on Am way, at the ceiebraled monastoy of 
Cluny, to visit the Abbot^ the brother of their father. 
This Abbot, worthy of his high dignity, had never 
lost an opportunity of doing good, setting an eskunple 
of eveiy excellence, and making virtue attractive by 
his example. 

He received his nefdbews widi tiie greatest magnifl- 
ceoce; and, .w«e how wiM. hk jnesence might b. 

to them with Charlemagne, whose valued counsellor 
lie was, he took with them ih» road to Paris. 

When Amanry kanied what reeeptioii the two dep- 
uties of Charlemagne had received at Bordeaux, and 
the arrangements nuule for the visit of the young 
princes to the Bmperor^s eoort, he soggestad to Chaikt 
to give him a troop of his guards, with which he pro* 
posed to lay wait for the young men in the wood of 
MoQtl^, put diem to death, and thereby give the 
prince Ghartoi possession, of the duchy of Ouienne* 

A plan of treachery and violence agreed but too 
well vnth Charlotte disposition. He not only adopted 
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the suggestion of Amaai^', bat iusisted upon taking a 
put JB it. They webt out mcreij^by m^b^ Mkmi 
by a great niuttber of «tteiukiii0| «11 mna^ uii.bkd^ 
to lie in ambuscacie in the wood wbeore the brotben 
vere ta {mun^ 

Grinttd, the youger of the twB^- jhvniig mamk 
himself he rode by flying Im hawk at such gamtt 
as {XfBMntod ftseli^ had ridden in ad^anoe of his binlli* 
or «d4 the Abbot of Clwy. * Chadoi^ wJw earn iim 
coming, alone and imarmed, went forth to itteet hiiOi 
OQught a quarrel with him, and threw him &om his 
hone with a stroke of his laiiioe. Gisard vttmd a 
cry as he &U ; Huoa heard it, and flew to his i»* 
fence, with no other weapon tlian his sword. 
eaiM op widi bim, aod saw thu biood flowing hm 
his woAind. . What has this child 4one to yoa^ 
wretch ? " he exclaimed to Clmrlot, " How coW'* 
utdly 4o fttlaek him' when unprepared to defend 
hanoelfl" ''By ay &itb," nid Chariot, »I 
mean to do the same by y(M» Know that I m 
the son of Duke Thierry ut Ardennes, from ^^ilm 
your fiuJier, Sevinns, took • th«eo oaslies ; I hM 
sworn to avenge him, and I defy you*" '' Cowaid,*' 
answered Huon, '' I know well the baseness . Ait 
dwells in yonr race ; worthy son of Thieoy, nss 
the advantage that your armor gjives yen 4 W 
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know that I fear you not*'' At th&ae words Cliariot 
had the wickediiM to ^mt his lance in rest, tad to 
m upon Hnon, who* had- barely tine to wnip bk 
arm in. hk mantle. With this feeUe buckler he re* 
ceived the thrust of the lance. It penetrated dia 
tentibv but- missed- his bodjr. Than, rising upon his 
alirmps. Sir Huon struck Chariot so terrible a Uow 
with his sword that the helmet was cleft asunder, 
and \m haad-too. The dantardly prince ftll dead 
«paii ih^ gronad* 

• Huon now perceived that the wood was full of 
amaed tMm. He caHMl the men of Ms snite, and llsey 
Ittstify put themselves in ovdef, but nobody issued 
from the wood to attack him. Amaury, who saw 
Ofaariot*s fall, had no desire to compromit himself; 
and^ fiieling sura that Charlemagne #ould avenge die 
death of his son, he saw na occasion for his doing 
anything more present, 'I)[e left Hoon and the 
Abbot of Clnny >to bind up the mund of Gieaid, 
and, having seen them depart and resume tlieir way 
to Paris, he took up the body of Cliarlot, and, 
placing it aerew a horse, had it catmd to Pwis^ 
where he arrived four hours after Huon^ 

The Abbot of Cluny presented his nephew to 
CK»rIemagne, bnt Huon refrained finom paying hia 
afcaisancei complaining grievoody of the ambush which 
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lM)d been set fer hiniy wfaieh he said owM not 

been without the Emperor's permiasioai* Ghtrb* 
magna, surprised at a charge which his magDaniinous 
sonl was ineepaUe of meriting, asked eagerly of Ae 
Abbot what were the grounds of the complaiats aCiuB 
nephew. The Abbot told him faitliiullj all that had 
happened, informing him that a coward knight, who 
ealied himself the sou of Thierij of Aidennesr had 
wounded Girard, and run upon Huon, who was uar 
armed; but by his force and valor he bad overcome 
the traitor, and left him dead upon the plain* 

Oharlemagne indignantly disavowed any conneotioii 
with the action of the in&mous Thierry, congratulated 
l3\e young Duke upon his victory, himself oonduoted 
tihe two brothers to a rich apartment, stayed to 
see the first dressing applied to the wound of Giraid, 
and left the brothers in charo-e of Duke Name of 
Bavaria, who, having been a companion in arms of 
ike Duke Sevinus, regarded the young men almost 
as if they were his own sons. 

Charlemagne had hardly quitted them when,- xe* 
turning to his diamber, he heard cries^ and saw 
through the window a party of armed men just 
arrived* He recognized Amaury, who bore a dead 
knight stretched across a home; and the name <f 
Chariot was heard among the exclamations of ths 
people assembled in the court-yard. 
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Oharles's partiality for this lULvvortby son yrm oao 
kii weaknenei. He deHxnded an tvq^idaticMi I0 
tbe oomt-yazd^ can to Amanrj^ and ufetoved a oary cf 
gnef on recogmsdng Chariot. '^It is Huoa of Boj> 
deaux," said the traitor Ainamy, "who has massa- 
md ycmr son bafcse it was in my pow«r to defend 
him." Charlemagne, funous at thm^ words* seized 
a sword, and £ew to the apartment of the twa 
hothan io phuaga it into the heaet of the mnrdwer 
o£ hk son. Doke Hamo atcqiped his hand for an 
instant, while Charles told him the crime of which 
Hnon was amiaed. ^^He is a peer of the nalm," 
and Hamo, ^^and if ha is goiltyt is ho not hare in 
your power^ and are not we peexa the proper judges 
to condemn him to death ? Let not youi* baud be 
ilaiMd widi his Mood.'' The Enqterar, calmed fay 
the wiadom of Doke Namo, summoned Amaury to his 
presence. The peers assembled to hear his testimony, 
• and the tiaitor abcnsed Hnon of Bordeanx of having 
struck the &tal blow, ^vitbout allowing Chariot an 
opportunity to de&nd bimseli^ and thou,gh he knew 
lhat his opponent was the Emperor's eldest son. 

The Abbot o£ duny^ indignant at the &k»e accns»* 
iim q£ Amaury, advanced, and said^ By Saint Bene- 
dict, sire, the traitor hes in his throat. If my nephew 

hsB dam Ohaxlati it was in his own defisnoe, and 

13 « 
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after having seen his brother wounded by him, and 
dm in ignarttice that ha adversary was A% ynook 
S3ioi;^ I am ai soa of the Obucchy" added the good 
Abbot, I forget not that I am a knight by bklL. I 
aStt to prove with my body the He upon Amauzyt if 
daeet snstaiii it^ and I.ihaU feel that I am ^doHg 
a better work to punish a disloyal traitor, than to fling 
ladds and malins*'' 

Huon to tJus tone had Jnpt aihnt, amaaed ai tbt 
black calumny of Amaury; but now he stepped 
fcrth, and, addressing Amaury, said: Traitor I darest 
tikoa mainlain in anns the Ue tlioa hast nttefedf" 
Amaury, a knight of great prowess, despising the 
youth and slight figure of Iluon, hesitated not to 
offer hk ^ove, whioh Huon aeiaed; then, toming 
i^ain to the peers, he . said; ^^I pray you h»t the 
combat be allowed me, for never was there a more 
lil^timate canse^" The Didce Narao and Ihe r«t, 
deciding that the qnestion ahoald be lemitted to the 
judgment of Heaven, the combat was ordained, to 
which Chariemagns nnwillingly consetilsd. The young 
Duke was restored to the charge of Duke Name, who 
the next morning invested him with the honors jof 
knightliood, and gave him armor of proof, with a 
white shield. The Abbot of Gluny^ delisted to. find 
in his nephew sentiments worthy of hie birth, em- 
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braced lain, gave hi^ bid blessing, md bastened l» 
lire* dbuTCtb of St. Genniiaf to pray -finr hini, wUs 
tke offiaeoi of tbt king peq[>aied tim Jittt Inr tfe 
eombat. ' 

The battle was long and obrtinate. The eddbMi 
tB^ agility of Huoa enaUed him. to a<vx»d tha tmiUa 
blows which the fisrociooB Araaucy aimed at him. Bui 
Huon had more than once drawn Uood from his 
anlagafuat* The efcot bigaa to be perceiTed in the 
fidUng strength of the traitor; at last he thvew hia»* 
self from his horse, and, kneeling, begged for mercy. 

Spare me," he said, **aiid I .will oonftsi alL Aid 
me to rise and lead me to Charienmraie." The bnm 
aud loyal Uuon, at these words, put his sword under 
his left arm, and etratched ont his right to xmise iim 
jmatraie man, who aeized the oppcwliimty to give hiv 
a thrust in the side. The hauberk of Huon resisted 
the blow, and he was wounded but slightly* Tiama* 
pcrted. with nga at tfaia act of baieness, he furgot hear 
n^esaary for hi) complete acquittal the ^confession of 
Amaury was, and without delay dealt him the fatal 
blow. 

Doke. Name and the other peers approached, had 

the body of Amaury dragged forth from the lists, and 
ecndiicted Huon to Obarlemagne. The Emperor, him* 
eWf Jistaoing to nothii^ but hia' teaentment and griaf 
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for the death of his son, refused to be satisfied; and 
midnr the jdea ihat Hood had not suooeeded m 
making his aoenser retract his cbargCf seemed resel?ed 
to confiscate his estates aad to banish him forever 
from Fnmce. It was not till after long entieaties 
on the part of Duke Namo and the rest, that he con- 
sented to grant Huon his pardon, under conditioos 
which he should impose. 

* Huon approached, and knelt before the Emperor, 
rendered him homage, and cried him mercy &r the 
involuntary killing of his ^on. Charlemagne would 
not receive the hands of Hnon in his own, bat 
touched him with his sceptxe, stgnbg, ^^I receive 
thy homage, and pardon thee the death of my sod, 

• 

but only on one condition. Ton shall go isune- 
diately to the court of the Sultan Gaudisso; yoa 
shall present yourself before him as he sits at meat; 
you shall cut off the head of the most illustrious 
guest whom you shall find utting nearest to him; 
you shall kiss three times on thcw mouth the Mr 
princess his daughter, and you shall demand of the 
sultan, as token of tribute to me, a handful of the 
white hair of his beard, and four grinders &om his 
mouth." 

These conditions caused a murmur from all the 
assembly. ''What I" said the Abbot of Cluny; 
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slaughter a Saraoen piiuce without first offedug 
him baptism?*^ •♦The second condition is not so 
havd^'* iflid die young peen, ♦'biit die demmd diat 
HuoD k boond to make of the old Solum k Y«y 
uncivil, aud will be hard to obtain." 

TIm Smperor^s ebfldBadj* when lie had 
iolved upon * thing is well known* To die ooange 
of Huou nothiug seemed impossiUe. ^^I accept the 
' conditions," said he, silencing the intercessions of the 
old Duke ct Bavana; ♦♦arf liege, I aeeept my par- 
don at thia price. I go to execute your commands^ 
as your vassal and a peer of France." 

The Duke Nmo and die Abbot of Clnny, being 
unaUe to obtain anj tebDEatkn of die aentemce 
paMed by Charlemagne, led forth the young Duke, 
who determined to set out at once on bis expedi- 
tion. All that die good Abbot could obtnin of him 
waa, diat he should prepare for this perilous uudeiy 
taking by going first to Rome, to pay his homage 
to die Pope, wko was the brodier ti the DiMhess 
Alioe, Huon'a mother, and from hfan demand ab«o- 
lution and bis blessing. Huou promised it, and 
Anrthwith set out on bis way to Rome. 
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CONTINOBD. 

HUON| having traversed the Apennines and 
Italji arrived at the environs of Rome, where, 
laying aside his amor, he assumed the dress of s 
pilgrim. In this attire he presented himself before the 
Pope, and not till after he had made a ML confession 
of his sins did he announce himself as his nephew. 
*^AhI my dear nephew," exclaimed the Holy Father, 
**what harder penance could I impose than the Ent' 
peror has already done? Go in peace, my son," he 
added, absolving him, I go to intercede fer you villi 
the Most High." Then he led his nephew into his 
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palace, and introduced him to all the Cardinals and 
Princes of Rome as the Duke of Guienne, son of the 
Dochess Alice, hia sister. 

Haon, at setting out, had made a vow not to stop 
more than three days in a place. The Holy Father 
took advantage of this time to inspire him with zeal 
for the glory of Christianity, and with confidence in 
the protection of the Most High. He advised him 
to embark for Palestine, to visit the Holy Sepulchre, 
and to depart thence for the interior of Asia. 

Loaded with the blessings of the Holy Father, 
Hnon, obeying his counsels, embarked for Palestine, 
arrived, and visited with the greatest reverence the 
holy places* He then departed, and took his way 
toward the east. But, ignorant of the country and 
of the language, he lost himself in a forest, and re- 
mained three days withont seeing a homan creature, 

' living on honey and wild fruits which he found on 
tlie trees. The third day, seeking a passage through 

I a rocky defile, he beheld a man in tattered clothing, 
whose beard and hair covered his breast and shoulders. 
This man stopped on seeing him, observed him, and 
recognized the arms and bearing <^ a French kniglit. 
He immediately * approached, and exclaimed, in the 
language of the South of France, God be praised I 
Do I indeed behold a chevalier of my own country, 
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after fifteen years passed in this desert without sering 
ike &ce of a feUow-coantryman ? " 

Uuon, to gratify him still more, unlaced his helmet, 
and came towards him with a smiling countenance. 
The other regarded him wtth more surprise dian at 
first. ^^Good Heaven I" he exclaimed, ^^was there 
ever such a resemblance I Ah, noble sir," he added, 
"tdl me, I beseech you, of what country and race yon 
come?" require," replied Huon, before tdling 
you mine, that you first reveal your own; let it suf- 
fice you at present to know that I am a Christian, and 
that in Guienne I was bom." *^AhI Heaven grant 
that my eyes and my heart do not deceive me," ex- 
claimed the unknown ; " my name is Sherasmin ; I 
am brother to Gkdre, the Mayor of Bordeaux. I was 
taken prisoner in the battle where my dear and illus- 
trious master, Sevinus, lost his life. For three years 
I endured the miseries of slavery; at length I broke 
xny chains and escaped to this desert, where I have 
sustained myself in solitude ever since. Your features 
recall to me my beloved sovereign, in whose service 
I was from my in&ncy till his death." Huon made 
no reply but by embracing the old man, with tears 
in his eyes. Then Sherasmin learned that his aims 
enfolded the son of the Duke Sevinus. He led him 
to his cabin, and spread before him the dry fruits and 
honey which formed his only aliment. 
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Iluon recounted his adventures tp Sherasmin, who 
w«8 inoyed to tears at the recital. He then consiilted 
him on the neaxis of conducting his enterprise. She- 
lasnua hesitated not to confess that success seemed 
impossible; nevertheless, he swore a solemn oath never 
to abandon him. TbB Saracen kngnage, whidi he was 
mas.ter oft would ho serviceable to them when they 
should leave the desert, and muigle with men. 

Thej took ihe route of the Red Sea« and entered 
Arabia. Their waj lay through a re^on which She- 
rasmiu described as full of terrors^ It was inhabited 
by Oberon, King of the Fairies, who made captive 
such knights as were rash enough to penetrate into it, 
and transibrmed them into Hobgoblins. It was possi- 
ble to avoid this district at the expense of somewhat 
lengthening their route; but no dangers could deter 
Huou of Bordeaux; and the brave Sherasmin, who 
had now resumed the armor of a knight, reluctantly 
consented to share with him the dangers of the shorter 
loats^ 

They entered a wood, and arrived at a spot whence 
^ tShsjB braaebed off is various directions. One of them 
seemed to be terminated by a snperb pahce, whose 
gilded roo& were adorned with brilliant weathercocks 
covered with diamonds. A superb chariot issued from 
I tihe gate of the palace, and drove toward Huon and 

T 

I 
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Us fMnpftman, «$• if la mel tbm-Jbl&w.: 
prinoe saw no om in the chariot buj^ a cJbyy^ appafi^l; 
ly about five years old, very iM^utifi^, apd clad w A 
TOba which gUttered with precHow atones. At ilm 
aight of him, Sheramiii'i toczor leaa e»tnw>. Ha 
seized the reina of Uuon's hor^e, aud turned, hkn^ 
about, hurrying the prince away, and aiamng tarn 
that they were loat i£ they stopped tp parley witH -tJm 
mi^hievous dwarf, who, though he appeared a chiid^ 
was full of years and of treachery. Huon wm 
sorxy to lose sight of the beautiful dwarf, whose aspect 
had nothii]^ in it to alarm; yet he followed hi& frien^v 
who urged on his horse with all possible speed. 
Presently a storm b^gan to roar through the foraati 
the daylight grew dim, and they £)und their way with 
difficulty. From time to time they seemed to hear 
an infantine voice, which said, **Stop, Duke Hum; 
listen to me: it is in vain you fly me I " 
. Sherasmin only fled the faster, and stopped not until 
he had reached the gate of a monastery of monks and 
nuns, the two comnuinities of which were assemfiled at 
that time in a religious procession. Sherasmin, feeling 
safe firom the malice of the dwarf in the presence of 
so many holy persons and the sacred banners, stopped 
to ask an asylum, and made Huon dismount also. But 
at that moment they were joined by the dwar^ who 

Digitized by GoogI 



» 



HUON OF BORDEAUX. 307 

blew a Uast upon tdi ivwy born wMch hang from his 
neck* Immediately the good Slierasmin, in spite of 
kua^elff began to ^bmce Bke a jroang collegian, and 
9eUing tJie hand of an iig^' nan, wh<x felt as if k 
wrould be her death, they footed it briskly over Uie 
grass, and were imitated by all the other monks and 
mms, minted togeiker, fiNfming Ae' stsangest dancings 
party erer. beheld. Huon alone felt no disposition to 
dance; but he came near dying of laughter at seeing 
Sie ridlei^oas postnres and leaps of the others. 
TbB dwflr^ approaching Hnon, in a swoet 

; voice, and in Haon's own language, "Duke of Goi- 
enne, wliy do you shun me ? I conjure you, in 
HeavenVi name, speak to me/^ Haon, hearing himself 
addreswd in this serioas manner, and knowing that 
no evil spirit would dare to use the holy name in aid 
of Us schcrmes, replied^ "Sir, whoever yon are, T aini 
ready to hear and answer yoa/* ^^Hnon, my friend,^ 
continued tlie dwarf, ^^I always loved your race, and 

! you have been dear to me ever since your birth. The 
gradons state of conscience in which yoa were when 
foa entered my wood has protected you from all 
enchantments, even if I had intended to practise any 
Qpon yon. If diese monks, these nans, and even yooif 
friend Sberasmin, had had a conscience as pare 
yours, my horn would not have set them dancing; 

Digitized by Gopgle 



868 LSQ£KDS OF CHARLfiMAGNfi. 

but where is the monk or the min who caa d^waya 
he defif to the yoioe of the. tempter^ ud SheBasBua m 

the desert has. oflm doubted the power of Froyidence." 

At those wwls Huon anvr the. dane^ra oimcone 
with ezertkm. He b^ged nuMcy for thenif the dwaif 
granted it, jmd the effect of the horn ceased at once ; 
the nuns got rid of their partners, smoothed their 
dresses, and hastened to resnme their places in. the 
procession. Sherasmin, overcome with heat, panting 
and unable U> stand on his legs, threw himself upon 
Ae grass, and began, **Did not I tell you—'* He 
was gomg on in an angiy tone, but the dwaif. ap- 
proaching, said, "Sherasniin, why have you mup- 
mnred against Providence ? why have you thought 
evil of me ? You deserved this light punishment ; bat 
I know you to be good and loyal* I mean to show 
myself your friend, as you shall soon see." At these 
words, he presented him a ridi goUet. ^^jtfake the 
sign of the cross on this oup,'' said he, ^^and then 
believe that I hold my power from the God you adore, 
whose faithful serva&t I am, as well as yon« Shoras* 
min obeyed, and on the instant the caip waa filled 
with dehcious wine, a draught of which restored vigor 
to his limbs, and made him feel young again. Over- 
come with gratitude, he threw himself on his kneee, 
but the dwacf raised him, and bade him sit beside 
him, and thus commenced his history: — 
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Julius CaBsar, going by sea to join his armji was 
driveii by a itenn to take sbdter in tbe island «f 
Celea, where dwelt the fairy Glorianda. From tixb 
renowned pair I draw my birth. I am the inheritor 
<kf that which was most admirable in each ef my 
parents: my &ther's heroic qualities, and my mother's 
beauty and magic art« But a malicious sister of my 
mother's, in revenge for some shght ofl'cnce, touched 
aote widi her wand when I was only five years oId| 
and forbade me to grow any bigger; and my mother^ 
with all her power, was unable to annul the sentence. 
I have thus eontinned infimtile in appearance, thon^ 
fill! of years and experience. The power which I de- 
rive from my mother I use sometimes for my own 
diversion, but always to promote justice and to reward 
▼irtne. I am able and willing to assist you, Duke of 
Guienne, for I know the errand on which you come 
hither. I presage for you, if you follow my counsels, 
complete success; and the beaatifiil Cbrimunda for a 
wile." 

When he had thus spoken, he presented to Huon 
the precious and nsefiil enp, which had the fiiculty of 
fiUing itself when a good man took it in his hand« 
He gave him also his beautiful horn of ivory, saying 
to him, ^^Huon, when yon sonnd this gently, you 
wiU make the hearers dance, as yon have seen; but 
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if you sound it forcibly^ fear not that f 'liiall bear it, 
Aoogh at a hundred leagdeB* disteace, and* will flf 

to your relief ; but be careful not to sooi^ it in that 
way, unless upon the most urgent occasion.'* 

Obenm directed Hum what eoorsa he alMidd tain 
to reach the country of the Sultan Gaodino. ^^You 
will encounter great perils," said he, " before arriving 
Ihere, and I fear me,*' he added, with tears in Ida 
ej€B, that you will not m eretything dbey ay di* 
rections, and in that case you will suffer much calam- 
ity.** Then he embraced Hnoa and Sfcei^asmii; mai 
left them. 

Huon and his follower travelled many days throo^ 
the desert before they reached any inhabited place, 
and a& this while the wonderful cup sustained -theiti,' 
fiirnishing them not only wine, but food also. At* kisl 
they came to a great city. As day was declining, 
they entei^ ks snburbs, and Shemam^, who spoka 
the Saraeen language perfectly, inquired for i&tf 
where they could pass the night. A person who . ap- 
peared to be one of the principal inhabitants, aeeiiig' 
two strangers of respectable appearance making tUa 
inquiry, stepped forward and begged them to acoept 
&e shelter of his mansion. They entered, and their 
host did the honors of his abode with a poBteneaa 
which they were astonished to see in a Saracen. He 
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bed them served vyith co^t^e s^ixd sli^rbet, and a]! >vas . 
ONidtieled with gpmi deiMNciiiii, till 0110 cf the. safyania 
«iriiwajrdljr «mtiiniQd a imp of hot coffee ea the 
host s legs, wheu he ^tiyrted up, exclaiming in vexy 
good Gascon, Blood and thunder I you blockfaead, 
joa desem to he thvovn over ihe mosqiter' 

Hnon could nol help laughing ta see the vivacity 
and the language of his country thus break out un- 
ayrarea* The hool, who had no idea that ids guesia 
ufideffetood his worda^ was astooid^ . when Uaon. 
addressed him- in the dialect of Ids country. Im* 
mediately confidence was established between them ; 
eipeeiaUy when the domestiQB had redded. The bast, 
seeing tjiat he was discovered, and that the two pre^ 
tended Saracens were frotn the borders of tho. 0«7 
iP^miQi embraced thamt luid dkdosedr- that he waa « 
Chri^ti^a* HttoiH who had leem^ prudence, from the 
advice of Oberon, to test his host's sincerity, dr^^, 
froDi his robe the enp wlnoh the Fwyi^ing had given, 
him, and pijaaented it empty to the host. Stir 
cup,". said h§, ^^but.I should hke it better if it was 
fiilL'* Immediately it was ao. The host, a^onished, 
dav^d not put it to hit lipsu ^ Drink bokUyi my dear 
fid^ow-countryman," 5aid Ili^on^ ^^your truth is proved 
by this oapi which only fills itself in the hands of an 
holiest man*" The host di^ ^aot ,hesi^ loiiger 1 An 
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cup passed freely from band to hand ; their mutual 
cordiality increased aa it passed, and each racoontBd 
his adventures. Those of Huon redouUed his host's 
respect; for he recognized in liim his legitimate sover- 
eign: while the ho6t*s narrative was in these words 

*^Mj name is Floriac; this great and strong 
you will hear with surprise and grief, is governed bj 
a brother of Duke Sevinus, and your uncle. You 
have no doubt heard that a young brother of ths 
Duke of Guienne was stolen away &om the sea-shore, 
with his companions, by some corsairs. I was then 
his page, and we were carried by those corsairs to 
Barbary, where we were sold for slaves. The Bar- 
bary prince sent us as part of the tribute which hs 
yearly paid to his sovereign, the Sultan GaudiasOb 
Tour unde, who had been somewhat puffed up hf 
the flattery of his attendants, thought to increase his 
importance with liis new master by telling him liis 
rank. The Sultan, who, like a true Mussulman, de* 
tested all Christian princes, exerted himself Scorn that 
moment to bring him over to tlie Saracen faith. He 
succeeded but too well. Your uncle, seduced by the 
arts of the Santons, and by the pleasures and indul- 
gences which the Sultan allowed him, committed the 
horrid crime of apostasy ; lie renounced liis baptism, 
and embraced Mahometanism. Gaudisso then loaded 
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liim with honors, made him espouse one of his nieces, 
and sent him to reign over this city and adjoining 
eoantrj. ' Tour uncle preserved for me the same 
friendship which he had had when a boy ; but all 
his caresses and efforts could not make me renounce 
my faith. Perhaps he respected me in his heart for 
my resistance to his persuasions, perhaps he had liopes 
of inducing me in time to imitate him* He made me 
accompany him to this city, of which he was master, 
lie gave me his confidence, and permits me to keep in 
my service some Christians, whom I protect for the 
sake of their faith," 

**AhI^' exclaimed Huon, **take me to this guilty 
uncle. A prince of the house of Guienne, must he 
not blush at the cowardly abandonment of tlie faith 
of his fathers?" 

Alas I " repUed Floriac, I fear he will neither be 
sensible of shame at your reproaches, nor of pleasure 
at the siglit of a nephew so worthy of his lineage. 
Brutified by sensuali^, jealous d! his power, which he 
often exercises with cruelty, he will more probably 
restrain you by force or put you to death." 

^*Be it so," said the brave and fervent Huon, **I 
could not die in a better cause; and I demand of you 
to conduct me to him to-morrow, after having told him 
of my arrival, and my birth." Floriac still objected, 

14 
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bat Huon would take no denial, and lie promised 
obedience. 

Next morning Floriac waited upon tbe Govemoc, 
and told him of the arrival of his nephew, IIiiou of 
Bordeaux; and of the intention of the prince to 
present liimseif at his court that very day* Tha 
Governor) surprised, did not immediately answer; 
Aough he at once made up lis mind what to do. He 
knew that Floriac loved Christians and the princei 
of his native land too well to aid iu any treason to 
one of them ; he therefore feigned great pleasure at 
hearing of the arrival of the eldest bom of his frmilj 
at his court. He immediately sent Floriac to find him; 
he caused his palace to be put iu festal array, his divan 
to be assembled, and, uh&r ^ving some secret ordeiB, 
went himself to meet his nephew, whom he introduced 
imder his proper name and title to all the great offi- 
cers of his court. 

Huon bnmed with indignation at sering hu imda 
with forehead encircled with a rich turban, surmounted 
with a crescent of precious stones. His natural can- 
dor made him rec^e with pain the mbraoes wfakh I 
the treacherous Governor lavished upon him. M^ian- i 
while the hope of finding a suitable moment to J 
reproach him for his apostasy made him snlmiit to | 
those honors which his nnde caused to be reMde^ ^ 
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to him. The Governor evaded with ftddress th4» chaac9 
0^ being alone with Huon, and spent all the luoim^g 
]» Iftkuig Vm tiuroogh his gardens and palace At 
last, when tba hour o£ dioo^ approached^ and th^ 
Governor took him hy the band to lead luiu into 
Ibo dining-hall^ Him aaned the opparliini^, apd i|id 
to him in • low voioa» ^^O my undo! O PriacQi 
brother of the Duke SevinttsI iu what condition 
ham I the grief and shame of seeing you ! " The 
OoTernor pretended to be moved, premed his handt 
and whispered in his eari Silaooe I my dear nephew | 
to-morrow morning I will hear you fully." 

Hnoni eomlorted a little by these wordsi took hie* 
smt at the table by the side of the QoTeomor. The 
Mufu, some Cadis, Agas, and Santons, filled tbe other 
pkeoa. Sbectasmin sat down with tliem; hat Floriac^ 
who would not kse sight of his guests, xemained 
standing, and passed in and out to observe what was 
going on within the palace. He soon perceived a 
Bomber of armed men gliding through the passages 
and antechambers connected with the diniu^-hall. He 
was about to enter to give his guests notice of what 
he had eeen^ when he heard a Tiolent noise and 
eorometiim in the hall. The cease was this. 

Uuon and Sherasmin were well enough suited with 
the fimt ooome, end ate w^ good appetite.; bat the 
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people of their country not being accustomed to drink 
only water at their meals, Huon and Sherasmin 
looked at one another, not very well pleased at sndi 
a regimen. Huon laughed outright at the impatience 
of Sherasmin, but soon, experiencing the same want 
himself, he drew forth Oberon's cup, and made the 
sign of tlie cross. The cup filled, and he drank it oSf 
and handed it to Sherasmin, who followed his example. 
The Governor and his officers, seeing this abhorred 
sign, contracted their brows, and sat in silent con- 
sternation. Huon pretended not to observe it, and 
having filled the cap again, handed it to his uncle, 
saying, ^^Pray join us, dear nnde; it is excellent 
Bordeaux wine, the drink that will be to you like 
modier^s milk.** The Governor, who often drank in 
secret with his favorite Sultanas the wines of Greece 
and Sliiraz, never in public drank anything but water. 
He had not for a long time tasted the excellent wines 
of his native land; he was sorely tempted to drink 
what was now handed to him, it looked so bright 
in the cup, outsliiiiing the gold itself. He sti*etched 
fi>rth his hand, took the brimming goblet and raised 
it to his lips, when immediately it dried np and dis- 
appeared. Uuon and Sherasmin, like Gascons as they 
were, laughed at bis astonishment. Christian dogs ! ** 
he exclaimed, do you dare to insult me at my own 
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table ? But I will soon be revenged.'* At these words 
he threw the cup at the head of his nephew, who 
caught it with hia left hand, while with the other he 
'snatched the turban, with its crescent, from the Goy^ 
ernor s head, and threw it on the floor. All the 
Smeem started up from taUe, with loud outcriea, 
and prepared to avenge the insult* Huon and 
Sherasmin put themselves on their defence, and met 
with their swords ihe scimitars directed against them. 
At this moment the doors of the hall opened, and a 
crowd of soldiers and armed eunuchs rushed in, who 
joined in the attack upon Huon and Sherasmin. The 
Prince and his followers took lefiige on a broad ahelf 
€ar sideboard, where thej kept at bay the cro\('d of 
assailants, making the most forward of them smart for 
their audacity. But more troops came pressing in, 
and the brave Huon, inspired by the wine of Bordeaux, 
and not angry enough to lose his relish for a joke, 
blew a gentle note on his horn, and no sooner was it 
heard than it quelled the rage of the combatants and 
set them to dancing. Huon and Sherasmin, no longer 
attacked, looked down from their elevated position on 
a scene the most singular and amusing. Yeiy soon 
the Sultanas, hearing the sound <^ the dance, and 
finduig their guards withdrawn, came into the hall 
and mixed with the dancers. The &vorite Sultana 
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sebed upon a young Santon, who performed jumps 
two feet bigh; but soon tbe long dresses of this 
couple got intermingled and threw them down. The 
Santon's beard was caught m the Sultana's necklace, 
and they could not disentangle them. The Governor 
by no means approved thfa familiarity, and took two 
steps forward to get at the Santon, but he stomUed 
over a prostrate Dervise and measured his length on 
the floor. The duncing continued till tbe strength 
of the p e r for mers was ezhansted, and they fell, one 
after the other, and lay helpless. The Grovemor st 
length made signs to liuon that he would yield 
everything, if he would but aUow him to rest. Tbe 
bargain was ratified; the Ooveraor allowed Huon and 
Sherasmin to depart on their way, and even gave 
thcui a ring which would procure theiu safe passage 
through his country and access to the Sultan Gau&so. 
The two fiiends hastened to avail themselves c£ tbis 
favorable turn, and, taking leave of Floriac, pursued 
thek journey. 
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Continued. 

HUON had seen many beauties at his moiher'a 
court, but his heart had never been touched 
with love. Honor had been his mistress, and in pur- 
suit of that he had never found time to give a 
thought to softer cares. Strange that a heart so in- 
sensible should first be touched by soinethiug so unsub- 
stantial as a dream ; but so it was. 
The day after the adventure with his unde, night 
' overtook the travellers as they passed through a forest. 
I A grotto offered them shelter from the night dews. 
The magic cup supplied their evening meal; for such 
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wm Ht Tirtue that it afforded not onlj wine, bal 
mora solid Are whoa dented. Fatigae aooa tkmr 

them into protbaud repose. Lulled by the munaiu 
of tho foliage, and breathing the fragrance of the 
fkiwera, Haon dreamed tliat a lalj more beaolifiil 
than he had ever before aeea hong over faan, anil 
imprinted a kiss upon his lips. As he stretched out 
his armt to embraoe her, a anddni gust of wind awept 
bar awar. 

JbLuon awoke in an agony ot' .xegret« A &w 
moments sufficed to afford some consolation in shoaF* 
ing him that what had passed was hat a dream; bat 
his perplexity and sadness could not escape the notice 
of Sherasuiin. Pluon liuiiiatcd not to inform las faiiii- 
iol follower of the reason of his pensiYeiiess; and 
got nothing in return but his rallying^ for allowing 
liimself to be disturbed by such a cause* He recom- 
mended a draught firom the fidry goblet^ and HooH 
tiied it with good eifeet. 

At early dawn they resumed their way. They 
tcarelled till hi^ noon, hot said litde to one anothier. 
Huan was musing on his dieam, and Sharasmin's 
thoughts iiew back to his early days on the banks of 
the flowery Garonne. 

On a aoddjen they were starded by the ciy of dis- 
tress, and, taming an angle of the wood, came where 
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a knight hard pressed was fightuig with a furious liozu 
The knight's horse lay dead, and it seemed as if 
inodMr momeot woidd end the combat^ tenor and 

t 
I 

fiitigue had quite disabled tim knight for further resist- 
ance. He fell, and the lion's paw wa^ raised over 
ym, when a Vow fivn Hndn's awcnd torped the 
monster's nge npon a new enemy. His roar diook 
the forest, and he crouched in act to spring» when, 
with the rapidity of lightning, Huon plunged his 
sword into his side. He rolled oyer on the plain in 
the agonies ai death. 

They raised the knight from the ground, and She- i 
rasmin liastoned to eflbr Imn a dsan^t from the 

1 

ftixy t«p. The wine quakled to the brim, and the | 

warrior put forth his lips to quaff it, but it shrunk j 

away, and did not even wet bis Hps. He dashed the 

goUet angrily <m ihe groond, with an ecsclamation 

of resentment. This incident did not tend to make I 

either party more acceptable to the other; and what 

followed was worse. For when Huon said, jSr 

knight, thank God ftr yoor deliverance," ~ ^« Thank i 

Mahomet, rather, yourself,'' said he, for he has led 

you this day to render service to no less a personsge | 

tiian the Prince of Hyrcania.'' 

At the sound of this bUsphemy Huon drew his 
sword and turned upon the miscreant, who, httle 

14* V 
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diapoted to encoimtor the prowm of which he had 
•o lateljr seen proof, betook MiDBelf to flight. He ran 
io Hum's honw, ndt hghHj Tanking on Ui bade, 
clapped wpm to his side, and galloped out of lig^ 

The adventure was vexatious, yet there was no 
fomefy. The prince and Sheriainin eontmned lUr 
joornij widi the aid of tke ranandng hnne as tbif 
be»t might. At leugth, aa evening set in, they de- 
scried the pinnacles and towers of a great city full 
before diem, which they knofp to be the fiunooa ei^ 
of BflgJaAr 

Tbey were wellnigli exhausted with &tigue when 
lliej antTed at its preeiaets, and in die darkwiw^ not 
knowii^ what oonne to take^ wtce fjUl to meet an 

aged woman, who, in reply to their inquiries, oii'ered 
them anck aocommodationi as her cottage eonld stip- 
ply» They thaokinlly acoepted the offer, and entefed 

the low door. The good dame busily prepared the 
best fiire her stores supplied,— milk, figs, and peaches, 
— deeply r^ratting tfaat the bleak winda had nipped 
her almond-treea. 

Sir liuon thought he had never in liis life tasted 
any fim ao good. The dd kdy talked whfle her 
guests ate. She doubted not, she aaid, they had 
come to be present at tlie great feast in honor of the 
nweriagB of the Snltan'a danj^iteri wbkh was to taka 
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place on tke morrow* They asked who the bride* 
groom was tc» be, and tbe old Iwij answeredy ^ Tha 
Fxiaoe cf Hyiesnkv'* but tdded« ^ Our pdnc&m batea 
him, and would rather wed a dragon than him.^^ 
**How know you that?" asked Huon j and the dame 
infotmMl bim that ahe had it firon die pmceat het» 
aeii, who waa her £MiteP<duld» Huon inqwired tha 
reason of the princess's aversion; and tlie woman» 
pleased to find ber chat ajGcite ao modi mtaiest, 
plied that it was idl in eoDaeqvanee of • dreaaa. ^^A 
dream I " exclaimed Huon. Yes I a dream* She 
dreamed that she was a hind, and that the Prince, as 
a hnntar, was pursuing ber, and liad ahnosl orertakan 
bar, when a beantiftd dwarf appeared in view, drawn 
in a golden car, having by his side a young mau of 
yellow hair and fidr compiknian, liko one fiom a 
hnigii land. Sho dreanHd that the car stopped 
where she stood, and that, having resumed her own 
form, she was mboot to ascend it, when suddenly it 
fiided from bar Tivw, and willi it the dwacf and 
the fair-haired youth. But from her heart that vision 

* 

did not fade, and from that time lier affianced bride- 
gsoraa, ibe Hyicanian piinoe, bad baomne odicms to 
bar sight. Yet the Sultan, her £&thec, by no means 
' regarding such a cause as sufficient to prevent tlie 
SMUcriage, had naaaed the inomiw as iba time when 
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it should be solemnized, in presence of his court and 
manj princes of the neighboring countries, whom the 
fame of the princesses hmaty and the faridegnxai^s 
splendor had brought to the scene." 
' We may suppose this conversation woke a tumult 
af thoughts m the breast of Huon. Was it not dear 
that Providence led him on, and cleared the wi^ 6a 
his happy success ? Sleep did not early visit the eyes 
of Hnon liiat night ; but, with the sanguine temper of 
youth, he indulged his fancy in imag^ing llie sequel 
of his strange experience. 

The next day, which he could not but regard as 
the decisive day of his fiite, be ^r^pared to deUver the 
message of Charlemagne. Clad in his armor, ibrtiiied 
with his ivory horn and his ring, he reached the palace 
of Gandisso when the guests were assembled at the 
banquet. As he approached the gate,- a voice called 
on all true believers to enter ; and Huon, the brave 
and finthful Huon, in his impatience passed in under 
that &lse pretensicm. He had no sooner passed the 
barrier than he felt ashamed of his baseness, and was 
overwhehned with regret. To make amends 6x his 
&ult he ran forward to the second gpd», and cried to 
the porter, Dog of a misbeliever, I command you in 
the name of Him who died on ihe cross, open to neP 
The pcnnts of a hundred weapons immediately opposed 
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Jus paisage. Huoii then xooLemlKyced for the £rat tifme 
the ring he had received from his uncle, the Governor. 
He produced it, and dcmaadod to be led to the Sul* 
tan'a presence. The offioar of tike gwrnd reeognisnd 
the ruig, made a respectful obeisaace, and allowed .him 
free eDtzeaoe. In the bum way he paMed the other 
dooie to the jodi ealoon where the greet Sultan wes «t 
diimer with his tributary princes. At sight of the 
Ting the chief attendant led Huon to the head of the 
faeUf and introdoeed him to the Sultan end his princes 
as the ambassador of Charlemagne* A seat waa pro* 
▼ided for him near the royal party. 

The Prince of Hyrcania, the same whom Hnon had 
wucmd &Qm the lion* and who .was the destined 
bridegroom of tixe beautiful Clarijnundai sat on the 
Snltan'i ri§^ band, and die prineesa hendf oil bia 
left. It ohanced that Huon fooBMl himself neac the 
aeat of the princess, and hardly were the ceremonies 
of reception over, before be made haste to fulfil the 
eonmuaada of Gharietnagne bj imprintuig a kiaa ufim 
her rosy lips, and atier that a second, not by com- 
mand, but by good-will. The Prince of llyrcania cried 
mit, ^^Andachma mfidell take the teward of thy m« 
aolencel" and auned a Uow at Huon, which» if it 
had reached him, would have brought his emJoassy to 
a i^eedy terminatiopi But the iagcat^ fialed of hia 
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aim, aad Huon punished his blasphemy and ingradtade 
at <mce by a Vkm wbidi sevmd Ins head ftom bk 
body. 

So suddenly had all this happened, that no hand had 
been raised to arrest it; but now Gaudisso cried oat, 
^ Seize die mmderar I " Huon was hemmed in on all 
sides, but his redoubtable sword kept the crowd of 
courtiers at bay. But he saw new combatants enter, 
and could not hope to nuoAtaiB his ground i^aiast «o 
many. He recollected his horn, and, raising it to his 
lips, blew a blast almost as loud as that of Roland at 
Koncesvalles. It was in vain. Oberon heard it; but 
the sin of which Huon had been guilty in bearing, 
though but for a moment, the character of a beUever 
in the false prophet, had put it out of Oberon's power 
to help him. Huon, finding himsdf deserted, and 
conscious of the cause, lost his strength and energy, 
was seized, loaded with chains, and plunged into a 
dungeon. 

His life was spared for the time, merely that he 
might be reserved for a more painful death. The 
Sultan meant that, after being made to feel all ths 
torments of hunger and despair, he should be flayed 

m 

ahve. 

But an enchanter more aneimit and mm powerftd 
than Obenm hunself interested himself for the kave 
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Httoot That eachanter was Love* The PrinoeM 

Clarimunda learned with^ horror the fate to which 
the young prince was destmecL By the aid of ber 
gmsamAe aha gai&ed orar the keepsr of the prison, 
and went hmelf to lighten the chains of her beloved. 
It was her hand that removed his fetters, from her he 
received aappHes of food to sastaiii a lifii which be 
devoted £cOm thenoaforth wholly to her. After the 
most tender explanations the princess departed, promis- 
ing to xepeat her visit on the momw. 

Tbe next day she came acoocding to promise, and 
again brought supplies of food. These visits were con- 
tinoed dnime n whole month. Hnon was too £!:ood 
a son of the Ghuxeli to finget Aaft the amiable- prin* 
cess was a Saracen, and he availed himself of these 
interviews to instruct her in the true faith. How 
easy it is to believe the tmili when ntteied by the 
Hps of those we lore! Clarimunda erelong professed 
her entire belief in the Christian doctrines, and de- 
sired to be baptized. 

Meanwhile the Soltan had repeatedly inqmied of 
the jailer how his prisoner bore the pains of famine, 
and learned to his surprise Aat he was not yet much 
reduced thereby. On his repeatmg the inquiry, after 
a short interval, the keeper rq[)lied that the prisoner 
had died suddenly, and had been buried in the cavern. 
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The Sultan could only regret that lie had not sooner 
ordered the execatkm of the sentence. 

While these things were goSang cm, the fidthfiil She- 
rasmin, who bad not accompanied Huon in bis last 
adventure, but had learned by common rumor the 
result of it, came to the court in hopes of doing some- 
thing for the rescue of Ins master. He presented him- 
self to the Sultan as Solario, bis nephew. Gaudisso 
received him with kindness, and all the comtieis 
loaded him with attentions. He socm foond means to 
inform himself how the Princess regarded the brave 
but unfortunate Huon, and, having made himself 
known to her, confidence was soon established between 
them. Clarimunda readily consented to assist in the 
escape of Huon, and to quit with him her fiither^s 
court to repair to that of Charlemagne. Their united 
efforts had nearly perfected their arrangement, a vessel 
was secretly prepared, and all things in forwardness 
for the flight, when an unlooked<^r obstiicle pre- 
sented itself. Huon himself positively refused to go, 
leaving the orders of Charlemagne unexecuted. 

Sherasmin was in despair. Bitterly lie compfaoned 
of the fickleness and cruel^ of Obenm m withdraw- 
ing his aid at the very crisis when it was most neces- 
sary. Earnestly he nrged ev^* argument to na&fy 
the prince that he had done oiongh for hon<Nr, and 
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could not be held bound to achieve impossibihties. 
But all was of no arail, and he knew not which way 
to turn, when one of those events occurred which are 
so frequent under Turkish despotisms. A courier 
arrived at the court of the Sultan, bearing the ring of 
his sover^n, the mighty Agrapard, Caliph of Ara- 
bia, and bringing the bow-string for the neck of 
Gaudisso. No reason was assigned; none but the 
pleasure of the Caliph is ever required in such Cases • 
but it was suspeoted that the bearer of the bow-string 
bad persuaded the Caliph that Gaudisso, wliose ra- 
pacity was well known, had accumukted imm^ue 
treasures, which he had not duly shared with his 
sovereign, and tlius had obtained an order to super- 
sede him in his Emirship* 

The body of Gaudisso would have been cast out a 
prey to dogs and vultures, had not Sherasmin, under 
the diaracter of nephew of the deceased, been permit- 
ted to receive it, and give it decent burial, which he 
did, but not till he had taken possession of the beard 
and grinders, agreeably to the orders of Charlemagne. 

No obstacle now stood in the way of the lovers and 
their fidthM follower in returning to France. They 
sailed, taking Borne in their way, where the Holy 
Faitber himself blessed the union of his nephew, Duke 
Hu(m of Bordeaux, with the Princess Clarimunda. 
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Soon afterwaixl they arrived iu France, where Huou \ 
laid hit trophies at the ftet of Chariemagne, and, being 
restored to the fitvor id the Emperor, hast^ied to 
present himself and his bride to the Duchess, Lis 
mother, and to the fidthfbl liegemen of his province cf 
Onienne and his city of Bordeanz, wheie the paff 
were received with transports of joy. 
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OGIER, the Dane, was the son of GeofFroy, 
who wrested Denmark from the Pagans, and 
reigned the first Christian king of that country. 
When Ogier was bom, and before he was baptized, 
six ladies of ravishing beauty appeared all at once 
in the chamber of the infant. They encircled him, 
and she who appeared the eldest took him in her 
arms, kissed him, and laid her hand upon his heart. 
" I give you," said she, " to be the bravest warrior 
of your times." She delivered the infant to her 
sister, who said, " I give you abundant opportuni- 
ties to display your valor." " Sister," said the third 
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lA^y* ^^yoa have given him a dangerous boon; I 

give him that he shall never be vanquished.'' The 
fourth sister added, as she laid her hand upon his 
eyes and his mouth, I give you the gift of pleas- 
ing." The £fth said, Lest all these gifts serve 
only to betray, I give you sensibility to return the 
love you inspire." Then spoke Morgana, the youngest 
and handsomest of the group, Charming creature, 
I claim you for my own j and I give you not to 
die till you shall have come to pay me a visit in 
my isle of Avalon." Then she kissed the child and 
departed with her sisters. 

After this the king had the child carried to the 
font and baptized with the name of Ogier. 

In his education nothing was neglected to elevate 
him to the standard of a perfect knight, and render 
him accomplished in all the arts necessary to make 
him a hero. 

He had hardly reached the age of sixteen years, 
when Charlemagne, whose power was established ov^ 
all the sovereigns of his time, recollected that Geof- 
frey, Ogier s father, had omitted to render the hom- 
age due to him as Emperor, and sovereign lord of 
Denmark, one of the grand &e& of the empire. He 
accordingly sent an embassy to demand of the kiqg 
cf Denmark this homage, and on receiving a retasal. 
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couched in liauglity terms, sent an army to enforce 
the demand. HecSbNsjj after an unaaecettrfbl redt^ 
ance, was fbroed to comity, and as a pledge of his 
sincerity delivered Ogier, his eldest son, a hostage 
to Charles, to be brought up at his court. He was 
placed m dbarge of the Duke Namo of Bavaiia, 
the faeai of his &ther, wha treated him like his 
own son. 

Ogier grew np more and m<Mre handsome and 
amiable every day. He surpassed in form, strengthi 

and address all the noble youths his companions ; 
he failed not to be present at all tourneys ; he was 
attentive to the elder knights, and bnmed with im- 
patience to imitate them. Yet his heart rose some- 
times in secret against his condition as a hostage, 
and as one apparently forgotten by his &thtf • 

The king of Denmark, in &ctj was at this time 
occupied with new loves. Ogier's mother having 
died, he had married a second wife, and had a son 
named Gnyon. The new queen had absolute power 
over her husband, and fearing that, if he should see 
Ogier again, he would give him the preference over 
Guyon, she had adroitly persuaded him to delay < 
rendering his homage to Charlemagne, till now four 
years had passed away since the last renewal of 
that ceremony. Cliarlemagne, irritated at this de- 
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linquencj, drew closer the bonds of Ogier's captivity 
until he should leceiTe a response ftom the kbg oC 
Denmark to a fresh suuuuons which he caused to 
sent to him. 

The answer of Oeoffiroy was insulting and defiant, 
and the rage of Charlemagne was ronsed in the 

highest degree. He was at first disposed to wreak 
his Tengeance upon Ogier, his hostage ; hut at the 
entreaties of Duke Name, who felt towards his pupil 
like a father, consented to spare his life, if Ogier 
would swear fidelity to him as his liege-lord, and 
promise not to quit his court without his permission. 
Ogier accepted these terms, and was allowed to re- 
tain all the fi'eedom he had before enjoyed. 

The Emperor would have immediately tal^en arms 
to reduce his disobedient vassal, if he had not been 
called ofi* in another direction by a message from 
Pope Leo, imploring his assistance. The Saracens 
had landed in the neighborhood of Rome, occupied 
Mount Janiculum, and prepared to pass the Tiber 
and carry fire and sword to the capital of the Chm- 
tian world. Charlemagne hesitated not to yield to 
the entreaties of the Pope» He speedily assembled 
an army, crossed the Alps, traversed Italy, and ar- 
rived at Spoleto, a strong place to which the Pope 
had retired. Leo, at the head of his Cardinal^ 
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advanced to meet him, and rendered him homage, 
as to the son of Pepin, the illustrious protector of 
the Holy See, commg, as his fiither had done, to de- 
fend it in the hour of need. 

Charlemagne stopped but two days at Spoleto, 
and learning that the Infidek, having rendered them- 
selves mastm of Rome, were besie^ng the Capitol, 
which could not long hold out against them, marched 
promptly to attack them. 

The advanced posts of the army were commanded 
by Duke Name, on whom Ogier waited as his 
squire. He did not yet bear arms, not having 
received the order of knighthood. The Oriflamme, 
the royal standard, was borne by a knight named 
Alory, who showed himself unworthy of the honor. 

Duke Namo, seeing a strong body of the Infidels 
advancing to attack him, gave the word to charge 
them. Ogier remained in the rear, with the other 
youths, grieving much lihat he was not permitted to 
fight. Very soon he saw Alory lower the Ori- 
flamme, and tm*n his horse in Eight. Ogier pointed 
him out to the young men, and, seizing a club, 
rushed upon Alory and struck him firom his horse. 
Then, with his companions, he disarmed him, clothed 
himself in his armor, raised the Oriflainme, and, mount- 
ing the horse of the unworthy knight, flew to the 
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ikout rank, where lie joined i>uke Naao, drovt back 
tile Infidels, and carried the Oriflamme quite through 
tfMir twokm imkt. Tbe Doks, tUnkiiig it w» 
Aloiy, whom be had nol held in hi^ eeteem, wti 
attonibhed at his sti^ength aiid valor. Og^'s yovng 
oompaaione inutated hiait supplying ikemsehres widi 
annor firam ike bodi« cf llie daiiii; thtj Mowed 
Ogier and carried death into the ranks o£ the Sara- 
eens, who fell buck in coofbdcii upon tlieir mm 
body. 

Duke Nemo now ordered a retreat, and Ogei 

obeyed with reluctance, when they perceived Cliarle- 
magne advancing to their assistanoe* The eombal 
now became general, and was more tearriUe than 

ever. Charlemagne had overthrown Coranble, the 
oommander of the Saracens, and had drawn his 
fiunona sword, Jc^TOse, to eot off his head, when 
two Saracen knights set upon him at once, one of 
whom slew his horse, and the other overthiew the 
Emperor on the sand. Pereeiving by the eagle on 
his casqna who he was, they dismonnted in haste to 
give him his death-blow. Never was the life of the 
Emperor in such peril. But Ogicr, who saw him 
fidl, flew to his xesooe. Though embarruBed with 
the Oriiiamme, he pushed his horse against one 
of the Saracens and knocked him down and with 
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bis sword dealt the other so vigorous a bluw that he 
feu stunned to the earth. Then helping the Em- 
peror to rise, be remounted him on Hxe horse' of qb9 
of tlie ^en knights. Brave and generous Alory I 
Chai'les exclaimed, " I owe to you my liouor and 
my life I Ogier nude no answer ; bat, leaving 
Cbarlema^ie surrounded by a great many of the 
knights who had flown to his succor, he plunged 
mtd the thickest ranks of the enemy, and carried the 
Oriflamme, followed by a gallant train of youthful 
warriors, till the standard of Mahomet turned io re- 
treat and the Infidels sought safety in ' their in* 
trenehments. , 

Then the good Archbishop Xurpin laid aside hi^ 
helmet and liis bloody sword, (for he always felt 
that he was clearly in the Hne of his duty while 
slaying infidels,) took his mitre and his crosier, and 
intoned Te Deum. 

At this moment, Ogier, covered with blood and 
dust, came to lay the Oriflamme at the feet of the 
Emperor. He was followed by a train of warriors 

* of short statue, who walked ill at ease loaded with 
armor too heavy for them. Ogier knelt at the feet 

' of Charlemagne, who embraced him, calling him 

Alory, wliile Turpin, from tlie height of the altar, 

blessed him with all his might. Then young Or- 
is V 
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kiidoi 80Q of the Gouut Miioue and nephew of 
Charlemagne, no longer able to endurs HuB mift- 
•pprehcprfoD, tbew down his Iwimel, tnd na to 
unlace OgMr'Sf while (he other young men laid 
aiiide theirs. Oux author bays he caiinot express the 
surprise, the adminitioii, and the tenderaess «f ths 
Emperor snd his peers* Chsries folded O^er k hii 
arms, and the happjr fathers of those brave joutlis 
embraoed thsni wilih leaie of joy. The good Dob 
Namo striped ferwsrd, and Chtdenssgne yielded 
Ogier to hia embrace. Uow much do I owe 
you," he said, •* good and wise friend, for having 
restrained my anger I My dear Ogier I I owe y<m 
my life I My sword leaps to touch your shouUer, 
yours, and those of your brave young friends." 
At Iheie words he drew ihat ftmous sword, Joy- 
eose, and, while Ogier and the zest knelt befere 
him, gave them the accolade couiecring on theiu 
the order of knighthood. The young Orlando and 
Us oonsin Oliver oonki not refioun, even in the 
p(resence of the iianporor, £rom filling upon Ogier 
neck, and pledging with him that brotherhood in 
arms, so dear and so saered to the kn^hts of old 
times ; but Chariot, the Emperor's son, at the sight 
of the gloxy with which Ogier had covered himself^ 
ooncsmd the Maokegt jealousy and hate. 
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The re&t of the day aud the next were spent ia 
tike rejoicings of the army. Turpin in a sdenm 
aervioe implored the fitvor of Heaven upon the 
yoathM knighta,- and Uessed the white armor whkb 
was prepared for them. Duke Ifamo presented them 
with goldea afUMy Ohades himself girded oa their 
swords. But what was his astonishment when he W' 
amined that intended for Ogier^ The loving Fairy» 
Morgana, had had the ait to change it, and to 
iabstitate one of her own pvoeuriogi and when 
Charles drew it out of the scabbard, these words 
appeared written on the steel : " Mjr name is Cor- 
tana, of the same 'steel and temper as Joyense and 
Dorindana." Charles saw that a superior power 
watched over the destinies of Ogier ; he vowed to 
love him as a Must would, and Ogier promised 
him the devotion of a son. Happy had it been 
Sox both if they had always continued mindful of 
their promises. 

The Saracen army had hardly reeovered from iis 
dismay when Carahue, King of Mauritania, who was 
one of the knights overthrown by Ogier at the 
time of the rescue of Chariemagne, determined t» 
chaUsnge him to mgls comhfBLt. With that view, 
he assumed the dress of a herald, resolved to carry 
his own message. The £tench knights admired his 
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air, and said to one another that he seemed more £t 
to be a knight than a bearer of messages. 

Carahue began by pasaiiig the warmest edo^nm 
upon the knight who bore the Oriflaoune on the 
day of the battle, and concluded by saying that 
Carahne, King of Maaritania, respected that kn^bt io 
much that he challenged him to the combat. 

Ogier had risen to reply, when he was interrupted 
by Chariot, who said that the gage of ihe King of 
Mauritania could not £dy be received by a vassal, 
living in captivity ; by which he meant Ogier, who 
-was at diat time serving as hostage fer his &Aer. 
Fire flashed from the eyes of Offer, but the presence 
of the Emperor restrained his speech, and he was 
calmed by the kind looks of Charlemagne, who said, 
with an angry voice, Silencey Chariot I By the life 
of Bertha, my queen, he who has saved my life ii as 
dear to me as yourself. Ogier,'* he continued, " you 
are no longer a hostage. Herald I report my answer 
to your master, that never does knight of my court 
refuse a challenge on equal terms. Ogier, the Dane, 
accepts of his, and I myself am his security." 

Carahue, profoundly bowing, replied, ^^My lord, I 
was sure that the sentiments of so great a sovereign 
as yourself would be worthy of your high and bril- 
Uant &me ; I shall n^oirt.yoar answer to my master, 
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wlio I know admirefi you» aiul ujuwillingly takes anus 
against juu." Then, turning to Chariot, whom he 
did not kMw is tbB oaa of the Emperor, he con* 
tinned, As for you, Sir Knight, if the desire of 
battle iniiames jou, I have it in charge &om Sadon, 
cousin of the King of Mmustenia, to give the Uke 
defiance to any French knighta who will grant hm 
the honor of the combat.*' 

Chariot, inflamed with rage and vexation at the 
pafalic reproof which he had jnat reoeived, heiita^ 
not to dehver his gage* Carabue received it with 
Ogier's, and it was agreed that the combat should be 
on Ae next day, in a meadow mvironed by woods 
and eqoally distant £n>m both armies^ 

The periidious Chai^lot meditated the blackest trea- 
son. During die mf^t he coDeeted some knights 
unworthy cf the name, and Uke himself in their 
ferocious manners ; he made them swear to avenge 
his injuries, armed tliem in black armor, and sent 
them to lie in ambush in Ae wood, with orders to 
make a pretended attaok upon the whole party, bnt 
in iact to lay heavy hands upon Ogier and the two 
Saracens. 

At the dawn of day Sadon and Canbue, attttded 

only by two pages to cany their spears, took their 

way to the appointed meadow ; and Chaiiot and 
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Ogier rc^uiriid tiuilMo: alsOf but diiiereat pal^ 
Ogkr •dvanoed with a cilm air, salated ooortaoualy 
tba two Sa rafffwi kniiditi* ioiiiMl Ihm in amnfliiift 

Uue terms of combaL 

While this going on, the perildious Cbarlat re- 
fluuned behind and gaTe hii men the sgnal la 
advance. That cowardly troc^ iiiuad &Qm ib» weed 
and eucoui^a&i>iid the three knights. All three were 
equally torprited at the attackv but n/ttth^ cf tben 
impacted the other to bare any hand in Ae tEWK». 
Seeing the attack made equally upon them all* they 
anited their efforts to resist it| and made the most 
forward of the assailants Ute ihe dnst. Cortaoa M 
on no one without indicting a miortal wound, hut the 
•word of C aiahue was not of equal temper and 
broke in his hands* At the same instant his hoiae 
was slain, and Caxahoe fell» without a weapon and 
entangled with hi^ pro^itrute horse. Ogu^r, who saw 
it, ran to his defence, and, leaping to the ground, 
covered the prinoe wi$h hia shield^ sappUod hkn with 
the sword of one of the fallen ruffians, and would 
have had him mount his own horae. At tliat mo- 
ment Chariot, inflamed with rage, pushed his horse 
upon Ogier, knocked, him down, and would have 
run him through witli his lance if Sadon, who saw 
the treason, had not s|prung upon hhn and ffamsl 
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Iniii back. Oarahne leapt lightly npon the hone 

which Ogier presented him, and had time only to 
oelaiin, BiaTe O^er, I am no longer your enemjr, 
I pledge to you an eternal friendship," when numer- 
ous Saracen knights were seen approaching, having 
discoYered the treachery, and Cliarlot with his fol- 
lowers took refuge in the wood. 

The troop wliich advanced was commanded by 
Dannemon^ the exiled king of Deniiiiirk, whom 
Greofiroy, Ogier*s fkther, had driven from his throne 
and compelled to take refrige with the Saracens; 
Learning who Ogier was he instantly declared him 
his prisoner, in spite of* the urgent remonstrances 
and even threats of Garahue and Sadon« and carried 
him, under a strong guard, to the Saracen camp. 
Here he was at first subjected to die most rigor<« 
ous captivity, but Garahue and Sadon insisted so 
vehemently on his release, threatening to turn their 
arms against their own party if it was not granted, 
while Dannemont as eageify opposed the measure, 
that Gorsuble, the Saracen commander, consented to 
a middle course, and allowed Ogier the freedom of 
his camp, upon his promise not to leave it without 
permission. 

Garahue was not satisfied with this partial concea- 
sioB* He left the city next morning, proceeded to 
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the camp of Charlemagne, and demanded to be led to 
the Emperor. When he reached his presence he &- 
mounted from his horse, took off his hehnet, drew his 
sword, and, holding it bj the blade, presented it to 
Charlemagne as lie kndit before him. 

mustrions prince," he said, behold before yoa 
the herald who brought tlie challenge to your knights 
from the Bang of Mauritania. The cowardly old 
King Dannemont has made the brave Ogier prisoner, 
and has prevailed on our general to refuse to give 
him up. I come to make amends for this ungenerous 
conduct by }4elding myself, Carahue, King of Mauris 
tania, your prisoner." 

Charlemagne, with all liis peers, admired the mag- 
nanimity of Carahue; he raised him, embraced him, 
and restored to him his sword. Prince," said he, 
*' your presence and the bright example you afford my 
knights consoles me for the loss of Ogier. Would to 
God you might receive our holy &ith, and be wholly 
united with us." All the lords of the court, led by 
Duke Namo, paid their respects to the King of Mauri- 
tania. Chariot only &iled to appear, fearing to be 
recognized as a traitor; but the heart of Carahue was 
too noble to pierce that of Charlemagne by telling 
him the treachery of his son. 

Meanwhile the Saracen army was rent by discord. 
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The troops of Carahue clamored against the com- 
mander-in-chief because their king was left in cap-, 
tivily. They even threatened to desert the cause, and 
turn their arms against their allies. Charlemagne 
pressed the siege vigorously, till at length the Sarar 
cen leaders found themselves compelled to abandon 
tlie city and betake themselves to their ships. A 
truce was made ; Ogier was exchanged for Carahue, 
and the two firiends embraced one another with 
vows of perpetual brotherhood. The Pope was re- 
established in his dominions, and Italy being tranquil, 
Charlemagne returned, with his peers and their fot 
lowers, to France. 



15* 



Digitized 



OGIER, THE DANE. 
Continued. 

CHARLEMAGNE had not forgotten the offence 
of Geofiroy, the King of Denmark, in wiA- 
holding homage, and now prepared to enfiirce 00b- 
mission. But at this crisis he was waited upon by 
an embassy from Geoffrey, acknowledging liis fault, 
and craving assistance against an army of invaders 
who had attacked his states with a force which be 
was unable to repel. The soul of Charlemagne was 
too great to be implacable, and he took this oppor- 
tonity to test that of Ogier, who had felt acutely the 
unkindness of his father, in leaving him, without regard 
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or notice, fifteen years in captivity. Charles asked 
Ogier whether, in spite of his fiitfaer*8 neglect, he was 
disposed to lead an army to his assistance. He replied, 
A son can never be excused firom helping his £ather 
by any cause short of death." Charlemagne placed an 
army of a thousand knights under the command a£ 
Ogier, and great numbers more volunteered to march 
under so distinguished a leader. He flew to the 
snccor of his fitther, repelled the invaders, and drove 
them in confusion to^ their vessels. Ogier then ha»- 
tened to the capital, but as he drew near the city he 
heard all ihe hells sounding a knell. He socm learned 
the cause; it was the obsequies of Ge(^9roy, the Kmg. 
Ogier felt keenly the giief of not having been per* 
mitted to embrace his father once more, and to leam 
his latest commands ; hixt he ibund that his fiither 
had declared him heir to his throne. He hastened 
to the church where the body lay; he knelt and 
hadied the liftless fom with his tears. At that 
moment a celestial li^ bnmed all aiomid, and a 
voice as of an angel said, Ogier, leave thy crown 
to Guy on, thy brother, and bear no other title than 
that of «Tbe Dane.' Thy destmy is furious; and 
other kingdoms are reserved for thee." Ogier obeyed 
the divine behest, lie saluted his stepmother respect- 

ftaOy, and, emfaradng his hrother, tdd him thst he was _ 
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content with his lot in being reckoned aiuoug tke 
paladins of Charlemagne, and redigned all ekim to 
the crown of Denmark. 

Ogier returned covered with glorj to the coart of 
Cbademagne, and the Emperor, touched with thk 
proof of bia attachment, loaded him with caiesstt, and 
treated him almost as an equaL 

We pass in ailence the adventures of Ogi^ fot 
several ensuing years, in which the fiury-gifta of hk 
in&ncy showed their force in making him successful 
in all enterprises, both of love and war. He married 
the charming Belicene, and became the fiither of 
young Baldwin, a youth who seemed to inherit in 
full measure the strength and courage of his father 
and the beauty of his mother. When the lad was 
cid enou^ to be separated from his mother, Ogier 
took him to court and presented him to Charlemagne, 
who embraced him, and took him into his service. It 
seemed to Duke Namo, and all the elder knights, as 
if they saw in him Ogier himself, as he was when 
a youth; and. this resemblance won for the lad thA 
kind regaj*d8. Even Chariot at first seemed to be 
fond of him, though after a while the resemblance to 
Ogier which he noticed had the effect to excite his 
hatred. 

Baldwm was attentive to Chariot, and lost no occa- 
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flion to be servioeable. The Pxiuce loved to play 
chess, aud Baldwin, who played well, often made a 
party with lum. 

One day Chariot was nettled at losing two pieoea 
in succession; he thought he could, by taking a piece 
from Baldwin, get some amen&i for Ins loss; but 
Baldwin, seeing him fiiU into a trap which he had 
set for him, could not help a slight laugh, as he 
said, " Oheck-mate." Chariot rose in a ftir}% seized 
die rich and heavy ches84x>aid, and dashed it with all 
his strength on the head o# Baldwin, who fell, and 
died where he fell. 

Frightened at Ms own crime, and iearing ihe v«n* 
geanoe of the terrible Ogier, Chariot concealed himsdf 
in the interior of the palace. A young companion 
of Baldwin hastened attd infinmed Ogier of the event. 
He zan to the chamber, and bdield the body of his 
' child bathed in blood, and it could not be concealed 
from liim that Chariot gave the blow. Transported 
I with rage, Ogier sought Chariot Arongh the palace, 
- and Chariot, feeling safe nowhere else, took reiiige 
in the hall of Charlemagne, where he seated himself 
at table with Dake Namo and Salomon, Diike of 
Brittany* Ogier, with sword drawn, followad him to 
the very table of the Emperor. When a cupbearer 
aHemptod to bar Us wajTi he atmek die cup from 
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bis hand and dashed the contents in the Emperor's 
face. Charles rose in a passion, seized a knife, and 
would have plunged it into his breast, had nol 
Salomon and another baron thrown themselves be- 
.tween, while Namo, who retained his ancient influence 
over Ogier, drew him out of the room. Foresecang 
the consequences of this violence) pitying Ogier^ and 
in his heart excusing him, Namo hurried hiuL awaj 
before the guards of the palace could arrest hnn, 
made him mount his bonier and leave Paris. 

Charlemagne called together his peers, and made 
Aem take an oath to do all in thw power to amst 
Ogier, and bring him to condign punishmmt. O^er 
on his part sent messages to the £mperor, o&ring to 
give himself up on condition that Chariot sliould be 
punished for his atrocious crime. The Emperor would 
listen to no conditions, and went in pursuiit qIl Ogier 
at the head of a large body of soldiers. Ogier, on the 
other hand, was warmly supported by many knights, 
who pledged themselves in his defence. The contest 
raged long, witli no decisive results. O^er more than 
once had the Emperor in his power, but declmed to 
avail himself of his advantage, and xeleaaed him with- 
out conditions. He even implored pardon for liimseif, 
but demanded at die same time the punishment of 
Chariot. But Chariemagne was too Uindly fond of )m 
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unworthy son to snlgect him to punishment for the 
. sake of conciliating one who had been so deeply in- 

■ 

jored. 

At length, distressed at the hlood which his friraids 

had lost in his cause, Ogier dismissed his little army, 
and, slipping away from those who wished to atlend 
faim, took his cotune to x^oin tiie Doke Guyon, his 
brother. On his way, having reached the forest of 
Ardennes, weary with long travel, the freshness of a 
retired valley tempted lam to lie down to take some 
repose. He unsaddled Beiffron relieved himself of his 
helmet, lay down on the turf, rested liis head on his 
shield, iemd slept. 

It BO happened that Turpin, who occasionally re- 
called to mind that he was Archbishop of lilieims, 
-was at that time in the inanity, making a pastoral 
visit to the churches und^ his jurisdiction. But his 
dignity of peer of France, and his martial spirit, 
which caused him to be reckoned among the "preux 
chevafiers" of his time, forbade him to travel without 
as large a retinue of knights as he had of clergymen. 
One of these was thirsty, and knowing the fountain 
on the borders of which Ogier was reposing, he rode 
to it, and was struck by the sight of a knight 
stretched on the ground. He hastened back, and let 
liie Archbishop know, who approached the fountain, 
and recognized Ogier. 
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The first impulse of the good and generous Xorpia 
was to save his friend, for whom he felt the warmest 
attechmeiit ; bat his archdeacons and kni^its^ who ako 
recognized Ogier, reminded the Archbishop of the oatb 
which the Emperor had exacted of them all. Turpin 
conld not be fake to his oath ; but it was not without 
a groan that he permitted his followers to bind th^ 
sleeping knight. The Archbishop^s attendants secured 
the horse and arms of Ogier, and conducted their 
prisoner to the Emperor at Soissons. 

The Emperor had become so much imbittered by 
Ogier's obstinate resistance, added to hb original fault, 
that he was disposed to order him to instant death. 
But Turpin, seconded hj the good Dukes Name and 
Salomon, prayed so hard for him, that Charlemagne 
consented to remit a vident death, bat s^teneed hia 
to close imprisonment, under the charge of the Arch- 
bishop, strictly limiting his food to one quarter of a 
loaf of bread per day, with one piece of meat, and a 
qnarter of a cup of wine. In this way he hoped to 
quickly put an end to his life without bringing oa 
himself the hostility of the King of Denmark, and 
other powerful friends of Ogiar. He exacted a new 
oath of Turpin to obey his orders strictly* 

The good Archbishop loved Ogier too well not to 
cast about for some means of saving his life, whidi 
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he foresaw he would soon lose if sol^^ted to suck 
scanty fare, for Ogier was seven feet tall, and had 
an appetite in proporiioiu Turpln xwiembeired^ 111019- 
ov«% that O^er was a tme aom of the Chiuch» alwaja 
zealous to propagate the ^th aud . subdue unbelievers ; 
so lie felt justified in piadmig on this occasion what 
in later times bm been entitled ^mental lemrvatioii,'* 
without swerying &om the letter of the oath whioh 
he had taken. This is the method he hit upon. 

Every morning he bad his prisoner supplied wiik 
a quarts of a loaf of bread, made of two busbeh 
of flour ; to this he added a quarter of a sheep or 
a fiit cal^ and he had a cap mada winch held forty 
pinti of wine, and allowed Ogier a quarter of it* daily. 

Ogier's imprisonment lasted long, Charlemagne was 
astonidted to hear, firam time to tiUM^ that ha still 
held out; and when he inqnirad* move particnlarly 
of Turpin, the good ArchUahop, relying on his own 
understanding of the words, did not heoitate to 
affirm positiTely that he allowed his pruoner no 
more than the permitted ration. 

We forgot to say that, when Ogier was led pris 
oner to Soisioiis, ihe Abbot of Saint Ftaron, obserr-. 
ing the fine heme Bd£Bror, and not having at liha 
time any other favor to ask of Charlemagne, begged 
the Emperor to give him the horse, and had him 
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taken to his abbej. He was impatieiit to try his new 
aoqiudtiop, and, when he had arrived in hk litter it 
the foot of the moontun where the horse had been 
brought to meet him, mounted him and rode onward. 
The horse, accustomed to bear the enormous weight 
of Ogier in hia annor, when he peioeived noduDg 
on his back bat the light weight of the Abbot, whose 
long robes fluttered against his sides, ran away, 
making prodigious leaps ow die steep acdirities 
of the mountain, till he reached the coQyent of 
Jouaire, wliere, in sight of the Abbess and her 
mms, he threw the Ahbot, abeady half dead wiA 
fi^bt, to the grooiML The Abbot, bruised and morti- 
fied, revenged himself on poor Beiffiror, whom he con- 
demmd, in his wrath, to be given to the worionen 
to drag stones ftr a chapd that he was boildiiig 
near the abbey. Thus, ill-fed, hard-worked, and o^ 
beaten, the noble horse Beiffiror passed the time wink 
his master's imprisonment lasted. 

That imprisonment would have been as long as his 
life if it had not been for some important events 
which fereed the Empcnror to set O^er at liberty. 

The Erapefor learned at the same time, that Gaa- 
hae. King of Mauritania, was assembling an army to 
eome and demand the libeiatioii of OffOti that 
Guyon, King of Denmark, was prepared to second 
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the enterprise with all his forces ; and, worse than all, 
that the Saracens, under Bnihier, Sultan of Arabia, 
had landed in Oasoony, taken Bordeanz, and were 
marching with all speed hr Paris. 

Charlemagne now felt how necessary the aid of 
Ogi^ was to him* Bnt, in spite of the representar 
tions of Turpin, Namo, and Salomon, he could not 
bring himself to consent to surrender Chariot to such 
punishment as Ogler shonld see fit to impose. Be- 
sides, he believed that Ogjer was without strength 
and vigor, weakened by imprisonment and long absti- 
nence. 

At this crisis he received a meesi^ firom Bmhier, 
proposing to put the issue upon the result of a 
combat between himself and the Emperor or his 
dmmpion; promising, if defeated, to withdraw hk 
anny. Charlemagne would wiUingly have accepted 
the challenge ; but his counsellors all opposed it. 
The herald was therafore told that the Empercnr 
would take time to consider his propositioB, and give 
his answer the next day. 

It was during ibis interval that the three Dukes 
aocceeded in prevailing uppn Charlemagne to pardon 
Ogier, and to send for him to combat the puissant 
enemy who now defied him ; but it was no easy task 
to persuade Ogier. The idea cS his hmg imprism- 
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ment and the recoUoction of his son, bleeding and | 
dying in his arms hj the blow of the ferocious Chadot, 
made him long resist the urgsacj of his frienos. 
Though glory called him to encoimter Bruhier, and 
die safety of Ohristendom demanded the destmotioii 
of this proad enemy of the feith, Ogier only yielded 
at last on condition that Chariot should .be dehvered 
into his hands to be dealt with as he should 
see fit. 

The terns were hard, but the danger was pre8»* 
ing, and Cliarlemague, with a returning sense of 
justice, and a strong confidence in the generoos 
diough passionate soul of Ogi^, at last consented to 

them. 

Ogier was led into the presence of Charlemagne 
by the three peers. The Emperor, feithM to his 
word, had caused Chaiiot to be brought into the 
hall where the high barons were assembled, his 
bands tied, and his head uncovered. When the 
Emperor saw Ogier approach, he took Chariot by 
the arm, led him towards Ogier, and said these 
words : I surrender the criminal ; do with him as 
you think fit." Ogier, without replying, seized Char- 
lot by the hair, forced him on his knees, and liikd 
with the other hand his irresistible sword. Ghaile- 
snagne, who expected to see the head of his son roD- 
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faig at bis &et» sbiit his eyes and lUteced a cry of 
horror, 

Ogiw had done enough. The next ntomont be 
nuaed Obaiiot^ eui his brads, JdsBed him en the 

mouth, and hastened to throw himself at the ieet 
of Ihe Emperor* 

Nothing oan esoeed the surprise and joy of Gharle- 
magoe at seeing his son unharmed and Ogier kneel* 
ing at his feet. He folded him in his arms, bathed 
lorn -mik tean, and esdaimed to his berons, 
ftel at this monient that Ogier is greater than L" 
As for Chariot, his base soul felt nothing but the 
joy of baying esoapeS dealih ; he lenumed snob ea 
be bad been, and it was not till some years afteiv 
wards he received the punishment he deserved, £:om 
the hands of Huon of Bordeaux, as we have seen in 
ft ibxvMV diapter* 
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WHEN Charlemagne had somewhat recovered his 
composure, he was surprised to observe that 
Ogier appeared in good case, and had a healthy color 
in his cheeks. He turned to the Archbishop, who 
could not help blushing as he met his eye. "By the 
head of Bertha, my queen," said Charlemagne, " Ogier 
has had good quarters in your castle, my Lord Arch- 
bishop ; but so much the more am I indebted to you." 
All the barons laughed, and jested with Turpin, who 
only said, " Laugh as much as you please, my lords ; 
but for my part I am not sorry to see the arm 
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in fiill vigor that is to avenge us on the proud 
Saracen." 

Charlemagne immediately despatched his herald, 
accepting the challenge, and appointing the next day 
but one for the encounter. The proud and crafty 
BimUer laughed scornfully when he heard the reply 
accepting his challenge, for he had a reliance on cer- 
tain resources besides his natural strength and skill. 
However, he swore by Mahomet to observe lihe condi- 
tions as proposed and agreed upon. 

Ogier now demanded his armor, and it was brought 
to him in excellent condition, for the good Turpin 
had kept it iaithfuUy; but it was not easy to provide 
a horse for the occasion. Charlemagne had the best 
horses of his stables brought out, except Blanchard, 
his own charger; but all in vain, the weight of Ogier 
bent.^dr backs to the ground. In tins embarrass^ 
ment the Archbishop remembered that the Emperor 
had given Beifior to the Abbot of St. Faron, and sent 
off a courier in haste to re-demand him. 

Monks are hard masters, and the one who directed 
the laborers at the abbey had but too faithfully obeyed 
the orders of the Abbot. Poor Beiffiror was brought 
back lean, spiritless, and chafed with the harness of 
the vile cart that he had had to draw so long. He 
carried his head down, and trod heavily before Charle- . 
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mague; but wlieu he heard the voice of Ogier be 
ndsed his head, he neighed, his eyes flashed, his 
former ardor showed itself hj the fcffca widi whtdi 
he pawed the ground* O^er caressed him> and the 
good, steed seemed to returu his cai'esses ; Ogier 
mounted him, and Beiffiror, proud of carr3ring his 
master ag^un, leapt and curvetted with all his jouthr 
ful vigor. 

Nothing being now wanted, Charlemagne, at iht 
head of his army, marched forth from the dty ct 
Paris, and occupied the hill of Montmartre, whence 
the view extended over die plain of St, Denis, lAett 
the battle was to be fought. 

When the appointed day came, the Dukes Isamo 
and Salomon, as seconds of Ogier, accompanied him 
to the place marked out fer the lists, and Brahier^ 
with two distinguished £imrs, presented himself on 
the other side. 

Bmhier was in high spirits, and . jested with fa» 
friends, as he advanced, upon the appearance of Beif- 
&or. '^Is tliat the horse they presume to match with 
Marchevall^e, the best steed ihat ever fed in the viks 
of Mount Atlas?'* But now llie combatants, haviog 
met and saluted each other, ride apart, to come to- 
gether in foil career. Beiffix>r flew over the plain, and 
met the adversary more than hal^'way. The laiiM 
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of die two combatants were shivered at the shock, and 

Bruhier was astonished to see almost at the same 
instant the sword of Ogier gleaming above his head* 
He parried it with his buckler, and gaye'Ogier a blow 
on his helmet, who returned it with another, better 
aimed iht better seconded hy the temper of his blade, 
for it cnt away part of Bruhier's helmet, and with 
it his ear and part of his cheek. Ogier, seeing the 
blood, did not immediately repeat his blow, and Bru- 
hier seized the moment to gallop off on one side. As 
he rode he took a vase of gold which hung at his 
saddle-bow, and bathed with its contents the wounded 
part. The blood instantly ceased to flow, the ear and 
the flesh were restored quite wholes and the Dane 
was astonished to see his antagonist return to the 
ground as sound as ever. 

Bruhier laughed at his amazement. ^^Know," said 
he, ^^that I possess the precious balm that Joseph of 
Arimathea used upon the body of the crucified one, 
whom yon worship. If I should lose an arm, I could 
restore it with a few drops of this. It is useless for 
you to contend w^ith me. Yield yourself, and, as you 
appear to be a strong fellow, I will make you first 
oarsman in one <^ my galleys." 

Ogier, though boiling with rage, forgot not to im- 
plore the assistance of Heaven. Lord," he ez- 

16 
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claimed, suffer not the enemy of thy n«ane to profit 
by the powerful help of diat which ow^ all its virtue 
to thy divine blood." At these words he sttaoked 
Bnihier again with more vigor than ever; both struck 
terrible blows, and made grievous wounds ; but the 
Mood flowed from those of Ogier, while Bmbkr 
stanched his by the application of his balm. Ogier, 
desperate at the unequal contest, . grasped Cortana with 
both hands, and struck his aiemy snch a blow that it 
cleft his buckler, and cut off his arm with it; bat 
Bruhier at the same time launched one at Ogier, 
which, missing him, struck the head of BeifFror, and 
the good horse fdU, and drew down his master in his 
fall. 

Bruhier had time to leap to the ground, to pick 
up his arm and apply his balsam; then, before Offot 
had recovered his footing, he roshed forward with 
sword uplifted to complete his destruction. 

Charlemagne, from the height of Montmartre, seeing 
the brave Ogier in this situation, groaned, and was 
ready to murmur against Providence; but the good 
Turpin, raising his arms, with a faith like that of 
Moses, drew down upon the Christian warrior the fimr 
of Heaven. » 

Ogier, promptly disengaging himself, pressed Bruhier 
with so much impetaosily that he drove him to s 
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dktanee fkom hk honei to wIlom- sadfU^-bow As 

precious baliu waa suspended; and very soca^ Chade* 
magne saw Ogm^ now completely in the advantage, 
bring Ilia enemy Uui knees^ tear off his lielmeiy and,* 
with a sweep of bis swoirdt stidko his head &om his 

After the Tictory, Ogier seoed MarchevalMe, leaped 
upon his back, and beoame possessed of the precious 

flask, a few drops from which cjiosed his wounds and 
restored his streiigdi. 13ie Thewsk knights who had 
faaen Bmhier's captives, now released, presasd round 
Ogher to thank him for their deUveranoe. 

Charlemagne and liis nobles, as soon as their atten- 
tioii was relieved firom the single combat, perceived 
fieom their elevated position an uaosnal agitation in the 
enemy's camp. They attributed it at iii^t to the death 
of thdbr g&mtelf hat soon the noiaB of anus, the cries 
of combatants, and new standards whidi advane^, die* 
c]k)sed to them the iaot that Bruhier's army was 
attacked by a new enemy. 

The Bmpeiior was right ; it was the brave Carshne 
of Manritania, who, with an army, had arrived in 
France, resolved to attempt the liberation of Ogier, hi& 
brother in arms. Learning on his arrival the changed 
aspect of affiurs, he hesitated not to render a signal 
service to the Emperor, by attaddug the army ot 
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Bruhier in the midst of the consternation occasioned 
by tlie loss of its commander. 

Ogior xecognized the standard of his lUend, and, 
leaping upon M archevallte, flew to aid his attack, 
Charlemagne followed with his army ; and the Saracen 
host, af^er an obstinate conflict, was forced to surrender 
unconditionally. 

The interview of Ogier and Carahue was such as 
might be anticipated of two such attached firiends and 
aecomplished knights. Charlemagne went to meet them, 
embraced them, and putting the King of Mauritania 
on his right and Ogier on his left, returned with 
triumph to Paris. There the Empress Bertha aad 
the ladies of her conrt crowned them with lavrels, 
and the sage and gallant Eginhard, chamberlain and 
secretary of the Emperor, wrote all these great events 
in his history. 

A few days after, Guyou, King of Denmark, arrived 
in France with a chosen band of knights, and sent 
an ambassador to Charlemagne, to say that he came, 
not as an enemy, but to render homage to him as 
the best kniglit of the time and the head of die 
Christian world. Charlemagne gave the ambassador 
a cordial r^c^tion, and, mounting his hone, rode 
forward to meet the King of Denmark. 

These great princes, being assembled at the court 
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of Charles, held council together, aiid the ancient 
and sage barons were called to join' it. 

It waa decided that the nnited Danish and Maori- 
tanian armies should cross the sea and carry the war 
to the coontry of the Saracens, and that a thousand 
Fr^ch knights should range themselyefi under the 
banner of Ogier, the Dane, who, though not a king, 
should have equal rank with the two others. 

We hare not space to record all the illustrious 
actions performed by Ogier and his allies in this war. 
Suffice it to say, they subdued the Saracens of Ptole- 
mais and Judasa, and, erecting those regions into a 
kingdom, placed the crown upon the head of Ogier. 
Guy on and Carahue then le£t him, to return to their 
respective dominions. Ogier adopted Walter, the son 
of Guy^m of Denmark, to be his successor in his 
kingdom. He superintended his education, and saw 
the young prince grow up worthy of his cares. But 
Ogier, in spite of all the honors of his rank, often 
r^retted the court of Charlemagne, the Duke Namo, 
and Salomon of Brittany, for whom he had the re- 
spect and attachment of a son. At last, finding Walter 
old enough to sustain the weight of government, Ogier 
caused a vessel to be prepared secretly, and, attended 
only by one squire, left his palace by night, and 
embarked to return to France. 
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The vessel, driven by a fair wind, cut die sea with 
the swiftness of a bird; bat on a sadden it deviated 
from its coarse, do longer obejred the heJm, and sped 
fast towards a black promontory which stretched into 
the sea. This was a moontain loadstone, and, its 
attractive power increasing as the distance diminished, 
the vessel at last flew with the swiftness of an arrow 
towards it, and was dashed to pieces on its rockj 
base. Ogier alone saved himseli^ and reached the 
shore on a fragment of the wreck. 

Ogier advanced into the country, looking for some 
marks of inhabitancy, but foand none. On a sudden 
he encountered two monstrous animals, covered with 
glittering scales, accompanied by horse breathing 
fire. Ogier drew Us sward «>d prepared to defend 
himself; but the monsters, terrific as they appeared, 
made no attempt to assail him, and the horse, Papil- 
Ion, knelt down, and appeared to court Ogier to 
mount upon his back. Ogier hesitated not to see the 
adventure tlirough; he mounted Fapillon, who ran 
with speed, and soon cleared the rocks and precipices 
which hemmed in and concealed a beautiful landscape. 
He continued his course till he reached a magnificent 
palace, and, witliout allowing Ogier time to admire 
it, crossed a grand court-yard adorned with colonnades, 
and entered a garden, where, making his way tlirough 

L , 
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alleys of myrtle, he checked his course, and knelt 
down on the enamelled turf of a fountain. 

Ogier dismonnted and took some steps along the 
margin of the stream, hut was soon stopped by meet> 
ing a young beauty, such as they paint the Graces, 
and almost as lightly attired as they. At the same 
moment, to his amazement, his armor fell off of its 
own accord. The young beauty advanced with a 
tender air, and placed upon liis head a crown of 
flowers. At that instant the DaniA h^o lost his 
memory ; his combats, his glory, Charlemagne and his 
court, all vanished from his mind ; he saw only 
Morgana, he desired nothing but to sigh forever at 
her feet. 

We abridge the narrative of all the delights which 
O^er enjoyed for more than a hmidred years. Time 
flew by, leaving no impression of its flight. Morgana's 
youthful charms did not decay, and Ogier had none 
of those warnings of increasing years which less* 
favored mortals never &il to receive. There is no. 
knowing how long this blissful state might have lasted, 
if it had not been for an accident, by which Morgana 
one day, in a sportive moment, snatched the crown 
from his head. That moment Ogier regained his 
memory, and lost his contentment. The recollection 
of Charlemagne, and of his own relatives and friends. 
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saddened the hours wliick he passed with Morgana. 
The fiuxy saw with grief the changed lodss of her 
lover. At last she drew {roan him the aeknowledg- 
meat that he wished to go» at least for a time, to 
revisit Charles's court. She consented with reluctance, 
and with her own hands helped to reinvest him with 
his armor. Papillon was led forth, Ogier mouated 
him, and, taking a tender adieu of the tearful Morgana, 
crossed at rapid speed the roeky belt which aefwnubed 
MorganaV pakce from the bordecs of the sea* 

The sea-goblins which had received him at his 
coming awaited him on the shore. One of them took 
Ogier on his back, and the other placing himself 
under Papillon, they spread their broad fins, and iu a 
short time traversed the wide space that separates the 
isle of Avalon from France. They landed Ogier on 
the coast of Languedoc, and then plunged into the sea 
and disappeared. 

Ogier remoonted on Papillon, who carried him 
across the kingdom almost as fast as he had passed 
the sea. He arrived under the walls of Paris, which 
he would scarcely have recogni^ if the high towers 
of St. Genevieye bad not caught his eye. He went 
straight to the palace of Charlemagne, wliich seemed 
to him to have been entirely rebuilt. His surprise 
was extreme, and increased still more on finduig that 
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he oaderstood with difficulty the hngaage the 
guards and atteadaats in replying to his questions ; 
and eecnng them smUe as they tried to explain to one 
anoAer Ae language in which he addressed them. 
Presently the attention of some of the barons who 
were going to court was attracted to the scene, and 
Ogier^ who recogni^ the badges of Aeir vaab, ad^ 
dressed them, and inqiiirsd if the Dukes Name and 
Salomon were still residing at the Emperor's court. 
At this qnestioii the bercMas looked «! one another 
in amaanment ; and one of the eldest said to the rat, 
^^How much this knight resembles the portrait of my 
grand-uncle, Ogier the Dane." '* Ah ! my dear 
nephew, I am Ogier the Dane,'* said he; and be 
remembered that Morgana had told him that he was 
little aware of the flight of time duriyg his abode 
with her* 

The barons, mm astonished than ever, concluded 

to conduct him to the monarch who then reigned, the 
great Hugh Capet. 

The brave Ogier entered the palace without hesi- 
tation ; but when, on reaching the royal hall, the 
barons directed him to make his obeisance to the 
King of France, he was astonished to see a man of 

« 

short stature and large head, whose air, nevertheless, 

was noble and martial, seated upon the throne on ^ 

16* X 
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wiiich he had so often seen Charlemagne, the tallest 
and handsomest sovereign of his time. 

C^er recounted his adventures with simpUcitjr mad 
unaffectedness. Hugh Capet was slow to believe him; 
but Ogler recalled so many proofs and circumstauces, 
that at last he was fiweed to recognize the aged wmr- 
lior to be the &mous Ogier the Dane* 

The king informed Ogier of the events which had 

taken place during his long absence; Aat the line 

of Charlemagne was extinct; that a new dynastj had 

commenced; that the old enemies of the kingdom, the 

Saracens, were still troublesome; and that at that 

■ 

yery time an army of those miscreants was besieging 
the city of Chartres, to which he was about to repair 
in a few days to its relief. Ogier, always inflamed 
with the love of glory, offered the service of his arm, 
which the illustrious monarch accepted graciously, and 
conducted him to the queen. The astonishment of 
Ogier was redoubled when he saw the new omameDta 
and head-dresses of the ladies; still, the beaati&l hair 
which they built up on their foreheads, and the 
feathers interwoven, which waved with so much grace, 
gave them a noble air that delighted him. His ad* 
miration increased when, instead of the old Empress 
Bertha, he saw a young c^ueen who combined a ma- 
jestic mien with the graces of her time of life, and 
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mBonum candid and charming, suited to attach all 
hearts. Ogier saluted the youthful queen with a re- 
spect so profound that many of the courtiers took him 
tot a foreigner, or at least for some nobleman brought 
up at a distance from Paris, who retained the manners 
of what they called the old court 

When the queen was informed by her husband 
that it was the celebrated Ogier the Dane whom he 
presented to her, whose memorable exploits she had 
often read in the chronicles of antiquity, her surprise 
was extreme, which was increased when she remarked 
the dignity of his addi-ess, the animation and even 
the youthfulness of his countenance. This queen had 
too much intelligence to bdieve hastily; proof alone 
could compel her assent; and she asked him many 
questions about the old court of Charlemagne, and 
received such instructive and appropriate answers as 
removed every doubt. It is to the corrections which 
Ogier was at that time enabled to make to the popu- 
lar narratives of his exploits, that we are indebted for 
the perfect accuracy and trustworthiness of all the 
details of our own history. 

filing Hugh Capet, having received that same even- 
ing couriers from the. inhabitants of Chartres, inform- 
ing him that they were hard pressed by the besiegers, 
resolved to hasten with Ogier to their relief. 
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Ogier terminated this affidr as expeditioiigly as hd 
had BO often done others* The Saracens having daxod 

to ofier battle, he bore the OriiiauxEue thi'Dugh the 
thickest of theu: ranks ; Pupillon, breathing fire £rom 
his nostrib, threw them into disorder, and Cortana, 
wielded by his invincible arm, soon finished their over- 
throw. 

The kiiig, victorions over the Saracens, led back 
the Danish hero to Paris, where the deUverer of 
France received the honors due to his valor. Ogier 
continued some time at the court, detained by the 
fiivor of the king and queen; but erelong he had 
the pain to witness the death of the king. Then it 
was that, impressed with all the perfections which he 
had discerned in the queen, he could not withhold 
the tender homage of the offer of his hand. The 
queen would perhaps have accepted it, she had even 
called a meeting of her great barons to deliberate on 
the proposition, when, the day before the meeting was 
to be held, at the moment when Ogier was kneehng at 
her feet, she perceived a crown of gold which an invisi- 
ble hand had placed on his brow, and in an instant a 
cloud enveloped Ogier, and he disappeared forever 
from her sight. It was Morgana, the fairy, whose 
jealousy was awakened at what she beheld, who now 
resumed her power, and took him away to dwell with 
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her in the island of Avalon. There, in company with 
the great King Arthur of Britain, he still lives, and 
when his illustrious friend sliall retnm to resume his 
ancient reign, he will doubtless return with him, and 

share his triumph. 



THE END. 



Cambiidge t Btneo^pcd and fiinted by Welch, Bigelow, ft Go. 
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